Tocket Tio. Si-98 File Mo 110~-45
CIVIL AERCNAUTICS BOARD

LCCIDENT InVESTIGATION EEPCRT

sdopted;  Sertenber 17, 1045 ' Helecseds Septenber 24, 1945 -

. fUERICAN AIRLINAS ~ BURBANK — JunULRT 10, 1945

Swmary

ollowing & night instrument approach to the Burbank iirport

b incs! "11"‘14& 6001 cra.;hbd against the nearby Verdugo Hills.
assengoers ind the thres erew nenmbers were killed and the

. Deuzlas DC3 was desiroyed by impact ana fire "

alter making the standard instrument let-dovn aperoach to thie
Burbam< alrnort the airrlane was observed to crcoss the alrport at the
raggect base of the clouds and was seen to start 2 left turn as if cir-
“cling for a lending, Soon after meking the twrn the captain radioed the
cantrol tover that he could not malinkain visual cont:n.ct with vhe ground
and was procceding to his alternate, Palmdale. The United States Tieather
Farean vbscrvations disclosed that belov mindmu weather conditicns
existed at Burbani et the tine. The pilot had not been properly advised
of the latest wweather reports. The pl ang was not heard from or ssen
again until afier daylight ot vhich time the ¥':r‘:;c'i'.a{-;a vas sighted inthe
necarby foothills approximately 2-3/4 miles northvast of the zirdort.

It is evident that after nmaking zhds loft turm the pil"xt degided to
exeeute the stondard "1::1.5:0(’1—3.*‘?3?0”0"’”‘ procedure but in se coing failed
to modify the procedure in keeping with his position and m—cm:mf- a8 a
result he nade 2 clipbing turn toward the uSCﬁI‘D"« Toothills insiead of -
aviay fron then as would have been the case had the standard “I:w_ssed—
approacht procu.nu.rc becn oxecried from the normal positlon. -

The '30 sibility of en accident becams
Company ground. B crosonnel failsd to obtain 2
nformation to the nilet. Failure to obbain :
mation to the pilot condiitutes neg; zence on T'.,ha of tha COMpEny.
This, b .mu,r did not relieve wm ~ilot of his v
duet a snfe llsat altlhiough 1t did nlc,cc him in a ox»-.e::am- ,
pesition. Ha he properly execcutad thc M ssed-epproachM procsdure it
ig unlikely that the aceident would have ccourred. The Board, thore-
fora, deternines that the probetle cause of ihis accident wag “the
pilotts attonpt to use the stindard fmi ssca—-ap}:roacn' procodures . after
-,-havinrr followed ancther eourse up o 2 Dolmt vhore it was impessible to

pply this procodure safely." ‘ ‘

This report is based upon cvitcnce acquirsd in the Doardls invesii-
gation and the hearing which was held at Los Angeles, Colifornia,
Januery 17 and 14, 1945 ‘

. "“." ssod-approachl précedurce described in det teil on Page 3.



T&:.R*LLLIWS DESGRJI’”IOH Ol TnE FLIGHT AND ACCIDERHT

smerican sirlines!? Fl.u;.n C’W‘ 1 took off fro:ﬁ Merr York atb 0723 EiT,
C January 9, 1945, on a transgontinental {light to- E«ermx. The last crew
chenge was made ab Bl Paso at zbout 0146 ClMT. From this point the flight
was cleared to Newhall, ‘California, becausc of unfavorable weather conditions
at Burbank. 7The {11; «h+ procecded normally and ab 0314 the. con nany trans-
mitted the 0300 speeiel weather report for Burbank, This roport shoved o
neaswred ceiling of 700 feet, overcast, visibility two milcs, and light fog.
About six minutes later the compony .cw:Ls\,d the fliszht that it had been
rch.z,arecLby the Los angcles asir Traffic Control Center to the Burbank Range

- on tc cross Burbank- at jﬁuO wct v.lth no clc,u_j ‘,xvectec.

L . . .

At 0335 the company CO"]flI‘T”""‘l its previous c‘ earances unr’ advised the
flignt thet if unatle to establish contect to request furthor instrections.
it 0242 the pilot was given the 9330 wieather report for Buwrbank wideh was the
sarie a8 tne 0300 rep ort, exceot that the (3{311__1"]5 vas shovm as variable, 600
to 700 fect. Ab ‘t"n_s time the carnpany cancelad the Long Beach Janding as
the oiz plan vas needed &b the Xurbank Termvinal. Following this weather
oport the Los ingoeles Lir Traiiic Contrel a gproval for & standard instrurent
approach to Burbernk was re 1&"}’ud to the captain and ccknowilcediposent received,
At 0355 the flight reperted to tle compurty lhat it was over Burbonk on. its
indtial avproach ¢t 3500 feel and was beglnning o stondard instru.cent
epproach.  at this tine the pilol was Gwm the Rurbank eltincter setbing

of 30.14 and adviscd to change to contrel tuoner freguency. This was the
last corymunicaticon with the flight until ofter the Nl”‘t had sstablished
visual contact with the ground. ' :

.l

At appi":}xin‘ tely G406 the aireraft was secn to fly across tue airpert
ot the ragged buse of the clouds, start what appeered to.be. 2 left turn
andd tihen 'llé_.\,ua’xr from wicw, . The landing gear as retrac u€.d position
lights were on and the limding l.‘Lgﬂ'L.:: were off. . atcording tu the control
bower oporctor hio heard the plane go over and waited longer than usual to
recoive the captaints call. 11‘;01115'@407 the captain nmade his only radio
contact z2fter flying over the 7 station on his initial aporoach and
stated that he wes wnable to maintain contact and vas . proceeding to Palmdale.
Tho tower acknowledged this nessage and reguested the flight to stand by
for the sir Traflic Control Center's clearanco, Ileter atiempis by the
tower; smericmn and ovher radio statims to contanet the ...,L.L;_.,h‘t were
msucecesstil axnd nething further wes heard from the planc. .

it approxin wta‘v 0930 tha 'c:cn,‘Erol towar sighted the wrockage on 2
Wilside about -_:»/ff,, miles northesst ond abowt 10% feet above the level of
the airport. The position of the yrockege indicated that the airplanc was
headed at abeut 110° mo me’o:c in a right climbing furn at the time it crashed,
The accident resulted in fatal injurics to tho 21 passengers and three crew
monbers end almost total destruction of the aircrafi b;.f impact and fire. -
ons he radio facilities, instrument
Mch“ procedure - for the Purbonk

The following are doscr riptic 1
approach precedure ond the Mmissc A anpiro:
A1rport. ‘““-u,llﬂrlm' with these facilidics and “I‘L,CGdLI'Ca is easential to
the wderstonding of the roccnstructed flight pa th tolieved to heve been
taken by the pilot after the plane was secen to fly over thm Burbank Airport.
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' should imncdiately noke

The Burbank iirport lics approwinately five 1miles cast of the soublmest Lig

of the Newhall Range and 20 roles north of the east leg of the Los imgeles
Ronges The airport thercfore is not sorved by a Tag o10 the vsual high-peviered -
radio range. However, a iccalimer (a lov-porered rar statiom} is lodoted -
on the Burbank iirrzort. This freility permits ths pi ,.ot te anoroach on the.
regular radio range station beoa and work his let-down on +’1c _LOCCLllZG .

Instrunent appreach Procedure

The instrument approach procedure used by iserdican at Furbonk o
top of tne cloud deCf does not exceed 3500 feet above sca igvel spoecifics
~ that the 'pilot, upon reachln,g, the Burbank localizor on the initial approachy -
fly out t‘ue nor tm"es+ leg 33 wminutes at 120 m.p.he, rizke a proccdurc turn -
at 3500 feet on the south side of this leg and descend back toward the
station on a course of 95° magnetic. Anmerican reprascntatives +C2:>"'G“ fied .
that the landing gear should be lowcred over ihe range station on cbhe indtic.
appreach and that during the final approach an airspocd of 120 :z.p oM. shoulsd
be riaintained, The night landing nininums for the Burbank Airport speeificd
a eciling of 700 fect and twe miles visibility. o '

b EoR o

MHssed wpproach Proccdure

If pground combact is nov rade wrpon passing over the loce 1lzur the pllot
2 climping right turn $to a nognetic egurse of 2709,
“clinb back to 3500 feot sititude and ask the corpany gound stavion for
_further instructions,

Burbank Ficld Hules

The Burbank .ulI‘“OI"b is a "'lgu'l')—"]c."l‘j ficld vhen used undw J_as+rw .,w‘t
weather conditions. Freguently pilots desire to civele tﬂ the le £t in ordu'
that they nay aore easily keep the airport clearly in view n ihcdr '
nosition in the left scat and uswally roguest Ucr:ﬁ_suiazifg yh&; 1&%,*1:’;‘:1
from the towcr. However, inasnuch =s clearoned to land has besn givan;
eceasionzlly the pilot m" fajl to ra qaes‘t such’ ;for*a_swon as the cantain
i apparcntly did in this cascs: : I B
s Burbomk Jirport and thén to Hake
fron Viow. Sosn after nainihg the
ap with the Herth-Soubth runmey,.

. " The airplenc was first seen Lo oros
a lei't turn. during which it c‘lsap”' lal
turn,'uoﬂ" bly for: the purposc of lmmgj :
the pilot radiced the conirel tovwer that he could not nainiein conbtact an r.i'
that he was proceocding to his alt umab(.' Polndale. It is h¢1°v~l Ahat he
ettempted the standord tmissed ﬂfar*caci*" precedum fron. this pointe In .

‘referring to the attached sketch it can recdily be seen thet if the siar
Mmissed approachh 'xocec;ure were. applied after “&ICL“L., o izf% twrn o o
correctisn would have' to be made both *‘ur position end headinge It ig
evident thet the pilotts failure to meke these currections ros , .
being carried isto.the foothills rather trm amgy fron th-m a8 ,L_m;-.ndeéi‘hy'
the standard "nigsed ppruacn" ;o,roccﬁure.. . o

| In the coursc of invest J,gau"sn 2 similzbot *Jgru wos made Iyt conpony
personnel and ropresantatives of e (ivil ieroneutics Board, This £fi ld’t
“was started from o position and hoodierg bulicved to have be@ that Oi'
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Flig h‘t oOOl and fI‘O"l mhlch Dolnt e normal right clinbing turn was nede. ™

. the simulated flight been continued to a ¢lipax tho plene woul neve struck,
"the hill at the yOSltlJF of the vrockege, at an .ap; \“ox:ma*‘ “heading o
_nagnetic. - -l '

THE B0:AHDYS INVESTIGATION

The Sanla liondea Office of the Civil Acronautics Board rcccived
notification absut 0450 PUT that ti“.e girerzit had missed its algonch o
“the Burbank sirpert on its schedwlod srrival at about 0406 and hod not ‘bes
‘heard fromsince. Upen being notified at 1000 that the wreckoge had boon

sighted an 1nvestlgat10ﬁ wras imsediately dnitiacted in 'Jccordulce mith the

" provisions ¢f Scction-702 (a) (2) of the Civil Acronzutics ey of 1930_, d.ﬁ

amended. Frank K. iicKlveen, Lir Safety Investigator oi *Hﬁ S“HJ(, m
Office of the Boord, a_z;.v\,d L the scene of the ascido

The wreckage was first placed under a tenporary srry guerd. T
later relieved by a police guard which rowined at the scene “an*il an

" cxamination of the wreckage hac beon completed by the Bsardts inves stigators

Hearj.ng

The Board ordcred a : hearing in connectilon with the inveStigetion
and John I, Chanboerlain. AsSlobant Director, Safoty Bureau of the Boar

ard, was
>
designated as the presiding ~:2Ticsr. The h.d_rlrv was held in Los znzoles,
California, on Jemuery 17 ani 1o, 1845, and the followi ing porscnnel of the

afety Bureau stalf porticipated: Jesse K. Fenno, Chief, Investigotion
Division; Ralph 4. Resd, Senior Ldr Safety Investigotor in clisrge of the

. 8anta Henica Officc; Frank K. MeKlvecn, wir Safety Investigator; nnd Xennokh
" C. Sonner, iir Safety. Specialist (ng:ez‘pls-.nts). -

QFPT _uRai 0 ‘xrll.: DLATE
"Mr C.’J.I‘I"_L

A% the time of tho accident inerican Airlines was oporating as an air
carricr under a certii‘icat,c ot rau.hiu couvc,m grice and nocossity and an 2dr
carrier opcrating certificate, beth issued pursuent o the Civil scroncutics @
het of 1938, as anended.: '?he“ certlf.’;ca}., es authordized thoe corporation to
;. engage in air transporiction with respect to ,erso'ns, oroporty and madl
. betweon various points- in thr United 5tates including Now York, E1 Pascy
Phoeniz and Bi:.‘r'bmzk o ' : '

- "Flight Persqnncl :

o

. The crow uf Tlight 6001 cchsisted of Josph Russ-:ll licCauley, captaing -
R“bgrt Gaylorf] Elzrer, first officer; and Iils Agnes Docken, stevardesse

v'd_‘.

. Cu tais C"«ulu‘-, spe 32, held an airdine tropsport pilod cortifisnis
- Although his copies of the curd iflcc,‘l,e and rotings were destroyoed oy Firs.
. ho duplicates showing that he had iho recuired horscpovier ratb ¢,Lg covld be
~Aound in Civil Agronaubics A;L:imsnwat cr. files, vh;rl;as reecrd ch'"; as -
'me’a chl certificates and sirline C::_fx J.‘ﬂ carpicr forns indicated thob

H
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had 160 to 2700 horsepower, single and milti-engine land ratings. He had

llot'n approximately 6315 hours which included 4660 nours for -American. -
virlines on DC3 equipment. FHe was enployed by American as a pilet in iraining

on March 4, 1940, and was assigned as a reserve capiain on Octover 5, 19424

His last physical examination reguired by the Civil iir Regulations was passed

on Septevqbex 12, 1%44. He satisfactorily passed his last instrument check

on Septenb er' 30, 1944, and wag la:st route che ler;’. on November &, 1944.

First Officer Fitner, age 25, held a commercial pilet certificate with
singie~sngine land, 0- 3°O horsepovwer and instrument ratings. Hz was erployed
by American as a flI‘St of ficer tarainee on owtﬂnber 15, 1942, and vias
assimed as first officer on Jdnuary 11, 1935 He had- flovm approximately
2143 hows including 1792 hours for Li"lCI'lcaﬂ on DC3 eyuipment, His last
phiysical examination reguired by the Civil Air Regulations was passcd
Dencmber 14, 1944 .

Stewardess Docken, age 22, had becn in the employ of americon sinée
April 3, 1944, and was assigned as si Ward s5 on Hay 29, 19%44.

The Aireraft

The Douglas DC2, NC 250&4, vas manufactured in lay, 1940 a as
purchased by American the same o n‘bu. It had besn in contl“zuous sc,rvice
up to the time of the accident and had flom approximately 14,88% howurs.
including 3379 hours since the last major overhaul. It was powered oy
two Tright G-102 engines and ecuipped with Hamilitcon Standard hydrometic
propellerss The engines and propellers had had 531 hours sincé major
overhaul., The aircraft, iis engincs and other equipmont had reoceived o
najor 1nspect:|.or1 ol J anuary 6, 1945, : ' S

At the tine ‘af ’x;he departure from Phoenix en rouvte to Burbank the
airerzft was equipped with de—icers and was leoaded to 25,332 lbse, wiich zs
within the allowable limits. The weight was properly distributed with
rospect to the center of gravity. It vwas estimatsd by dmerican ihet at the
time of the plane's arrival at burbank 215 gallons of fuel romained in the
tanks, Americants maintenance rccord of the aircraft revealed no- previcus
ralfunectioning that could in ang way have contributed to the accident.

EVIVENCE DISCLOSED 5 THVESTIGATION o

m 'tw on of the Wrecks g8 7 .

‘ &*’:éminatibn of. the.‘.—‘-"r‘eckage disclosed no indication of failure of any
part of the aireraft prior te irpact. larks on the ground clesrly indiceted
that the asirera.t struck the hillside in. s sharp-right turn, baonked at about
200, with the clevator tabs itrimmed for what appeared to be a slight olinsb.
The oubter wing panels were resiting in-z nermal positlon relative to cach
pther, The t2il secition from sbout the re_r cargo compartnent btuikheod aft
s1id back a short distance and came to rest with the tail wheel on the

grovnd and with the horizontal surfececs resting on bushes in zn upright
position. 7ith the exéfbtio of the tail grouy and the outer wing panods
thc rlane was almost complotely consumed by fire. Thercefore, little couid
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be learned of its condition ’ prior to the crash. Examination of ‘the _
propellers indicated that the blades were set at aphroximately 309 at the -
time of impoct. This binde setiing is one which mizht be expected were 't&ze
planc 'in unormul climb, Inspection of the engines revealed that the ,
propellers hid. stopped saddenly,' probably making less than one revelution
after :_mpact.;.f"here vas no evidence disclosed which might indicate amy
malfunctioning of the ergines or {their accessories, T

dost of the instruments verc so damazed that little information could
be obtained from them. One altimeter indicated an approzimate setting of
2014 vihich was in close grc:ﬂment vith the station settmv. Evidonce -
indicated that all seat belts were fastened at the time of 1"'19:10"{3

Air Bavigstion Radio Alds

4s deseribed earlier in this report Burbank Airport is not served by

a leg of the rogular airvays radio range but operates with a low-powered
lscalizer. PBoth tho control tovier and the lecalizer at the Burbank A.errt
arg opcrated by the Civil Aeronsuties Administration. A check of the
localizer as well as the regular range stations at Nevhall, Los Angeles. .
end Palmdale indicated that all were operating normally at the tlme of the .
accidont. R

According to cxpert opinion given by CAA Adir Carrier personnel the
radio facilitics and precedurcs at the Burbank Airport are adequate
rrovided pilots adhere to the standard  approach m-ocedure. If, however, -
deviation is made from standard prococddre during marginal u!eather the
proximity of terrsin obstructions presents a crltlcal gituation., Even
wAith the installation of othor types of radic facilities it is believed that
operating conditions at this ficld in marginal vieather would not be materially
changed due to the geogruphlcdl locati on and tnc charucte; of the surroundlng
terrain, w :

3
+r

Weather hnal}fs*ﬂ

The regulur far\,chsn periods used b :thé Teather Purean overlépp'éd SR
during the period neer the time of the accidcnt. The terminal forecast ,
for Burbank for *the _i‘ﬁ st period 2130 Taruary 9 to 0530 Jenuary 10 (FUT) vwass

Ceiling 400, overcast, Vlblulllt’ 1 mile, lignt fog to CC20; :
Folloved by calling 200, ovoreast, 1/2 mile, mederate fog, clouds
stratus top 1800,

For the second peried, 0330 to 1130:

Ceiling 500, over cast 13 mile, light fog 4o 0900, followed by ceiling
7C0, ow,rcust visibility one mile, 1ight Fog intermittent light - -
drizzle, upper clouds cirrus and altocumlus, lower clouds stmtus
tﬂp 3000. - : :

The forecensts for beth the Teather Bureau u.n'q the Company werc sonevri}at _
on the conscrvative side, btoth indicating donditions slightly vorso than those
vhich ocovrred, They also indicated that minimums allowable for landing. wiculd
probably not oxist at the time of the arrival of American Airlines P‘h{fh‘h éﬂ@h
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- A summary of the weather reports for the Los ingeles area from 1230
+t0o 0430 is as. follows:

In the Sen Fernande Valley ceilings ond visibility were voriable with
below minimums prevailing over most of the period but vith occasional
periceds of marginal comditions slightly above mindimums occurring at "‘urnank.
On the occan side of the Santa lionica louniains instrument. conditions were
reported dwring the first tiro hours of "the period but ceiling was reporicd as
900 to 1200 feet at the los Agnelcs Municipzl hirsort during nhc remainder
of the period. Throughout the arca occasional light drizzle was ocourring
and temporature was reported in the low fiftles with the dew point only a few
degrces lovier. :

The. fodlowing scquence of @bservations Tras madc and recorded by the
T.cathor, Burean ot Barbenk on Jarnory 10, 1945:

Records :
0222 ~ Instrument, mcasured 700, overcest, 1 ‘"u‘e, light drizele, light
fog, 1020.3 millibars, 51, 49, ESE 3, 30.12 inches.

Local Extrax _
0245 — Instrument, ncasurcd 700, overcast, 13 miles, light drizzle, light
fcg'o ’ ’ :

SEf’Cial"‘ - : _ . .
0360 - Instrument, medsured 700, overcast, 2 miles, light fog, 1020.3, 51,
49, ESE 3, 30.12. v

Tocal Extra
0315 — Instrument, mea surcﬂ 700, overcast, 2 miles, light f@g.

Rezeord '
0323 - Instwaent, rm,as ared 700 variable, overcast, 2 miles, llghn-fog_,
01020.3, 51, 49, SST 4, 30.12, cell:l.ng variable 5600 to 700. R

.

Local Extra o , T — |
0345 - Instrument, measurdd 600 vcdrln.blv overcast, 1% miles, lizht fog,
ceiling vardable 400 tc 600, ST

. e

Chocx
0400 = Same as previous observation.

%szes 01 {eathér ‘Bttf'e;u Obsefvations-

- MRecordh  ~: A cc**pleta retecrological SbseRiation talken cnm, cach ‘hour

. for trmaﬂ031v11 oy rarlo [y +L,_Let*fp -

NSpecial® - A M“speeizl! is r@qu:u"rc.d at eny time an imporiant change in
“weather conditions t.«es place, rules for which sre specified
in Circular N, : :

"Ioval Extral'-These are requirec"t at: designated terminal and intermediate
~alrport stations each 15 minutes whon the ceiling becomes less
than 6006 fect am:/or the visidility is less than 1i miles, also
‘ypon reguest by an airline, private pilots or pilets and officials
of the militery or other organizations,

HCheel! - An obsirvetion taken once an hour, midvway batween record
obsarvations to confirm or amend the lost recorded obscrvation.
-7 =
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0404 = Closed, indefinite ceiling 400 var'lable, overcast, 1-3/4 miles,
1ight foz, 1029._}, 5k, 49, T 3, 20,12, ceiling vmmu_Le A0C o LG,
__15_8018.1 - o

0413 «~ Instrument, measured 700, overcast, 2 miles, light fog, 1020.3,
51, 49, MW 3, 30.12. ,

in addition to the hourly observations taien Uy the lieather Bureaw
and included in the hourly teletype sequences other observations are made
for keeping the weather up toc date. These include "Special%, "Local Extral
and "Check™ observabionse. The "Special" observations are reg uired to be
transmitted by teletype and radio although teletype congesiion may delay
their transmission. These "Zpecials! are filed whenever changes of con-
siderable importance oceur. The "Check® and "Local Extra® observations do
not necegsarily c¢ontain any changes from the previous observations and if
they dn the changes are of small magnitude, These are not handled by t ela=-
type because of the lack of available commnication time. Then the ceiling
or visibility spproaches the operating limits of an airline even the small
changes contained in the "Local ExtraM or "Check" obscrvabtions may be in~
portant to a particuler airline, It hac been agreed at Burbank between the
airline operators and the Weather Bureau that whenéver it was important for
an airline to be kept adviscd of all weather changes they would notify the
Teather Bureau which would then see that the alrl_ne received promptly all
changes contained in any type of observation bei *1{:, mads, In the particular
case of this flight the first obtsorvation indicating the lowering of ceiling
helow the operating mirndmum was the "Record" observabion at 0323 in which a
remark was inserted that the ceiling was varizble 600 to 70C feet, Follow-
ing this, at 0345, 2 "Local Extral cobservation showed a measured coiling of
£00 feot which was below Burbank Airport's operating minimum, Amcrican h
Airvlines had not requested that they be keph advised of all weathor changes
and, therefore, had not reccived the report showing that the weather had
dropped to belew insirument aporoach minimums. Company personnel indicated
by their testimony that they had mode a visual observaticon of their ow
and assumed that no weather chonge had taken place.

DISCUSSION AND FINDINGS

The facts disclosed by this investigation center firct around the
pilotts action when he found 1t impossible te maintain visual reference
to the ground and sccond arcund the failure of company £ round poruo*mel

to pbtain pertinent U. 3. Leather Bureau reports and the 1n9_dequac‘,e af the
weather informticn whick they furnished to the pilot.

Considerable significance must te attached tc the manncy in which thi
flight was handled by sround porsonnel. Considering the. forecests of bonh
the U. S, Teather Bureau and the company, =s well as the actual regorts
available to the pilet and to the dispatbcher, it was evident that conditicns
2t Burbank . were verying bebwesn below minimums and a marginal condition
barely  yithin mimdmms, Thile the last recort the pilot had at the time of
Iis spproach to tic ficld indiested that weather was within compeny minizms
there were thred. subscquent observetions, at least two of wideh gould hove
boon made availeble to him, that indicated the ceiling would be bolow mind=:
mums ot the Burbank Airport oi or abcub the time the flight wes axpected to
.;}{rrivg over thg field, Thercas the D‘.L_LOL- did estaplish visual conbaet with



the airport weather conditions at the time were such that this contzet must
‘have been made at an altitude below the instrument minizuem of 700 feet. Be~
cause Amcrican Alrlines feiled o request that they be koph gdvisced of sig-
nificant changes vhen weather conditions. arc marglidl, 4in accordance with
the procedure agreed upon, they were not aware that the weather had dropped
below minimums. It, theorcfore, appesrs that weather Anformation. was avail—
able bub through laxity of American Airlines ground personncl it was not
utilized.

Although the pilot was placed in a disadvantageous position by the
lack of accurate weather informetion this fact in itsclf did not rolicve
him from his responsibility to plan and execute a proper climb—out pro-
cedtwre. In reconstructing the scquence of cvemts the fact that thc a2ir-
cratt was scen to go ovor the airport with landing geor up and landing
lights off indicatcs that the pilot hed decided that he would not be able
to land. It appears thet he then chonged his mind as indicated by the
left turn which followed. It was immediatcly after this turn that he
radioccd he was unable to maintain contact and was procecding to his alter—
nata. He apperently started the right turn of the standard "misscd-
approaca® proccdure at & point and from a heading which nade this pro-
cedure inapplicable,.

Based on the foregoing facts and censiderations the Board finds thats

1. 4t the time of the cccident the 2ir carrier vias operating under
proper certification. The meinicnance of the sircroft hod beon satisfoctorye.

2, . Examination of the wreckoge rovealod ne indieation of failure of
any part of the aircraft prior to impect.

3. THavigational facilities and eguipment, both on the ground and in
the cireraft, were operating normelly. '

4. Routine position reports vere made botieen Bl Paso and Burbank
and the coperation vas ner:zal in all respoets until the flight rceched the -
Burbank Range Station on its initial approach,

5s Yeather conditions at the Burbank Lirport werc below the estab-
lished ninimm for an instrunent approach ot the tinme the flight passed
oveyr the fieid. '

PROBABIZ CAUSE

The possibility cof an accident beeane @ potentiality when the
conpany ground pcersomncl failed io obtain and transmit dmportent weather
information to the pilet. Feilure o cbtain and transmit this informaticn
te the pilot constitubes negligence on the port of the company. This,
however, did not relicve the pilot of his rosponsibility to conduct a safe
flicght elthough it dic placo hin in & discdvantagecus position. EHed he
proverly executod the "misscd-opproacch® procedurc it is wnlikdly tiet the
accident would hove ocewrrads The Beard, therefors, dotcrmines that the
pretable cause of this asceident uas "the piletts attenpt to use thc
standard tnissed-approach! procedurc after heving followed ancthor ccurse
up to a point where it was inpossible 4o nrpply this procedure safely.n
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