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EEFORT OF THE CIVIL ABRONHAUTICS BOARD
on the
Investigation of an Accident Involving Aircraft
In Scheduled Air Carrier Operation

Following an zttempted routire mail pickup an aircraft owned and
rerzted by A1}l Anerican Aviation, Inc. struck a tree and crashed apprexi-
mately 22 miles south of Oreensourg, Pa., January 12, 18 45, The pilob,
Albert Eugene Holstrom, Jr., was killed, his flight mechanic, Lillard Cecil
lingar, sustaired seriovs injuries and the aireraft was demclished.

Holstrom, age 27, held an sirline tramspori certificate with a single- .
engine land 0-325 h.p. rating. He had flown apuvroximately 3023 hours
including 149 in the type of rlane invelved. He had received approximaiely
68 hours training on pickup bechnigue and rocte familiarization and had .
made 18 soleo flights for a total of 81 hours which included eight round.
trips on the route involved. Lingar, sge 30, 1eld a commercial ;mlot
certificate with single-engine land 0-20 h,p. and flizht insiructor o
ratings and ap aircraft and engine mechanic certificate. As flign+ ﬂQCﬂuﬁlc'xl
he operated the mail pickup device. The zirecraft, a Stinson SR-10C, '
NC 22535, was powered by a Lycoming 24% n.p. engine.

The fiight, desigrated as Trip 9, devaried from Harrisurg, Fa., at
approylmately 1605 to make asrial uel iverles 2ad vickups of mail ard exXpress
at stations en route to Fitishurgh, Pa. About 1753 the rlane auoroachsd
the Greensburg station. Following & steep descent with considerable sp eed.

& lov approach was made in which the pickup rope of the outhound =mail .
container caught on the landing gear. The container was dragged approxi-
mately 300 feet at which point the rope broksz and the container =nd rope .
fell to the ground. The plane was climbed to an aliitude of approxim te!g
100 fest and a wmedium-banked turn to the left was siarted.  Tingar gtaiad -
that at this time the pilot tummed his head to the right and locking bacw L
said something he does not remember. Turing this time the tur “,sceepenﬂd
and the plane lost sltitade until its right wing and ra At landing gear -
ccllided with & tree at a point about 30 feet above the grournd. The rlans .
then swerved to the right and struck the grownd, slid forward about 55 fes
and cartwhesled to 2 stop approximately 1000 feet beyond the tfev, .

Examination of the wreckass ravealed no indication of failnre ;ricrr';
to impact with the tree and the flight nechanic stated thal the plans
engine functioned normally. '

The pilot diverted his attention from his Ilying following the -
pickup attempt apparently in an effort to determine from the fiight ”*Gﬂa.&c
what had happened. This, it is believed, rzsulted in his inadvertently .
permitting the plane tc descend during the turn teo & peint where ?O;;lbl&3 
with the tree occurred. ' RS
The probable causs of this accident was the ;a‘ot’: diverting his
attention during a low turn Wblch *Psu1+ed ir a loss of altitude =nd
1c0111510n wlth a tres, '
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