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AMERTCAN ATRLIIES DCq - TAYT ORC‘%A“‘T TRAINIEG PLAIT
NEAR SALINE, ,T’Tul.IGA” ~ DECE: "BE‘% 24, 1?44 '

‘American Airlines' Flighi 21 ard & Taylorgraft trainer ¢ollided im
flight anproximately 4E miles northeast of Salineg, #ichigan, on. -
December 24, 1944. Mo one was injured. Despite major damage the DC3
was landed successfully in a cornfield. The Tavlorcraft's rudder arid
elevator controls were rendered inoperative by impact and its occupan
parachuted safely. The plane was demolished upon impact with *ﬁe *he*.lnd,"_,L

kmerican's Flight 21 of December 24, en route from New ‘-jox;"}zr to
Chicago, was dispatched from the intermedizte stop of Detroit at
1125 ENT.* Take—off was made 2t 1128 by the First Officer whe was %o .
flv the airliner to Chicago, the next schaduled stop. The 'wgnt Lro-
ceeded in a  routine manner to its assigned altitude of 2500 feet and
headed west, As it passed the “illow Run Airport the Cartain nzde &
~radio report. Some traffic was expected at this point and the Capiain
delayed a minute or two before making the routine entries in his flight
log, - ¥hile meking the entries, his attention was diverted momentarily:
from the flight path a2head. At abont the same time the Firsi f*lcc*r L
tuned the auxiliary receiver tc the frecuency of the next raﬂge' ";a*fmo“,-x
at Lansing, Michigan. He stated that as he leaned forwéard to Iime up.
the tuning dial his upper limit of vision was 1pcreased ‘znd he*saw &
yellow plene coming from above, He said he was startled and ivolun~ ]
tarily depressed the left wing to clear the approaching plans but vw;:mt ,ff

simultaneously felt an impact against the DG3's left wing. ~The Cartain
immediately took cver the controls. The left wing wint da“ asoaf 200
and continued downward despite the Captain's efforts to-leve
the right engine idling and the left‘eﬂglne Opei’atii’lf abt en
the corbined efforts of. Captain'anﬁ? First COfficer brought 1
level laterally but altitude conld not be maint '

selected a field he could :reach by turning only
right and landed with wheels up and flaps dow
three wire fences the plane stooped in aﬁ.aﬁug‘qt
were sustained in the collision or landing.
professional skill in landing the damaged plane.’
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An instructor and student had taken ofT
in tﬂe 1awflorcraft at approximately 1100 for

¥ All time referrea to nherein is Fastern Yoy and based én the

-i'jclock




After DI“&Cthln*” turns and spins there the
‘ rtion and orien
Y "“hev testi f:Lec that thev were fl*““q“ scubhn
'éof from 21;0@ to 25“0 feet ahove sea level (aﬂnro,flm.,ely
above the grourid) at a point about 1} miles..southwast of
i;h,ecc&pan’as FHated. tna tHEY cont 1nupd stral,r:h and 19‘&* 1
n-a:gouthwesterly direction for apﬂr cximately three minutes,
'that both were on the conirpls, and that neither: saw the Dl"3 prior to

ie O .T‘aey FE1t ‘the -J.T&Datt b, he #9504 neise and the in-
zzctor“rea ra.zed that the'- ~-rudder and’ elpvator controls wers inopefc'*-"
structed the student.to jump and with hie assistance sh g lafi
: t."abuut 1200 ‘F‘eet . the J_nstmutar ballﬁﬁl out at akohy” 8”‘1 Bt

1 in a nearly vertical i

‘ "*_'he g“cnmd nav' ’r,ne two tﬂanns just before "‘*ay
' _an,‘s’ﬁa ed ‘that, both were flving straight-and level, the ]
eadeci pprcmmatﬂlv v'est uhe Tavyiorerait gbprax:r_r"aﬂ‘e 1y qou’cm:esi:.

i that the Taylorc‘f‘ai"t vas slightly above the DC3. He

rte : h1s attentlon nonﬂn'tar 11y md heard but did not see

. : m{amnat*oh o.f' the. t‘f 1f'craft 1nﬂlcated hc,,t the propeller '31
: _ﬁf “the! DC3¢5¢1eft enrine S'tl'LICL 2 rmetaliic member’of the Tayl orcraf“s
‘presumed to !13'!3"’—“ boeﬂ the lﬂa| sp J.m:r of the tail: rfhew,. ‘The: Ta

of .
had beul swﬁrﬂu o«f' BT tl‘ée Tmft ‘Dl"f“:!’“llcl’“ of’ the D
ad, dm 4 Troe =zt the anprox rimate point of eoYlisiod.
tor and stabumz@r tip, martoof ’tbe vertieal- fin .;.nd
z_ght),laad rig ‘gear had also becn tom off: These. parts i 51T
"u's of aboit 300 feet amroy:ma‘rey'- onz. mile south o

ain wreckage. . The’ ‘severed tail wheel was nbt”

- .hxamn'ztmﬂ o:E‘ cclhslcm marks on the wo :
- ba‘bh nlmes 'mnrc m ZE*}EI'D}CLI?ic‘tE:l" ].cveT ﬂ’ ght

"'-uuﬁterad cﬂ ouds au j( 20, to

o mSCLs SICH 'AI"D m;: ‘:

“"‘ 519:3 accurfed ws‘? ‘ca thr right (nort ) :
¥o. _L;?,. Bot‘h L,la“cq were within their ricrhn,s'_

r in .ﬂnch wha swf;z,v‘e““F
ar and the left. Gn.lyrt}:-é,




Upon the basis of available evidence the Board finds that-

iI. The air carrier, both aircraft and flight pﬁrsonnﬂ; we
properiy certificated.

2. Weather conditions wers good and had no bearing on the accid {{;jf*
3. The DC3 was headed west, the Taviorcraflt aUﬁWU};ﬂdtplw south—f:_‘
(2500 feet above sea 1evel) mhen 'the" col‘l jded.

4. The Tavlorcraft being overtaken bv-*hﬂ Taster DC3 ha"wﬂght—of%-f
way according to Civil Air Regulations. ‘ .

5. At the time of the collision the attention of the DC3 Cap
and First Officer was diverted to duties inside the cockpit. Heit
the DC3 Captain nor the occupants of the Tayloreralt had observed
presence of the other. - The IC3 First Officer saw the Taylorcraft j
prior to impact. '

PROPABLE CAUS

The probable cause of this accident was lack of vigilance of
crew of the overtaking DC3. '

BY THE CIVIL AERCNAUTICS BOARD:

/s/ L. Weleh Pogie

/s/ ¥arllae Brsneh

/s/ Oswald Rvan

/s/ Josh Ies




. transpert persons, property and mail Hetwe:

SUPPLE wTAL DATA

Investigation and Hearing

The Chicago Office of the Civil Aeronautics Bozrd received notifi-
cation and the Board immediately initiated an investigation in.
accordance with the provisions of Section 702 (a) (2} of the Civil
Aerconautics Act of 1938, as amended. An Air Safety Investigator from
the Chicago Office arrived at the scene of the accident at 1322 the
same day.

In connection with the investipation the Roard ordersd a Pubiic
Hearing which was held at Ypsilanti, Vichizan, on December 29. Ths
Assistant Director, Safety Bureau of the RBoard, served as Presiding
Officer and others of the Board's Safety Bureau staff particinmated..

Flight Personnel

Captain Victor Robert Bvans, First Officer §. Richard Lvons, and
Stewardess Mary Brauer,” CDWDT¢¢HC the crow of the D23, Both pilots "mre‘
properly certificated and qualificzd for this flight.

Flight Instruetor Donzld Jay 0Oridley and Student Pilot Elecanow
Cramecr, both of Ypsilanti, ﬁ?chlcan occupied the Tayloreraft. Gridlev
held a commercial pilet cert ate with single-engine land, C-80 h.p. _
end flight instructor,ratings. #iss Cramer had recsived. abou+ five naur5¥
of dual instruction. ST

Adrcraft

Aircraft NC 21752, a Douglas DG3, was purchas éd by Ameriean Adriine
on August 30, 1939, and sold to tho Army on 1arch 14, 1942, American”
repurchased it on Octorer 18, 1944, Tnls airersit had besn p'iown =z
total of 12,164 Lours anludlng approximately 341 since :
overhoul. TD1&S p@wnmd‘“rtvc‘qigﬁ;Cvc$mm,u—¢ujcng
with Hamilton Standard, hydromatic propellcrs.

Aircraft NC 24403, a Taylorcraft BL-
ILycoming 65 h.p. engine, wes manufacture
flovm 2 total of 3405 hours including 19

overhaul. It was owned bv'Vps1¢Pnt1 Alr S:rV1cc, Inc.

a

Air Carrier

American Airlines, TInc., a DUslawerc corporation with headouartors
in Few York, N.Y., was opecrating as an air caﬂrier wder a currently
effective certificate of public convenicnce and nsczssity and &n air
uant o thu Sivil Ae

carrier operating certificate both issue d
Act of 1938, as zmended. These cortifica

7'*Unitéd States inb;udlng Detroit and Chicag
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