Adopted: Juiy 28, 1944

File No. 2237-L)

REPORT OF THE CIVIL ~ERCNAUTICS BOARD
on the
Investigation of an Aceident Involving hAircraft
During o Local Pleasure Flight

A dave to within 50 fcet of the ground followed by 2 steep pulle
up endcd 1n a spin and ecrash thot elaimed the lives of Student Pilot
Sylvester Carl Peer, nge 35, of Turtle Crcek, Penn., and his son Domrld,
age 8, et Patt-Wilkun Larport, Pateairn, Penn., about 3 23 peme on
.pril 30, 194J;,

The pilet had 35C solo hours, including 50 hours in the proceeding
90 days and 15 hours in the type nircraft involved., The airercft, an
Aeronce 65-C, NC 23587, owned by G. F. Sichelstoel, J, Balotta, L. L.
Pecr, and the pilet, was cxtensively damaged.,

Peer took off at %:00 p.m. cccompanied by his son., The aircraft
left the vieinity of the scirport snd when next obscrved by two adult
witnesses, about %:22 pem., was 1n a shallow dive towzrd the airport.
Thas dive wos continued to a height of appreoximatcly 50 fect, followed
by @ stecp climb to about 300 fects % this point the aircraft was
stalled and entered a spin to the left, Rotntion was stopped after
one turn but the alrplanc continued dewrward, strikang the ground at
an angle of about L5°,

This was o plain case of bad judgment by the pilot. Peer was
kncwn to hove o habat of pulling up sharply at low altitudes in this
aircraft and had been warned against such a practice. He "ms consider-
ed overconfadent. Dual controls werc conneccted and operative. Para=-
chutcs were not worn.

The probable causc of the nccident wes an inadvertent spin at an

altitude too low to permit recovery, during a reckless flying demonstra-
t1on,

BY THE BOARD

/s/ Frad_i. Tooibs

Secretary



