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REPCRT OF TEE CIVIL AERONAUTICS BOARD
on the
Investigation of a Propeller Accident

Lewis Smith leClzin was seriovsly injured by en sircraft propeller
about 12:,5 p,m. on December 8, 19,3, =t the Minden, Nevada Airport.
The aircraft, a Meyers OTW-160, NC 3L3.9, owmed by the Defense Plant
Corperation, was not camaged,

I¥Clain, a commercial pilot with an instruetor's rating, was pre-
paring to take George Warren Shapard, e War Tra. .ng Service student
enrolled in the instructor course, up for a final check flight prior to
graduation. The usual personnel wers not availanle to assist in stert-
ing the engine, as 1t was during the noon hour, .:d McClain sttempted to
start the engine himself with the stndent et the controls. He instructsd
the student to get i1n the front cockpit end aske him 1f he could reach
the 1gnition switeh, which 1s loecoted in the rear cockpit out is
eccessible to the front cockpit. When Shapard answered in the affirm-
ative, MeClain started around the wing to the fro-t of the airplane.

At the lefc wing tip he called to Shapard and asvcd 1f the switeh was
"off." Shapard seid, "Yes, switch off," and McClain then asked him to
use the wo-ple pump. Stepping to tne front of <he plane McClain started
turniang the propeller and agatn asked 1f the swatch was "off." This
pars cf the conversatisn was misunderstood by the student who immediately
turncd the switch to the "on" position. On the third swing of the pro-
preller the engine started and the propellsr struck MeClain aecross the
right hend, frecturing two bones.

t

This accident was due to the student'r masunderstending of ihstrue-
tions givea by the instructor, and carelessness on the part of botn in \
their technique in starting the engine,

BY THE BOARD

/S/ Emi..ﬂf——mas
Secrctary



