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HLPORY OF THE CIVIL ATROMANTICS BOARD
on the ' '
Imvestigation of an Accident Involwing Aircraft
During & Cross-Country Ferry Flight '

Pilot Edwin Palmer Stiles was seriously injured and his passenger, .
ndward Henry Sevene, received minor injury in an accident which occurred at
wellenville, llew York, about 4:45 p.m., on December 6, 1943. 5tiles, age -
24, held a commereial pilot certificate with single-sngine land, 0-135 N.Day
and flight instructor ratings. He had flowm approximately 655 solo hours, . .
 about 280 of which were in the type airplane involved, Sevene, age 26, held

‘2 student pilot certificate ard haé flowm a total of 20 hours, 8 of which . -
. were solo. The aircraft, an Aeronca KC, HC 19720, owmed by the passenger, . .
" was extensively dameged, -

Pilot Stiles, accorpanied by Sevenc, departed Lehighton, Pennsylvania,
" about 1:30 p.m. on a ferry flight to “est MHinoY, Heine, with the intention - -
of stopping at Lime Ridge, New York to refuel. They stated that they were -
mable to locate Lime Ridge, duc to poor visibility, and proceeded on a .
northerly coursec until over Hellenville. Realizing they were getting low =~ =
on fuel, they landed on a ficld sbout 1700 feet long, which was soft and - L
covered with patches of snow. The airplame was then refusled with 5 gallons
. of automobile gesolinc secured from & service station. The pilot started _
. a take~off against a 3-mile wind from the south, toward the town, and after
" .a run of approximately 1000 feet, the airplane left the ground but was un— .
..able ‘to climb over trees and houses which were slightly upgrade. - The pilot
- maneuvered the plane botween the tress and continued aboutb 700 feet 1o &
. ‘point where the right wing struck a tree approximstely 60 feet above the .-
- .ground, scvering the wing tip. The aircraft then rolled over and dived in
"4 nearly vertical attitude to the ground. S T
Examination of the wreckage did not Teveal a failure of any part of “the
~ airplanc prior to impact with the tree, The antomobile gasoline might have.. -
" reduced the power of the engine sufficiently to be considered a contributing
© factor to the sceident. MHeither the pilet nor passengor could state defi=l
-‘nitely but both thought the engine was functioning normelly at the iime @?- ‘

. The probablc causc of this accident was the pilot's poor judgment in . -
" talting of f from a soft field, uphill; and toward pbstructlons, uhen_heirceur 1d .
* ‘have taken off dowmhill toward open fields, with -2 fence at thaﬂemi of the o
. field the only obstruction to be cloarcd. Alkhougl the t:'ik‘e—?fl Y:asﬁéa{;
- -into the wind, @ 3 m.psh. wind does nob seen to justify the pilot's. judgaent.
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