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on tne
Investiravion cfuan azrcraft Propeller Lccidehi

Wilizan Arthur Debus wes scriously inured wrile starting sr eir- '
craft engine at the Ilunicinal snarport, Doulder, Colorado, about £:15 a.n. :
on Dresmber 3, 1943, Tae acreraft, a Piper J3C-o%, C 26837, owned by
the D.fense Plant Cornmoration and bLieing operated Ly lountain Siates Avia-

i1on Company, wes not damagea.

Debug, o 'lar Training Service tlevy trainee, vas assisting Jack
Tillard Tloed, another VTS Navy stucent, in starting the engine of NC 26887
After celling "svatch off" and "throttle closed,” Debus pulleod the nropel- '
ler taroupgh several tincs vo prime the engane, then cellsed "cortact, .
vhereupon Woed turned on both svaitches and crackoa the throttle LU tnus
point ar inslructor ncarty colled Depus!' attention to the tact thet there
wére no chocks in iront of ihe vheols ana Debus, *ithout removing nis hend
from the propeller, reached for ihe choc'ts and 1n so aoing roved the pro-
peller. The enpiae stacted end the propeller struck hit on tae right
hand, brecking scveral bonco

Investaigation disclused tnat alirourh the students had been properly
instructed in the corrcet mothod of starting an engine, additionel in—
struction has becen given to 211 swudents by the flight operator to pre-
veat similar cccurrcnc.s.

The probable ceurc ol this accident vas car<lessnesSs on the part of
Studont Debus 1n not [ollowving ins*ruactzons properly.
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