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REPORT OF' THE C(VIL AZROH#AUTICS BOLRD
cn the
Investigation of an Accident Involving Aarcraft
burirg a Local Instructicn Flight

Instructor Iawrence LDrvan Short and his student, Theodore Frank
Boersma, were seriously injured in an accident which cccurred approxi-
mately 3 miles southwest of the Junicipel hfirport, Yakima, ‘jashington,
about 12:45 p.m. on lNovember 23, 1943. Short, age 32, held a cormercial
pilot certificate with single-engine lana, O0=330 h.p. and flight instrue-
tor ratings. He had flowm approaamstely 1364 hours. Roersma, age 36,
held a student pilot certificate and had accurmlated about 60 hours of
flight time. The aircraft, a Piper J5B, NC 35870, owned by Boersma, was
demolished.

Short and Boersma toolk off from tne Yakama Axrport at 12:0C ncon for
g local ainstructicn flight Yo consist of low altitude maneuvers in an area
J} mles southmest of the arrport. Lbout 45 mnutes later, while practicing
"S" turns £t an indicated altitude of 600 feect, the inctructor closed the
throttle and called for a simlateu forced landing. The stueent sclected
a field ana made an anproach, including wvo 0% turns. He -5as on the final
leg when the instructor vold hamn to pull up anu go on. Duc to loss of
{lying spced, the instructor wuok over the conlrels and opened the tarot-
tle. ihetbor he applicd peower too late or the engine failod to respond
could not be definitely determinca.  Howover, The stall became complete
and the plane crasned tc the grouna on 1te nose at an angle of about 30°.

Examination of the wrcckage revealed no evidence of failure of any
part of thne aircraft prior te the fcciaent., The monner in vhich the pro-
peller was broken .ndicated that little, if any, power was heang dcveloped
at the tare of ampact. Short statoed thet he instiucted the student to
start the recovery «t apnroxamutclv 300 fcoet above the ground but that the
engine farlod to rospond whenr the throttle 1wes oponed.  However, both he
and has student stated tnat the simulated forced landing was begun at
600 feet indicated altxtude above the level of the airport. As the ter-
rain at the sccone of ihe cccident is 225 foct haigher then {he Yakima Air-
port, 1t eppcars that the planc was only 375 fuct 2bove the ground when
the 1nstructor called for the simulated forced lending. The mancuvers
descrabed would entail a loss 2f considerabl; nere than 75 feet of alta-
tude and might reasonably be oipected to bring the plan. to vithin 100 fect
of the ground, Damage to the aircrafl indicat.d that the planc had beon
stalled at a lov azltitude, perhaps 75 to 100 fuet. The terrain ain the
vicinity of the accident was suatable for a landing.

The probable caucc of this accidcnt was the anstructor's faulty judg-
rent 1n allovang the student to make a simulated forced landing below a
safc altitude and in feiling to take corrcctive action in time to provent
a stall.
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