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REPORT OF THE CIVIL AERONAUTICS BOxED
on ihe
Investigation of an Axrcreft Propeller Accident

Harcld Thies, age 18, was saricusly injured when he wns struck by
an aarcrafs propeller at the Carletom Alrport, Stanton, Minnesot:, about
12:55 p.n. on November 19, 1943, The airplant, & Howard DGA-18K,

NC 39656, owned by the Defense Plant Corporation snd being operated by
Hinek FMlying Service, Inc., received mnor damage.

Thies, an employese of the [Linck Flying Service, was assisting Howard
Ieon Carter, a War Training Scrvice Army trainec, in starting the enginc
of NC 39656. A4fter trying unsuceessfully for several minutes to start
the engine, Thies called for "swilch of T8 and Gaiter repeatad, "evatch
Jff," Thies then swung the propeller again, whereupon the engine kicked
backward and the propsller siruck Thizs on the left arm and right hand.

A subsequent check of the engine did nol reveal any indication of
failure or malfunctioning of any mart of the impulse coupling, magnetoes,
or 1gnition switch.

The probable cause of this accident was carclessness on the part of
both Carter anc Thies; Carter for not deiermining that the ignition switch
wig 1n the full "off" position before calling "switch off," and Thics for
failing to tarn the propeller in such a manner as to he in the clear in
the event the engine started,

BY THE BOxRD

/s/ Fred Ay Toombs
Secrel Iy




