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PEPORT OF THE CIVIL .E.ON.UTICS RO.ED
on the
Investigation of o Froneller Accident

Instructor Frederick Snow Dexter wns seriously injurcd by rn air-
eraft propeller at the Tahoe Douglas Airport, linden, Neyada, ab.ub
10 15 a.r. on Voverber 10, 19L3. Dexter held o commoreiznl pilot cer-
f1f1cote with single-cengine lend, 0-325 hope and flight instructor
rrtings., He had flown about 422 solc hours, L8 of which were in th
type nirplanc invelved. The rircraft, o Meyers OT.-1560, NC 3L347,
owred by the Dsfonse Fl-nt Corporat:ion, was not Comaged.

Instructor Dcxter ~nd Stuueat Jomes Robert Febde were preparing
far o roubtine wmstructior fli,ht. Ihbe, occupying the front seat, had
primed the cngine prep-r-~tory to sbarting ~nd was stoanding by to
oper. te the throvtlc. The switeh, located an tne rear cockoit, wes
operctea by tic imstructor. Instructor Dester ploecd the whoel chocks
in ploee, pullecd the prepeller through several revolutions, turncd on
the left megneto switch and s mng The nropeller. The enginc was
equipped wath wn i1mpulse starter ond 2v the beginning of the downward
swing, the enginc started, snapping the propeliler awny freom the
mstructor., He wrs throvm off balanece ana as ke swang rround to the
right, h1s left arm was struck by one oi the propellcr blades.

The propellor wos 1n on «lmost horizontal position when the
engine wos cronked ond cue to 1ts hipth vosition cbove the ground 1t
wis neecessa:y for Doxter to stand dongerously close to  tle propeller
arc 1n crasr to recch the propcller znd suang 1t through.

This cccidert w-s apparently due to thc instructor's co.clessness
in attempting to swing whe propeller from such < kigh positacr~ that he
wig unable to keep himsclf clcar of the onth of the roevelvaing “lades,.
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