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REPURT OF THE CiVIL AERONAUTICS BOARD
cn the
Investigation of a Propeller fccicent

Instructor Daniel Watson Lomex was seriously mmjured by en aircraft
propeller at Owens Field, Columbian, South Curolina, about %:00 pe.m. on
September 2|;, 19,3, Lomex held s commercial pilot ecertifacate with
smgle=engine leand, 0-80 h.p., =2nd flight instructor ratings. He hed
flown epproximately 467 hours, all in the type plane involved., The
eircraft, ~ Piper J%C-45, NC L1074, owned by the Defense Plant Corpo-
ration end being opcrnted Ly the Howthorne Flyaing Service, lne, sus=-
teined a broken propeller,

Instructer Lomax and his student, Irving Albert Williams, a War
Trearang Service traince, preparetory to a loecal i1astrvetion flaght,
texied around the forward erreraft parking line snd attempted to turn
left down the ramp towrrd take-off position. The sircraft wrs ot
equippea with brekes. An 11 mep.h. guartering tail wird end o sktaight
downgrade resulted in the erreraft swingimg wide and rolling, out of
convrol, townrd two Army autorobiles parkcd or *ac rampe. Rezlizing
they were in denger of collading with the sutomobiles, Lomax closed
the throttle, got out of the plane sbout 50 feet from the parked ears
and ettempted to stop the planc by holding back on the right wing
diegonal struts. Another instructor, an onlooker, caught hold of the
right wing tip and attempted to swing the nlsiec around and swey from
the cars, at the seme time ealling to the stuaent to cut the switch.
Lomax then left his position ot the right wing struts and ducked under
the nose of the plone. =xs he did mo, thc 1dling propeller struck him
or his head and right hand, Folloving this awpaet the engine stopped
end the plane came to » stendsil), facing the foremost automobile,

Since this acecident, locel faield rulcs have beoen assued that a
ground attendant shall accompony each plane when in the vieinity of the
parking norea, ond a request hns heen made of the Officer in Charge of:
lMotor Transportation that cuctomobiles not bo parked on the remp to offer
o hazard to taxvaing aircraft,

While the presence of parked c~rs on the ramp crected 2 hazard to
taxying aircraft, the probeble cause of this eccidont was the instrue-
tor's poor judgment 1in attempting to toxi under existing conditions
without the assistance of » ground atitondant, and thoughtlessness in
his efforts to avoid an 1mpending collision.

BY THE BOARD
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