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REPCRT OF THE CIVIL, AEHONAUTICS BOARD
X . on the
Investigation of an Accident Involving Afrcraft
During a Local Practice Flignt

Francis Jurior Beebe woes fatally injured in an accldent which oc-
eurred near New Calaforn_a, Qhic,.avout 1l:45 p.m. on September 21, 1943,
~Besbe, & War Training Service Navy trainee, had [lown approximately
53 hours, "ebout 16 of vhigh were solo. He had flewn 5 hours and 40 mn-
utes dual and 1 hour end 20 mnutes solo in the type airplan: involved.
The aircraft, a Howa.d DGA~18, I'C 31614, owned by the Lane Av_ation
Corporation, was demoZisbcd. '

Beebe tcok off fTrom Universaly Rirpori, Columbus, (Ohio, at approxa-
mately 1:15 pems on o local practice flight, with instructions to proceed
to practice area No. 1 and practice various maneuvers ancluding iurns,
stells, and spins. Sometime leter scoveral farmers working in thexr
f1elds observed the zarcrait in a series of spins. During recovery from
the final spin, at anprexamately 1500 feet, the nose was pulled up higher
than usual and the planr fell off to the right, nosing aown into an al-
most vertical dave, After about on:-hazlf of the altitude had been lost,
power was applaed and the aireral’t struck the ground nose-first i1n an
almost vertical attitude, 5 1/2 .nles outside the practice area. The
pilot!s safety belt was unouckled and his body was throwm 25 fect beyond
the point of impact, his parcchutc shroud lancs strung along the ground to
the partially open porachute vhaich was draped cover the engine.
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The aircreft was so cormletely demolished by impact that lattle
could be lcarnced from an exemination. Two o1 tne witnesses stated that
they observed objects falling from tho aircraft Just before 1t struck
the ground, while othirs did not cuscrve this, an arez of scveral hun—
dred acres surrounaing the scene of thoe accident was searched for such
objects but nothing was found. A study df the pilot's rccord .aindacated
that he was often tensc wng slom to r.ceot
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I% appeers probablc thst Beebe, in 2ffécting recovery from the final
spin, again stalled the arreralt ona fdiled to recover from 1he resultany
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