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REPORT OF TiT CTVIL ATHOVAUTICS POAPD
on tha
Investy,atron of zn feciaent Tnvolving Lirvcraft
porans & Sross-Country Pleasare Fl-oght

Pilct Roy Tl Gegel, age 52, vas serivusly injered in #n accident
which ocecurred mpproxinmately & -nles southwest of Cascade, 7. ttana, ebout
11:15 2.m. on Septormper 20, 1943, Ghipel ne 16 a cormercisl palnt certifi-
cate with a single-sngine lond, C-80 h.p. reting, and nad flow approal-
nately 348 hours, a1l 1n the tyre cirplane znvilved. The airen 7%, a
Fiser J3, NC 20857, pwvered by o Cenlinental 40 hep. éngin., and Jwnec
by the priot, was de wli<hod,

Pilot Gogel loft Havre, Montana on Septenber 19 for a cross-coutry
Ilagnt to Helena, tontanc, hece the aireraft was lo reecexve a 100-hour
porludic inspection. After an overnighl stop ot Centesrvalle, Iontana,
Garel tock if apwth 10:;00 a.n. on Septerbzr 20 e cenlimc the Ilaight
and flew in ¢ southuwestorly directaon to the "hssouri River, whore ic
entered a nerruw comyen (approvimtely 3/4 mle vade) 2t an ~ltatude of
about 200 fert, Tha pilot stated, "I wes [lyipg low in tae canym. The
zar wos terribly riuth. T was afrrice T wae cozmg to lose consrol of the
alrplape sc¢ I Turned to reb onbs I muces I wos vuciled and 1n too mch
ol a hurry tecous. I spun in. Tne aarcrelt znd enrine were ~rerking fine
and 1t wes cnlirsly iy Lault.!

Exominatior of the vreclks oo ind.cated that the oairerafl struck the
pround on the 1aft wuyy 1ip and nus. 1n 2n ¢ lmest vertical position. 4l
theugh the rilotts safety belb rancired backled, the factener whach held
the Lormed wire ends of the bllt te the tubin~ stractire hed faizled, and
the pilect 1is thrown clecr of the sorcreft. The ve-iner "as cleer wath a
scuthwest wind of 24 mep.h. whaich flowea over the mownlains anc through
the Jorge crcataine consiacrable turhlulenco.

I1thouch exirer. turpulence was o« combributing feetor, he direct
cause of this zecadent <os coafucaion of tae pilot ona peor te onigue vhich
resulted 1n en inuedvertont stoll ond spin -t o lew oitaitude, 1rom Jhich
recovery wis net effected,
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