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REFORT OF THE CIVIL AEROFAUTICS BOARD
on the:
Investigation af an Accident Invelving Aircreft
During & Locel Flessure Flaght

An accident which occurred nesr the Lake Providence Airnort, Lake
Providence, Loursienn, abott 7:15 par. on September 12, 1953, resultec
in fetal anjuries to Pilot Jack Gilpin Shaffer end his pasronger,

A Je Dinger, Shaffer held m student pilot certvifiecote and had flowm
approximately 12 solo hours, all in the type mirplane anvolved.

Dinger wns not eertificated as an zirman. The aireraft, 2 Luscombe 8B,
¥c 11959, owmed by ths p:ilot, wans demolished,

Pilot Shaffer, accompanied by his passenger, took off toward the
north and shortly after lesving the ground made o sharp 180° turn, He
then dragged tke fi1eld, pacs:ivg vith:n cporoximately %0 feet of the
hengar, following which he pulled up into a stecp elirb anc started a
left turn &% an sititucc variously estimatled to heve been tetwecn 250
and 500 feet, During this t-rn the plane was observed to skid, then
stell end fall inte & left srir. It struck the ground nose-fairst and
did not move nftcr first i1mpnact.,

Bxeminction of the wrecksge diselosed no evidence of failure of
any part of the alroraft prior to impact and witnesses stated that the
cngine sounded es though 1t were deivoloping full power during the
entire flight, Wonther conditions were cxcellent and were not a con-
trabtbing foetor to the accident, Dual controls irere connected and
operative, A student pilot, vho took o raide with Shaffer just prior
to the subject flight, stated that followng their taks-off from
Lake Providence Alrporet, Shoffer pulled up into r very steep climb,
radc & sharp 180° turn 2t an altatude of less than 200 feet, then
dived et the hongar; Llhet ws they passed the hengar Sheffeor pullcd up
into snother stecp climb, during which he (the prssenger) took over
the controls; leveled off and coutioncd the prlot about reckless flying,
This sbtudent said he then regquested the pilet to land, end thot Shaffer
made a satisfactory londing.

Investigation revesled onc simness vho had tolked to and who had had
an opportunity to elosely obscrve Shaffer's netions just previocus to
the subjecu flaght, This witnese stated thet Sheffer "had been draink-
ing."

The probable cause of this nceident wes the pilot's recklessness,
rosulting in e stall and spin et e low altitwude, from which recovery
wes not offected.
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