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Investigation of an Acsident Invelvaing firecrart
During a Tocal Instrucuion Fliznt

Instructer Jumell Ritcnie 1as seriously injured and his student,
Robert h. Hocks, received minor injuries in an accident whicn occurred
approximately 14 miles norfthwegt of Oktabrena_garport, Starkvalle,
Mississippi, about 10-30 &.m. on Sertember 1, 1943. Ratchie held 2
student pilot cert.oficate and vas employed by the Starwville Flyaing Serv-
1ce as an spprentice instructor  He rad accumulated approxamatel 577
hours of solo flzpght time, 442 of +hich vere in the type aizrplane involved
Hooks was a War Training Servaice trainse enrolled in the Army indocirina-
tion course. The aircrafit, a Piper J5-4, NC 35609, ormed b;r the Delense
Plant Ccrperslion and bexrg opzrated by the Starkville Flying Service,
recelved extonsive damage.

Ritecnie znd Hooks took off from the Qictiboeha Airport shortly before
10-00 a.m. on a dusl instivecizon flight. After a2 seguence of nmencuvers in
a practice area near the azrport, Raitchie teok the controls and flew to a
point about 14 miles northwest of the <irport, Hz steted that he circled
a group of pecple standing nezr a crmall store and then undertook to demon-
strate to ths student how to ralte & forcea lanc.inz in a small field nearby
After descending to wilhin approxinalely 20 feot of the ground, Ritchie
applied pover but the plane failed to cloar sone telechone wirss ot tne
far end of the field., The landing geasr struts pullad the cross-arm and
wires locse from a supporling pole and the aircrafi s.ttled to the ground
with tne wires. This actcd zs an arresting devaice end greatly reduced the
shock of irpact.

Both the instructor and his student statca tazt +the entinc was oprrais
ing nermally prior to the cccident. The ficld selected for the s.mulated
forced landing -ws not swmatabl: for such a purposc. £ backgroand of trees
prcbably made tas itelephone polus erd wires very diffacult to daistanguuish
during the landing enproach. QRatehe ad-1tted that he was entairely at
fault and steted that he did not sce the vires before hitting them.

Thas accident was duc to poor jJudgment and carelessness on lhe part
of the instructor in his selection of a field to derenstrate a sirmlated
forced lanaing, ana in failing to observe ana evoad an cbstruction wmile
manzuvering at & dangerously low altaitudo,
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