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File Mo. 3597-43

REPORT OF TIHL C1VIT ATROVAUIICS BOAFD
on the
Invesuigation of an hccident Involvaing Aircraft
During <« Local Instraction Flight

Henry John Peterson, Jr., was fatolly .njared in an accident whicn
occurred cbout 4 mles nortivest of Joy sirport, Fraser, llicnigan, ot ap-
proxamately 10:30 a.ri. on august 20, 1943. Peterson, a lar Treining Service
traince, haa flowm appro.ie tely 30 ducl ond 21 so0lo hours. The aircraft,

2 Piper J3F-50, NC 24798, owned by Dotroit School of aviation, Inc., &s
demolished.

Peterscn, flying sole fron the reer scat, took off from Joy sirport about
9:50 c.m. to practirce a scries of manewvers 1n a4 practice area apnroximatoly
4 milcs norlhiest of the azrport. ALboub 35 mnutes leter tuo pilots who

¥ I
were playing golf observed the plene 2t an ¢ltituae of 2pmroxinately 1500
feet. They statca that they wichsa the pilot practic. stAlls, then & fow
mnutes Jater sev the aircraft in o stecp dave apoul 100 oot above the tree-—
tops. Full powor was anpliea ¢s tho plonc dasappearcd behiamd irces and
immediately thereaftor the two wztnesscs heerd it erash. The plane struck
the ground ncse-first at o stacp onple, turned over and cime to r.st in an

P ’

invertcd position,

Investigation reveal.c thnat curing i11lipht tnhe fir  cxvirguisacr had
fellon from 1ts bracket in the cockpit and bocone . edged bhenmectn Lthe push-
rull Jievater control link rod sliqaatly for aru of the corntrol sitick socked
in the rear cockpit, thile the stick <6 n toe foryara position. kS the
stick was movaed tovard the rear, the link rod parmed on top of thoe cxtan~
guisher, resulting in on uncontrolluble dave. Although equipped with a
parachule there 1vas no indicatzon thot the pilot had attempted to usc it.

This acciacent was cauasca by the fire cxtinguisher becoming loosc ifrom
1ts bracket and lodpging beu. ath the elevelor contrels in ¢ rinner which pre=-

vonted recovery Ifrom the resultant dave,
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