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Betmeen Two
1 Flights

ision during take-of
256 and NC 15347

a2t approrimately

29256 received serious

visions of

Ganage. Ths pilot and ef 20 158L7 continued their flight znd
WeEre n0u injured,
CONDUCT OF IMVESTIGATION

The Washington Office of the Civil hereinafter
referred o as the Beoard, mas notified of a is‘m‘e-iiatply
initiated an l“*'ﬁ'“tl"'t"on in accertance +jith the nrevisions of Section
702 {a) (2) of the Civil fervorautics Act of 1532 ied.  Alr

Selaty Tnvﬂst‘.l 2hor Leon He Tansuzry, from the Chicago 01"‘_-“1 ce, Safaty

Burean of the Board, was digvpatensd to ti Sok aceltert and
arrived there at approximately 8:C0 a.m. ; -3. In connec—
tien with the investigzation a putlic ne as held in Chicaro, Iilirois
on Jeptesmber 22, 1943. Allen P, Bourdo I restigaticn Division,
Safety Purean, was ru,o__,;mu and s ng officer and the
follewing merconnel of 1 Jeby Bur d in the heering:
Herbert V. Shebat, Senior e et son He :_anguz.y, Air
Safety Invesrtiga'bor, and ’Ji o N, norts Zditer. The
trenscerint ond exhibitc of hear! ckated 25 SA-83 and
are filed in tho Dociet Seetien of ‘

Upon the basis of 211 the evider from ths invesstigation
and hoari ing, the nom rience vith the pre—

SNARY FD JNIYSIS OF EVIDEICE
Flight Persormal
Frenklin Diwid Sturdy, age 37, hcid a privete pilet certificate with
a single-cngine lond, O0-450 h.p. rating, He had accu:"i_l“tr-' amproxingts—
ly 275 hours of ."'D{t"‘* tiwe, @ censiderable portion of which was cross—
country flying. He had recontly accomplished ths v'nttc Ramination for

a cormercial plLUL certificate,
not 2 certificeted pilot.

FPicrce Nicholas G'Carrell, ag= L2, held a ¢
cate with single and muizi-on ;r:L e land, £0 te 1
ratings. He is the owunsr and opurater of the i
pal Airport, Chicage, and had accuraulatad over

=5,
o

rssenger, vas

“’“s"‘ L D*ﬂt
ce, Munici-
izht tiame,

G115 h. p. s
onarch z'air Serv*
5,000 hours of 117
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Thomas L. Shafer, O!Carrollls passcnger, was not a certificated pilot,

The tircraft

NC 29256, =a Culver LCA, owned by Franklin L. Sturdy, received
major damagee. NC 15847, a Bescreraft CL7B, owned by the Monarch Air
Service, received no damage.

Maather

The weather was clear, wind north-northwest approximately 5 n.p.h.
and had nc bearing on the acc.Lder‘t.

Histery of the Flights

Pilot Sturdy had floan the Culver to Macomb from Chicago earlier
in the aftcrmoon with Phetoegrapher Piercy as his passenger. Pilot
O'Carrolil also had flown te Macomb from Chicage in the Beecheraft with
Photographer Shafor, . Neither of the pilots had beer to the KHacomb
Alrport before. Lach pilot accompanicd his passenger on his mission
in Macomb of procuring photographs of o person ¢r persons considered by
the newspapers as having news value. After their assignment was
comploted, Pilot Sturdy and Photographer Plercy were the first o return
to the airpert. Plerey bearded the Culver Cadet while Pilot Sturdy
procesded to the opsrations office o obtzin clearance znd instructions
for take-off. He was advised by the clearance officer and the alrport
“manager to taxi to the scuthzast correr of the field and take off on
the cast—west runwray toward. the west, At about this time Pilet { 'Jrr-il
OfCarroll and Photographer Shafer arrived at the airport. and Shafer o
boarded the Beecheraft. Stupdy returned bo his plane ard proceeded to
Ctaxi to the cast-west runway. O0'Cabrroll hurriedly proceeded to the
“operztions ¢ffice for clearance, rushad out and boarded his airplane,
which was parked on the parking strip adjacent to the clearance office
‘and hangars, headed in a southerly direction. HMcanwhile, Pilot
Sturdy had arrived st the ezst end of the east—west runway headed east,
" warmzd up his en 1ne, mzde a 180° right turn and started his take-off -
 toward the wést., 0!1Carroll stzrted the engine of the Beecheraft,
turned slightly to the right cf wheres he had been parked to head south-
west on the scuthwest-northezst runwey, and took off. This rumway
lies diagonally seross the field and intersects the east-west runway -
near the southwest corner of the airport. When Sturdy, in the Culver,
was a few feet off the ground, zbout 700 feet bsyond his starting
point, he observed the Beecherafi, #lso alrborne and slightly hlgner,
annroachlnz from his right, heézded southwest. Sturdy closed the
-throttle, weered off to the iefi to avold wha+ appeared to him would
have been s collision, 2nd landed. The aircraft made contact with the
grourd off the runway, rolled outside the airport boundary.into an adm -
" joining bean-patch and somerszulted to an inverted position, headed . - -
2a8%. 0'Carroll continued his flight until he reached the southern
" boundary of the field, over the area in which the Culver crashed, made,'i C
& sharp left turn and proceeded to Chicago. '




Descrintion of the Wrzckage

The Culver received damnge to the lsnding genr, propelicr, and
engine cowling; the csbin war sli ".t1"' e :shed ond tie top of the
udder was bent end distorte c.. won of the propeller indicated
that no powsr was being apnl impact, BExardneticon
revaaled no failurse of any purt % prior Lo the accideni

Fron the signed statements nade subszquent to the nccident by
eight wit '71ots and passengers inveived, anc
frem the dircet testimony of five of these witnesses who attended tho
hearing, 1t is spporvent that all were positive in bheir belizf thet
Sturdy, in the Culver, hud alrecdy sioried his take-off and nad pro
cacasd a d stancs armubly cobimated by the witnesscs to have boen
from 16C tc 300 i‘ﬁet whon 0'Carroll, in the Beechereft, commenced his
taim-ofi‘. Honz of the witnosscs referrea to nhove was -—icqc.‘-‘l"L sd with
elther of the p110us or paszengers invelved. Pilot OfCarroll testl_i‘a.ed
that he zeeured his elsarance fron the fiicht office zod befd

boarded his nlanc he chserved "ui‘- Calver t.;r‘,r;r_g dovm 1o Thc
corner of the airport, e added that by the time he had bon
Beagncraft and gtur ed hls enging, the Culver wos stant
headed wush on the east—wash rungny. 0'Carroll said the
been navked, hended at sbout 110%; that he locxed zround and
no braffic and that rdintely wnon ste.rtirv bin ernpine he svung the
ship arounci- to the southmzst ~nd Lcok off on the southwest-northosst
griny
%

rwwway; Yhat he had his anglin: Wwide ops n“ &5 he "warted to got overy

foct (f runrey . -ID statad thet he was Yeoming up near the holf-wsy

marke" and thoen quslifi-d it by ssying, YI woulc not cay h';l*“-—'-.ray ut

I vrould be coming naoar i z gaw Sttrd; stort his taks-off. H2

sbatzd he continued on his tzke~off courss, becauss he saw Yihatl inere
-G i

J

"r
Y

Pl
wae plenty nf clzarance" and whnern he reachiod vhe south bourdary 1iﬁf—; of
‘the airpert he ¢ nosho L2 f% turn and procesded to Chﬂcngo. He

testified that left turn and was heading east

H
he locked down z2nt obserwad u.,l ver geing west but was nol sure
whether the "'“"ivm’ was 11 the air or on the ;: cund ot that time.
0'Carroll justified his using the northeast-soutiwest uwiny by saying
that vhen he “le,fl: into the airport F‘ur’l’ er in the siterncon he observed
thet the northeast-scutlwest rursray was the longest and the best for
tel{e-—off; that it "seemed tc be the most troveled rumeey! and thav 90
per ccent of their take-ofis were right from there  According to the
testimorny of the airport owner and mansger, Herry L. Clugston, which

3 2

wes aceompanied by 4 scale map of the nirperd, docketzd with the
trans cr;pu a5 Exiibii jio. 3, the noriheast-southwert ruwmway selected by
Q'Carroll is oniy 1700 feeb in length, while the north-south znd zast-
west Trunweye Ha alsc stabed that
Uihe M-S and the J—?.’ 51€ kem’; moweat ond emnlificd his remark
by saying, "Thesc two wse the ¥-5 rumiay most,
beeause it is much long
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ground which clearly indicated that ihey were in 2 hurry to get away.
Hhen O!Carroll was questicned gt the hesring 2s Lo whether or not he
had been in z hurry on this particular oocus:l_on, he anSVJCI‘OC.., "I have
albweys been in ¢ hurry. I have beon in o Loy 17 yesrs, since I have
been in this business . . . . Wen L cturt ous on a trip, no matter

howr far T am going, I nin o fwery anbil 7 ogzel there o o o o T wontt
even ordinarily take timc to eal, until T geb where T 2m going.. I have
alwzys been that wey, "

The discrepancies ir fact,‘ as piven throughout O'Carrollts testi-
mony, regarding the ﬂpp"‘omlnaue length, tho cbstruectiens adjacent to
and the condition of the different runways, made it spparent that he had
made littls or nc appraisal of the bost rwway for toke-off. If he
estimated the wind welocity, he did s¢ dncorrecetly as he stated that
there vas no wind, ana therc was evidence that the wind was rnorth-north-
viest 5 mepen. Ib zppearcd by his testimony thint he wos attempiing
manipulation of facts, conditions and cireumstances regarding his
performance from the time he bozrded his a2irplene until the {ime he miade
his lcfb turn ard proceecded on to C‘rﬁcafro. Piiot U'Carroll is no noviee
and has bsen flying for epproximately 17 years, O!'Carroll's passenger,
Shafer, was -05 aveilablc for tes u:unony at the hearing as, since the
accident, ne had been sent on an assignment which took him out of the
country. In a2 signed stabement he made subssgrent to the accident his
stery coincided fuirly well with that of C!Carroll., OTCarroll testified
that hie hed knoan Shafer for sbout ton years ard ab various times had
flovm him "all over the country." Pllot Shturdy testified that after
cbtaining his clearance znd while he was proceeding to his airplane
- Shafer called out to hirm, "Do you want to mzke = bet watll beat you back
to Chicago?" to which he replied, Wihazt do yov want, & sure thing, znd
ca bwenty dollar gold picee Desides?? Sturdy stated that it amused him
~at the tine br"ca se 0'Cerroll's sirplane was 2 good doal Taster than
‘his and »it #ss & cineh thoy cculu beat ma,t turdy eaild that he had
been informed by the clezrenee officer that the cast-west runway was
the lengest 2nd izost suitzable and that just before bozrding his airplane
~he questionzd the airport manager abeud the rumway, who, in turn, con- -
firmed the infermation the cluarance officer hed given him. He statad
that after onz of the men at the zirport sssisted him in starting his
engine, he btaxied south zlong the oxtrome cash boundary of the field
to the southeast corner of the airport. After warming and checking his
engine and magretoes, he obscrved that the "Beechcerast was still
apparently in the positicn it was when I started taxying devm the’
field,® He stuted that et this time he (Sturdy) was headed east to -
cbserve any incoming traffic; that he made a 1B0O ture on the ground,
and hzaded west, then began his take~-off in the usuzl manner, giving
the engine full throttle. He testifizd, "The take—off went normslly.
V¥hen I wes just about, ch, I just got alrberne I think. I was perhaps
Just holding it off the ground, 1T couldn't have had mere than a. food
~or twe of altitude . . . o when inte my field of vision from the right
- side, I sow the Beecheraft tzking off in a southwesterl.; direction, on
a course that would intsrsect mine., Ve were only a few mmdred feet
apart.s .... . The thing heppened so fast but we were pretty close and
it appeared to me that we would ccllide.! Tihen questioned whether er
not the Beecheraft was airborne at this time, he answered in the.
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affirmative and estimated its altitude as "less than 20 feet," 1o stated
that at the point where he concluced 2 collision was probatle he "pulled
the throttle closed, and got the airplane headed a little to the left,
to give myself as much leeway as I could o stop.' Sturdy's passenger,
Piercy, stated that iie did not ocurmerte the eeccheraft start its take—off
a5 his attention was Taoing dircctid to cowre meps whicli he had expected
to follow, for ammsemen®t, on the revurn brip and that the Ifirst he saw
of the Reecheraft after the Culvor had taien off was when Sturdy pointed
it out tco him Just before Jturdr eut the throttle and prepared to land.

findings

1. A nzar collision in mid-cir betwecn a Culver, NC 29256, and a
seeneralt, HC 15847, occurrad on the Macemb, Ilijinois Adrpord & ebowsn
40 nelly on August 14, 1943. Pilet Sturdr was scriously injured snd
8 passenzor received no Injuarics.

2, Thers was no cvidense of failare of any part of the Culver
orior to the accident, Tt vas dawaged to & major cxient,

3. Vieabner conditions wore satisfaclory for the flighis z2nd did
not contribubts Lo the aceident.

4o Al vitnesses to th: aceldent, zxcept Pilet O'0erroll ard his
ssenger, Shafor, wirs uncnimous in their bolief that Pilet Sturdyts ,
‘ba,_;—o_‘ vies alrendy under way feen Pilot Q'Corroll sterted his tazke—off
on & rumigy which Interscets the one beinz used by Sturdy.

5. When tho flishts had nrocseded to a point where Stusdy folt o
collision was imuinent, he throttlad his engine and affceted an c:'zurgenc*f
lending whiich rusulted in the aircrolt contasting the ground off the run-
war, rolling «yond the airport 73"‘.‘"..&.;"“’, and nosing over on its back,

5, O'Carrell contimued his proczoded on to Chicngo.

7. Il was criuent taat Sturd: csmreised good Judmrmt spd hoded
a1l nesossary pooeautions during talz—ofl, '

s, It is :.-q_uall__:r evident et CMarrell msoreiced vihre noly poor

Judgmont and disragnrdod Vho procentions os priscrilod by Cl‘.fl'i Air

degultotions and or\_...n iy cood nroctice during Loiz-off,

PM.OJ .uu)LT Clﬁ-.USE

iop with: anothzr ai.craft dure-
by Pilet O'wmrrall's tla.z*‘giif'd

nath of an cirerelt hich had

Morens t‘L immediate eousc of this zecildent was P2lob Shurdyis
na

sibls
l!lg, tak-‘-ofl the smergeney wws ere.
of gaicty in taking off acrass tha
adrcady started its toke-off run,

APPROTTIDS

/5/ Ie ¥Wclch Poue 2o/ Osnid nomn

Te Woleh Pomae Jmiid Ryun
/5] Blmrd W S8/ Josh Ige
L Twhyd T Jogh Teg

LECALT0 BUOTlen



