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REPORT OF TIE CIVIL AEROFAUTICS BOARD
: on the
Investigation of an Accident Involving Aircraft
During a Local Check Flight

Instructor John Warner Kenyon and his student, Harry Et.lgene Homan,
were seriously injured in an accident which occurred approximately ong=
half mile west of Ashland Lirport, Ashland, Kentuc)c:;,r,-about cf):OO Peli. on
July 31, 1943. Kenyon held a commercial pi_lot ce;‘tlflcate with single—
engine land, 0-80 h.p., and flight instructor ratings. lie had accumtated
approximately 1901 hours of flight time, about 500 of which vere in the
type aircraft involved. Homan was hot certificated as an airman but had
received 10 hours of dual instruction time. The aircraft, a Piper J54,

NC 32658, ovmned by Kenyon, was extensively damaged.

) Instructor Kenyon and Student Homan fook off on a check flight from
the Ashland Airpert at approximatcly 6:00 p.m. with Homan at the conirols. .
‘At an 2ltitude of about 150 feet the engine began to sputter and lose r.p.m.
~ Kenyon took over the controls and attempted a steep 180° turn to the left
in an effort to get back to the airport. During this turn the aircraft was . -
partially stalled and the pilot lost control. Before rccovery was eifccted -
“the plane struck the ground on the nese and left wing. '

There was no cvidence of failure of any part of the aircraft prior to
- the accident and the lmmmer in which the propeller was broken indicated _‘
~ that power was being developed when the plane struck the pround. hnalysis-
~of the fuel being usaed revoalad thet it was inferior and not suitable for -
use in aircrafi cngines. It tested only 52 octane and was rcported to: :

[ have been s01d from drums at the subject zirport as 73 octane aviation
'+ -gagoline,.: : : . a

While partial faf Iurc of the engine, apparently due to the use of -
inferior fucl, was a definite contributing factor, the direct cause of this
aceident was poor Judgment on the part of the instructor for attempting te-
turn back to the airport when suitable landing areas were available almost .
direcetly ahesad. : ' T
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