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REPORT OF TIC CIVIL fnR0NAUTICS ROARD
on the
Investigation or an Accident Involving Aircraflt
Durins a Cross-{ountry Pusiness flaght

Pilot George Zlmer Stocknill was sericusly injured and his passenger,
George F. Askin, received -mnor injuries in an accldent vhich occurred
near Powderville, lfontana, about 9.30 a.r. on July 21, 1943. Stockmlll
held a cormercial prlot certificate vith single-engine land, 0-860 h.p.,
and flight instructor ratincs. He had flown approximately 455 hours, all
in the type of alrplane involved, Askin held a student pilot certaficate
The a.wrcraft, a Piper J5B, NC 40984, oumed by the Ppassenger, was exten-
s1ively danaged.

Carly in the norning of July 21, Steckhill and Askin departed from
Miles City, liontana for a water well-drilling sight about 80 mles south-
east of Ihles Caty in the Powder Raiver Valley. They landed on the open
prairie near the drilling location and, after completing their business,
departed on the return trip to i2les City around 9.30 a.rm. The take—off
was rede from a grassy sirip of teole-lend  "inen the planc bad reached
an sltitude of from 200 to 250 fect, the pilot made a steep right turn of
180°, and dad a 1ang-over. e then came back over the drilliang location
xn a shallov dive znd, .1th power on, flew directly into the ground at a
point where it rose abraptly sove 20 feet higner than the draliing site.
The plane struck on the right waing and forward rignt portion of the fuse-
lzge and slad about 100 feel beyona the point of impact.

The pilot and passenger agreed thal the aircraft cpasratod nornally
prior to lhe crash. The weatacr was suitacle for flying ara 1ad no
bearing on the acciaent  Ividence clearly ndicated taat the palot
divertsd hais attention from his flying to iriends on tne ground, for
whose benefit he "as apparcentlv putting on a sbol

The probable cause of tais accident was r¢
who displaved no regard for the szf~ty of nis passenger or himsclf.
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