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REPORT OF T:L, CIVIL AZuONALTICS BOAKD
on the
Investigation of an Accidunt Invelving Aircraft
During 2 Loczl Instruection Fiight

Instructor Grayson Jocl Brovm and his sindent, Dobert lfertin Daugherty,

) w_erc “ta 1y injurcd in an accident which occurred at IFredonia, Pennsyivenia,
about 7:00 p.m. on July 17, 1943. Brown held a commercisl pilot certifi-
cate L.J_th single—engine land, 0-80 h.p., and {1ight instructor ratings. Ho
had sccumlated over 1200 hours of flight time, around 150 of vhich wers in
the 90 CL'WS preceding the aceident. Daugherty held o student pilot cortifi-
catc and had flowm about 11 dual and 3 sclo hours, The aircraft, a Piper
J=4, NC 2:814, ovnod by CBY Club, wes demolished.

Brown cnd Daugherty tock off from the Mercer, Pennsylvania Airport at
approximately 6125 pem. on a local instruction flight. About 20 minmutes
later tho plone vas observed over a wheat ficld three miles west of the

alrport at = altitude of approxdimetely 500 fect. Aftor tuo turns of o

spiral over the whiat field, wAith ths engince idiing, the pilot headed anst-
ward over & veoded arca at a very low altitude end the airplanc disappcared
from view, ALlmost immediately "'ht,l"balt it ires hoeard to crash. Thoere were
no inown witnossvs to the accidendy.,

Bvidonce indicated that the aircraft had struck a trece 30 feet above
the f—*rou_nd while heading in an eastorly dircetion. This reversed the
planets nuc_dlng and it crashod nose-first approxdmately 200 feet west of

the trec in 4 swnll clearing surrounded by bushes and trecs. Dxamination

of the wreckage reveslod no sign of failure of any part of the aircraft
prior to t w accidernt. Themsnmer in which the pI‘OyLJ_lC,I‘ was brokcn ...Ild..l.Cc«tCiif
that power was not WLng G V\,lupuu ot the time of impaet. The throtile was - -

in ths open pob}_tlon end the switchis wure or. Yieathor conditions wore
suitable for flying enc woerc not £ contributing factor to the accident.
Instructor Brown was roportcd to have medc a precticc of piving simx-
lated forced landings, £lloving studonts to descond to within 50 to 75 fuek -
of tho ground befors ").T‘l},’l“& pover, Yhhother or not a simulated forced -
lending ves being piven incthis instance could not be determined. It scoms
inconccivabl. thet en instructor of Brovm's cxperience wvould have sclectod
such an incppropriate approach if he had boen attumpting an actual cmcrgency -
landing, as ficlds suitable for lmding borderud both sides of tho 540-foot - '
wide v—:ood-;d arch.  Mevertheless, it is apparcent thet for some anctcrim'lod
rezseon ¢ither the instructor or h,Ls student placaed the aireraft in a posi- -
tion ‘"hurb cbetructions could not be clearcd without the usc of power and -
the anginc r-iled to respond vhen it was nuodod,

. The prourble cause of this sccident ves poor Judgrnt of the instrector
in descending or ‘wrmt ing his student to descend to a2 dangerously low '
z2liitude over hezardous terrain. :
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