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REPORT OF THE CIVIL AERQIAUTICS BOARD
or: the
Investigation of an Acecident Involving Aireraft
During a Loeal Instruction Mlaght

Instructor Morrais Judson Crump was ceriously injured and Student
James Wilbert Cellahan received minor injuries in an accident which
oceurred about L 1/2 miles southwest of Laurens, South Carolina, at
approximately B:i5 o.m. on June 17, 1943, Crump hcld = commercial
prlot certaficate with single-engine land, 0-80 he.p., and flight mstrue-
tor retings. He had accumnlated epproximately 380 solo hours, about
150 of which werc in the type aireraft involved, Callshan, a War Train-
ing Service Erainee, was assigned to the Army indoectranation course at
the Giles Flying Service. The earcraft, a Luscombe 8B, NC 28787, owned
by the Defense Plant Corporation, Washington, DsCe, was demol 1sheda

Instruclor Crump snd Student Cnllahan, efter sceuring clecarance
for a dunl instruetion flight, took off from Barksdale Ficld, Laurens,
South Carolina &t approximately 8:20 a.,m, end proceeded to a proctzee
ares about? miles southweet of the fiold, When they had completed
several "S" turns ot an altitude of about 500 fect, a Piper Trainer
approached from the rear and after following them through three "S§"
turns, nosed down as though simulating a forced landing. According to
Instructor Crump, the Fiper was observed a few minutes later in a
d¢1ving, head=on approsch and when 2 collision seemed inevitable to
Crump, he took the controls and pulled up into a steep climbing raight
turn to zvoid the Piper, During this memeuver, the luscombe was stalled,
fell off anto a spin and struck the ground nose~first at an angle of
pbout 20°%e [t slad forward on tho bottam of the fuselage end turned
over on 1ts back,

Examimation of the wreckage rcvealed no evadence of failure of
eny part of the mirdraft prior to upecl, HMarks on the ground indacated
that the spinning had stopped and partinl recovery had beem effected
at the time of ampact.

The student in the Piper statcd that his instructor chased the
Luscombe, coming at times to within about 50 feet of 1ts tail; that
following & turn, the Luscombe suddenly appeared in front of them, and
he heard the rozr of the engine as it zoomed over them. After this he
saw a crashed plene on the ground but did not know 1t wes the plane they
hzd been chosing.

It 15 apparent that this accident was due to en rnadvertent stall
end spin at low altitude, while the pilot was maneuverang to aveld e
probable collision wirth another aircrait which wes being flown in
drsregard for the lives and safety of otherse

EY THE BOARD

/s/ Tred Lo Toombs
Sceretary




