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RCPOLRT CF THE CIVIL AERONAUTICS BOARD
on the
Investigation of an Accident Involving Aarcraft
During & Local Practice Flight

Farl Franklin Reynolds, age 19, was fatally injured and his passen-
ger, ¥W. T, Stillzy, ege 17, received serious injuries 1n an accident
which occurred near the Country Club Airport, Qklahcoma City, Oklahoma,
about 7325 pea. on June 15, 1943. Reynolds held a student pilot certif-
1cate and had accumilated approximately €0 hours of solo flaight time.
5tilley had formerly held a student pilot certificate which expired
May 29, 1943. H: ws employced as a mechanic's helper at the Country
Club Airport. Tne zarcraft, an Interstate Cacst $-14-90F, NC 37347,
ovmed by Southern Avration, Inc., was demolashed,

Reynolds szcured clearance for a local scle practice flight and,
accompan:~d by Stilley, took off from the Country Club Airport at
about 6.30 p.r. About 30 minutss later they were observed by the only
known wincss to the accident flyvaing over an awmliarv landing fi21d
approximately 2 1/2 roles east-southeast of the airport. The aircraft
appreac.ed the f1eld and the pzlot madc a "toucen" landing toward the
south, during which the wheels contacted the ground about one-third
of the distance of the field and the plene rolled 50 to 75 yards with-
out the tail touching the ground. The pilot tnen applied powsr, took
off and started a turn to the left withn the left wiang tip approxamately
15 feet above the ground, ‘“laen the axrcraft had turnsd about 900 in
an easterly direction (cross-iand) the noce dropped and the left wing
tap struck the ground, The plane cartvheeled onto the raicht wing and
stopped 1n an upright position about 135 feet from the point of farst
impact,

Examination of lhe wruckage rovealed ne indication of failure of
any part of the aircraft prior to the accident. Dual controls were
installed and opcrative. Weathor conditions werc favorzble with
unlimted cealing and vasibility and a south iand estzmated at 25 m.p.h.
The auxaliary Ifield being used has a north~south grass runway with no
obstructions at cather end. A1l of the surrounding terrain 1s exception-
ally smooth. Thc witness, a fricnd of the pilot, described the air-
craft's manesuvers and stated, "Iarl Reynolds told me before that he and
Bud Stallk y would be flying arcund the ficld abouwt 7:00 p.m. and for me
to come over to the awaliary field.M

Pilot Reynolds, employed by Southcrn Avistion, Inc., as a helper
1n the maintenance of aarcraft, had received flight instruction during
his spare time and had permssion to fly solo in the subject aircraft
to bulld up his flying timec. Investigation revcaled that he had taken
Stilley wath him on previous flights wathout the consent or lmovledge
of the operator and had secured clearance without the clearance officer
being aware that a passenger would be carrisd.
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It appears that Pilot Reynolas was atiimpting to "show off% at an
extremely low aliatude 1rowoiatel™ afisr his weeel landing, and dus to
his 1nuxperience end ¢ fairly strong vand, ne permitied the aircraft
Lo 5lip into the grouna.

This accident resvlted from the pilet!s loss of control of the
airersft vhaile mzacuvering et an sitremely lov altitude.

BY THr BCARD




