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REPORT OF IFE CIVIL AERCWAUTICS BFOAED
or the
Investigaticn of an accadent Invelving Aircraft
During a Test Flight

Maurzice Courtland Fry was fatally injured in an accicent which occurred
arproximatelv 1% miles southwest of Middletown Airport, Middletown, Chio,
about 44700 p.m. on June 11, 1SL3. Fry held a comrercial pilot certificate
wrth 8 single-engine land, 0-330 h.p., rating, He had sccumulated approxi-
mately 2850 solo hours, about 2000 of which were in the type of airplane in-
volved. The aireraft, an Aeronca, AF-L3-268LC, owned by the Aeronca Air-
craft Corporation, was destroyed by impact and fire,

Fry, a test pilot for the iferonea Alrcraft Corporation, took off from
the Middletown firport at approximetely 3 55 p.m, on the original test
flight of the snbject aireraft. Airport personnel watched the take-off and
the plane appeared to climb 1n a normal attitude but was not observed from
the airport thereafter. A few minutes later the airplane was sesn 1n a left
Tturn, at an altitude of =about 150 feet, during which 1t dived toward the
grouna and aisappeared fror view of the witness. Another w-tness, living
on 2 hill approximately 100 feet above and 600 feet from the scene of the
crash, stated that he saw the plane pass over his house about LO feet above
the roof and continue 1n a glide without power voward the airport 1% miles
away. As he turned to enter his house he heard but did rnot se. the accident
oceur, Eviaence indicated that the plane crashed 1t a steep sngle on the
left wving and nose, bturned over anc came to rest in snh inverted peosition.
Thile an atterpt wes being made to extricate the pilot, fire, from an un-
determined source, broke out in the vicinity of the engine compartment and
consumed the aireraft,

Ap examin~tion of the wreekage reverled that the upper cutboard end
comnection of the rear lift strut on the left "ring wns i1mprorerly assembled.
Apparently, the adjusting insert slcoeve of the terminnl had net been incerted
far enough into the strut proper ond as a result the securing bolt, although
mserted through the strut proper and scofetieca, did not pass through and
secure the sleeve., Thus, the slcuve wns 1eft dasconnected from the strut
and 1n this conaition the strut was net ablc to funection 15 a support for
the wing. This alloved undue worping of the wing panel, chenging the flight
choracteristics of the wlane to such n extent that 1t <pparently became
diffieult 2f not 1mpossible to control,

Prior to this zccident the factory proccdure reguired checking the final
assembly by a company inspector. App-rently this inspcetor did not detect
the mmproper asscrbly during the finel check and the test pilot failed to
gsee 1t when he made his pre-flight check of the rigging. Following this
weeldent corrective reasures were taken to facilitate inspeection of the strat
attachment upon fainnl assembly ond - proccdure was established to have o1l
nevly-constructed uirce.aft pre-flight inspected by proper persenncl before
they are turned over to the test pilot.

The probeble eause of tnis accident wns loss of control of the zircraft
following scvere warping of the lofit wing in flaght, due Yo improper factory
tssembly.
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