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REFCRT OI" THE CIVEL AEROFAUTICS BOARD

On the lnvestigation of au actldent which ocourred”
near Palm Springs, Cslifornia,  on October 23, 1942,
invelving a mid-eir eollisicn bebween an aireraft of-
Te S5e registry, HC 16017, oimed by American Alrlines,

Inc,, ard 2 U, 3. Aroy B34 bomber,
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‘in accident occurrsd approximatoly 3 miles north of Palm Springs,

California, at about 5:15 n.m. {PiT) on October 23, 1242, It involwved
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. a colllclon between an eircraft of U. S. registry I
-Army Bomber B-34, at an altitude of abcut $000 feet, on Civil Green 4ir-
1L

" way Mumber 5. At the time of the accident Dougles Lircraft ¥C 16017 was

operating in scheduled air carrier service from Burbenk, Celiforniz, te

- Phoenix, arizonz, as pert of Trip 28 of imericarn iirlires, Inc. Tho B-34

was being operated by the Ferrying Command of the U. 5. irmsr air Forces

“on’a furrying flight from long Eeach, Ca¢1pornlu, to Peim Sorings, Colifor-

nia, The Douglzs crashed to the ground and wes conpletzly cesiroyed by im-

Lk

-pact and subsequent fire. The nine nesscngers and the thruc crsw mombers

‘were fatally injured. The B-34 received only mincr demags as & rosuli
_the collision zrd was lamded safcly st the Armv alrport of the Sixth F
~ing Command, Palm Springs, Csliformia, witheut injury to sither cecupent.:

.

Inspection and PPLSbP?“thH of thy Hrecdrag

The Santa lionica Cffice of the Civil ncronﬁ tice Beard (beAuiﬁ fuer I
ferrﬁd to as ths Board) received notlflcctien of the amccidont at 3buutf?&3ﬁ

jp.m. oh Oectober 2

w

end the Board immedintely initicted an invastigatiﬁﬁ'il

;ﬂQCﬁrdance with the proviszicns of Secetion 702 (23{2) of tns Ciﬁil Aéraﬁaﬂ‘i
o 4f

amended. hlr safety investi*atars of thh bQiIﬁ;“rﬁCaﬁﬂpﬁ:tﬁ

fiétiof 1938,“aé

the sc»nc ‘of the aocident m&dlhteiy'und eTrived therc sheruky buf

.

gthéfgame'day.' The" wreeke 856 of the h;rlﬂn&r hed been pif

es referrsd to h»r;¢n &args PalelC Wor Time.
inafter referred to as "“mcrLcan.“‘ S
iﬂihaftLr referred to ss "arcy." A
Scetign 702 {a 3(2) drovides that iy shall
1 ”VJu@ such accidents and report to
5y an clrchmstunc s T&luﬁ*ﬁ?~t0 (4%
therecf “f};. : ' S

be u‘ d:ty of thi
‘i’hu Ir_‘r\ “"'-‘.’ t

ﬁ L\Cclu-ut aﬂﬂ t}'\_"--'éi



B from m¢11ﬁ9rv creonnele.
_ p

'fmiliﬁafy,gﬁard and wWas 590 képt.until compl~tion of the invcstigatidn[

HAepring

.In commection with- the invesligation a public hesring vas held in
Los Angrles, Califormnis, on ODeteber 28 and 28, 1342, The hearing met in

Ucloéed_session on October 30, 1942 in order that testimony might bhe taken

Allon P. Bourdon, Acting Chicf, Investigation Division, Safrty Bur
CCivil Aeranautica,Bcard. was Presicding Cfficer, and the followlng pET SOnAE.

of the Sefety Bureau periicipated in ths heering: Jeese W. Larkford, Act

'ﬁif&cﬁqr;:Ralph A. Reed, Senicr Air Safety Investigator; and Frank K,:ﬁnKl'
.ﬁiffsgfetf Invéstigator.
'subséqﬁﬁnt to the hosring en adlitional witness wsr found end hié'"ﬁ#
séatfﬁant'was taken by Ralph A, Reed at Camp Youngy, U. S. Army Post,;iﬁ,

-Californie, on December 1, 1342, pursusnit to authorization of the Civ

crongutics Board

. Upon_the basis of 211 the

fir Carrier

At the tinme of the sesident Ameriean Airlinos, Inc., & o

o

tio¥% wes oporsting &5 an ?1r curricr under o certificate of
B anﬂ.n:ansit and =n =ir csrrier one¢rating cerbificsate, both iesusd pur

thg C1vﬂllﬁrroqsu ics Act of 1338, as emen i?d Th(ﬂe c%rtlflca
©zed: it to. cmpeEge in alr transpertation wit
omeil b?t“? £ v*rlels pain,s ineluding Bur“

hrizora;-LEl Paso, Fort Werth, =nd Usllas, Texas; J&Shv1lle- Te




Fllf'ﬂt Perscrnel

C:ptein Pedley, aped 42, had logged spproximetely 17,155 hours of fiying-
“trenspert pilot certificate end wig reted for aplii-ongin
“G00-270C hap. His last physicel cxamination, reguired by tha' €
bions, was izken on June 11, 1942, ot Fory UWorth, Toxzs. He

by American since Jdsnunry 1928.

"+ First Officer Reppert, aged 26, had biun erpleyed by ame
'r}‘;pril_ 14, 1942.7 He held 2 cumwreinl pllct c&.rtlucht.\, with single-engine = -

V'G—BO 11.,. Yandplene and Lwtrwfk,nJ o :mgs s and had logeed a‘pprc—xjﬁat.;—:_l:{

_863 honrs of ilv:m;r time, of witiei aucm* 353 heurs. mr D:-ugl;_sﬁ DC-3

équipment. ‘His. last physi‘cal ex&minat-ioﬁ e umccn in Yo York on Mewo

It appears from the evidence that the flight cré;w of"th-; &irliney kel

he proper certificstes, worc physics uy quall.u.aa, r..mi bv re scrci' :

-' ', M:'LSS ‘Regan, stcﬁrafd-s—ss , hzd b\,,n en'p'l oyl b;y A ;,rlcar 51 e km‘v 13

; rr'é;«ns"rgsrt Cc.rn;ri:nd st stutlcnua ht ns‘ Ecc.ch C..z_..li Jr-na C wWas ti*ep
AI‘IIIJ; B—B& he h .d logbm anpra xm&ﬂtﬂly .1.50@ "ﬂng ,Nurs.r_::(‘frzizi'_;Bf-B

.

‘1&'1 abc;ut 9 hours. as f:.rot nllo‘r c‘,a'_'g

u

' '1:{ uf_e s:::e *{-q_m




=i rahng 1ssued by the Cnnl &eronautlﬂs hdm.nlstratlm.

Robprt Reed Lelcht, uerfx. 25, staff sergeant, Sixth Ferry'ﬁng Commanu

ﬁl”i‘ﬂ}’ hir Forceu, stauloned ot Long Besch, Celifernia, was acting as copilb

k In t_he B-34. He hac &ccurmlated approximaiely 100 solo flight hours in .A:fmy
2

primary trainers, bui had never soloed. z B-24. : -

The Alrplanes

The American NG 16017 was a Douglas Model DC-3 powsred with tw Wr]'_.g'ﬁt.,
cyclone G102 ehgines, each rated at 1100 h.p. for teke-off and equipped wit

"_::}?I';;Iﬂilt.on Standzrd, constent speed, full-feathering propellers. The aircré’fi:‘-_

A, an_d its equipmént. had been spproved by the Civil hercnautics Administi's:_‘r_.'ibn_ e ile

an- carrier opsretion, with 21 passengers and a crew of 4. It had been certd:

Ilcqtm for ergﬁfﬁon with & maximum take-off vreight of 25,346 pounds.l Théz

":'gr'os_s load at which the sirplane departed on the subject fiight was 23, EQQ 7

. 5/
other adreraft was a . 8. n.nry B-347 menufactured b} the Lockheed

Corporation.

Tzets Proceding the Flight- o

"Lt Wilson tLStlfl i 4o the fellowing fzets: That he was = frié_nd"df'

Flrct ‘Culc r u.ﬂ?pert, of american's Trip 287

" ﬂhglic“, but decidad to zbandon that idea on c.ccour‘t c.__th. S ferenc:

7111 ’*ransmt L:LnE, “qu ney of their zquipment, snd thet no dei’init'é-sgig'

d to as "Bomb TH ' , : R
to as the ¥ mrl;nar". 3 ' '




ecoomtlon were decided upon. Serguam Lelcht +asti¢13d tha* ‘]llSu bufsru -

=_’(’.hea;r- ﬂlght on October 23 Lieuter,ant ?Illqcn told, h:un that he Ifnev' th(. c:o— R

pllot on the Airliner and that he "would like to thumb his nose at h:L;n.'?
fThcrc is no evidence to indicate that Czptain P uley, in commard of the .ﬂ.lI‘-

liner , had any knowledge of the tentative arrangements betwmesn ¥1 lson and

‘ Teppert.
History of the Flights

' The Airliner wes propserly cleared and took off from the Leckheed a5 o

i;:_"::'Termlnal, Burbark, Californis, on regalar schedule at zbout 4:36 Pl

Oct,ober 23, 1942 on an approwvwed flipht plen calling for a crulsing aLtltudg
Gi‘ 8000 feet to Indio. A1l of the proper reports, such as wsather mrgcast-,-, :

“emount. and diestribution of fucl, airplone load comutcﬁ:mn,.pgs nger manifest,

--and dispetch message were in crder and delivered to Capualn,,ﬁ’eglejr pricr to:

'{-:?the taico-oLf. A e
© The radio lc}g at Burbank records a radio ramp check at &31 p._n. s f_1

rfidin_utes previous to 't-hc; tuke-off., At 5: 02 p.ms the pllot of. the AlrlE rze:r

Cogave’ hls osition by radic to Burbank as over Riverside, Czlifornis a‘b
3 23

if_i'%OG'faet, and estimated his arrivel over bhe Indio, Colifornis, &zﬁ;c{r’s;ﬁpﬂﬁidh

h‘t, 5 2;_ Pe Fj. at 9000 foet.

Ixfnmﬁrhllm the Bomber was cleared un.d«.r Co*:tar:t rlight Rules*/frdm-;i.aﬁg

Beach to Pglm Springs., _Lieutenan.t i‘sr'ilsqn ) the pitot, tcsk' off = abau"ﬁ'.

.’3:26.1} M. and 'prﬁcemded to .? point north and ﬁaéft of karch F:wld ns, r Rlv i
idb, Ga;a.fornld, £ en, dlt.n.uu(;* of =b \ut AGGG ft:ﬁtv- ’Hcre h~= r‘rrade:tfe-m mdg-,

i .cles',an i structed his ccmllo., o bf, o’ tna 10011:»11;, fur tﬁ& —xlrhn

See Pacre }Q of this report i‘or u1=3u551cn of Cmtact Fllgj’i’t Eeu_ues;r"



' feet in the vicinity of‘ P.Lr

Fleld he‘ naSSFd about one and one hal"‘ to two miles to She left of the

"'i»;aiﬂ.‘imr—,- As _,they.passed Lieutenani_; Wilson _rocked ‘the wings of the Bember

"o identify himszlf to First Officer Reppert in the Airliner. Both Pilot

.. Wilson #nd Copilot Leicht testificd thet they observed no maneuver of re- .

:_iogni‘t’i_oﬁfrﬁm:'ths- Airliner, Licutensnt Wilson, then well ahead, crossed
4 the line of flight of the firliner and throttled back, weiting for it to
i’f—{}g’wfﬁi‘ﬁéke him on hl" laft. The Airliner waes next cbserved overtaking the

Bomber on e parsllel course to the left. FPilch Wilson, freling that he wé.s

§£311 too Par frem the Airliner to recognize his fricnd, turned his nl?ne

to' t’he-fl-é.ft to spproach closer. - follcvang tiic change of course he reallzed

: _-,_"h{ was ccmiqr rlo#cm to the nl"‘lint?l" than he had snticipetsd and he 1m€dlately

fmade 8 rlgiﬂt turn - to aveid it. ‘«1'1‘150:1 tostificd thet "It was while in *bh:l.s"

" 'righ: banic thut he impact occurred after I had bece in it for a ldng 'f:enpugh'-

tlm& hat I Ic it prrfectl\' clecr and far ewey and on my way back to fhé';'_a'i'l‘_pmf
S_';ﬁ.@f_. fnct,. I had throttled my left enmine up a couple of 1n4:nes

13tt1: hit; and I was ready to trim it up snd prep

- The Gﬁpll‘t of the Borber stﬁ.t%‘-d that =t the moment of the impact he ‘s
of them. He 'said he
bh‘a :ropé:lj.éiz-';-of;': _-‘t-l-'l.é

h&‘c ﬁbovt threc-1 Gurtnq of the n,.dﬂbr TME fone.. He: -'ste.féaifﬁfﬂ'! b

T "fa_nii
iirliner then mppearsd to rise ‘about ten f‘s—ret'abcve 't"}iém,' hb—i:rér‘* -

rifl;aﬁ'."fan Off to the left and disappenr. He said he noticn& no-

th,, & rc”af" but ‘Emew 3t S &d. flrlmr"r because he Just sa’w t’he‘ '_'sil*me-

:mg inr'?‘ne %n.

he&t:n&a’s ’ﬁkls&ntgstzhed that at no time 'dufi:ﬁg whi chhﬁ '- had obs



‘bné ;R:Lrllner' could he identify 1t as the one his friend *%epDert was ’:
i;aboard He stated that his first knowLedge ol the collision was & T
f_fngl§e and a wrenching of my ship up and to my left.! Shortly'ﬁheré«i_fi .
- after he noticed that a portion of his right de-icer booﬁ had been. 7

-: '_Ifipped loose from the leading edge of‘ the wing; thatr”the right engirrl_e-?,rn'

. . . . , . ‘ 114 . r o N
felt rough and that the aircraft handled 2 little sluggishly. He asked -

Copilot TLeicht what had hanpened and was informed that Mwe hit the CER SR

,"11ner." Tieutenant Wilson instructed Leicht to call the Palnm Sm‘ingsr

" tower and notify them of the accident, Ie then circled the Palm Sprlngs A
- Army Airport, landed, and vith his copilot proceeded to the oi’flce of -

o i:')hre Gomnanding Officer to report the accident.

‘The radio log of the company station at Burbeni and the testimomy .~

oI -'t-he Bburbank qperatbr disclose that Burtank pick:ed up a meséanger,fz;ﬁz&-"
Tr1p28 at exactly 5:15 p.m., as _f'onéws'-- "Flight 28 from Burt}ank
:::E:tiiéx-'rébtiohrBurbank fI"OT'ﬂ Fliprhﬁ 28, “’he cor:r;nany radio - ODeratOP at LB
';':thought this unusual a.nd d_rected a- messagsn to amerlccm’ Fllghts‘)u
;E--aenuem at Burbank, stating uha* he had heard Trip 28 call Burbarsrr
:that its carrier wave was heard about uhree t_Lmec - Jus ehqun 10._‘7

'.-i.'to {ilstlngmsh the flight cal ling Burbank. "‘he Burbank operator call

back several times but rece.n.vedi N0 SNSWET irom lrlp 28 T—Ie sta‘t.er;‘l'i

:?Pneem.x and Tucson both caPed Ale ”8 several twm&‘s nereafter ‘bt
f_if:plvea no ENSWET s ' As thu tme oi‘ the actual J:"ipact is cstwatea to

;;_n' about 53 15 p.m. it ia nossn.ble that Trip .?_b was uttempuﬁg to';r o

thc co'! 1151011 .




Witnesses

lrs. Korror st Cezldwell, hnousewife, Raymond W. Haritin, telewhoue

‘company guard, who also ssrved as a volunteer girplaone spottor at his o
“guard station near Pola Springs, and Private Roy West, cook, United

- States Army, were the oniy persons Xnown To have v1+nuusad the acc1dent

frem the ground.

Private West was unknowm to the Civil Aercnsutics Board zt the

time of the hearing on the present accident and, therefore, was not

called as a witness ir that hesring. Thke Board first learnsd of t115

cwitnges et the time he appesred bELGre tho -Army Ceourt Lartlal of
}Lieu nant Wilson, which was subsequent to the Board's hearing, and
'.ﬁis depositian Was *hureupon obtuined. FPrivate West, in this depo-

pall ag&inst'é'ba6k5%¢§,

1.3.C.  tennis courts in the nérthern | séction of Pa Im bnrlncs he

L=

dbsarved two zirplarnes flying in such close proxi *ty tu cach oth““ﬂ

-

¢ two planes Ly the si 1J”r
1 of the Bbmber.-'He Statedj’
aﬁd t%é Bomber in a Qig££§, 
.Tﬁc airlinef ﬁoséé-doﬁg %pa

othe teil ceme up end hit the right motor of the Bember and the tail

A




nd' upen tl"e rapldltv with which the controls Wers moved and the

f peed avxd exact characterlstlcs of the almlane but it wauld apne&r :
_i'mpos sible under any condltlons for the tail to riﬁe mere then 10 or 15
feet abeve the line of the originel flirht peth as the result of nosing_
dov-m. The prebable smount ¢f rise of the tail surface would bs con-
éidefably less than that. For the Bember: te have been in such close
.;-p}oxmity to the Airliner that s deviation of the tail of the Airliner
Qof-].O or 15 f‘etat frem its peth would heve c‘:aﬁsed a collision, would in
rit:se];f" _havé'bee—n i’nexcusable. |

" The testimony of Private West cannot be considered rcliab‘lé. He -

":‘;-V-Was observing airplensgs thet were flying at an altitude of 6,000 feet
" above an arca on the ground eppromimatcly three milcs distent from the
-te’nnié ceurt cn which he was starding.” It is doubtiul whother one ex=

pe flGnCLd in the observatlon of alruraft in flight would have bee '.&ble,-‘-

u nder the cir cumstance , to determ:me 1n such dCuﬁll tne *elatlvs “ssl-

:_t'l en- anc'i eourse oi‘ the two plancs in uuestlun" and Prr ate ’siest ?ras oo

,ﬁﬂ_ exper*erced obse"ver of gir craft 111 fl:‘wht.,He Was P s»ranger ta;<,
Vramaticn except for two fllghta whﬁuh ‘18 had taken as & p.,tssae ée 7 ?_:
V_M-areover, his tcstmonv is 1ncon51stfmt with that of the otm—:r 'mtnes
:: ?::i.{rs.r Te‘!arzﬂre+ Caldwell whn ‘m.tncssefi ‘:}*e acvldent from ‘AD"T c‘xiua‘bely
-the same noint, and‘ Revmond W. Hertin, thc, z{s uremousiv s+a ., h

;-'se:r'vfd as ax alrplar-e spotter, saw the mllls1 on frnm & c" oser mnr

if, obs’ﬂ‘v&tlcn. Bctl“ 'tCStlfl(d that _] 1s.t beforr t"&e i p&cn the Bomber
_'waas mvneuwrlng abovc and behlnd the Alrlmﬁr &d t}mt t’ne latl '
-_af'ter the mpac-t fell off Lo t.rle ie,i"b then turrte.d or ‘znun sbéwly

cve-al tmes unt11 1t*dlsam* "‘ared bevond obstructin:ns to th:*zr ‘n

_,‘fiest’s tnst" ‘mrw is alﬁo 1!1501}513“1:9:1 wii:h i:hat :\f x)’y‘ —m:;b



10

| pllothmself,gac freely admlttedur\dur oatﬁ that ML s % rasgé
tlng my. nose dovm 7 l thlz bil.- ard I wos ready to trim it up and pre
Dul”e i‘or my lﬂn_ dor:m whon T,"n, impzet occurred. The testimony @I_‘
: ﬁ'ltne'—“s “‘uest tth‘ fore, is not. only unsupperted in the rrocord ot

must .fall before the weight and cheracter of the other evidence.

Weather anditions

Ceiling and viglbility were unlimited throuchout thc day in thei' _':

7 91‘9? of the aceident. Winds aloft and on the surface werc light S
copt that relatively sirong nort werly winds prevoiled at 15,000 foet
and cbove. Turbulencc is conrion in the area concerned cither during

. L4

strong winds through Son Gorgenio Pass cor in unsteble cir, but as_,_jthqx
winds 'i'Ter'érl_igl-'lt to well above the mountein end stoble sir EXiStC‘d, |
there sppears to have been 1ittle iikelihood of cnything but wery \mild:
,ﬁurfoulence:exi-stipg &6 the time of the collision. o

In view of these congitions it szppsers that the weather was not.

virecks e

wes found eporoximately two miles

t Palm Springs znd zbout throe miles south

of the esnber of tire rirwcy. Perts of tie sireraft were scettored

=5 long ard three-fourbths of a mils vide. |

Hder wern i‘f‘lmd qbou’r

The imsset with- the

. “and. subse uurlt '?“ ira re sultzd in such sxtensive gams

"«:
ck
&
o
it

Ly
a
}3
o*

+that 1ittle could be learnicd from en examination. Imring

- wzs tore looss from the fuselag:




=_F,Xamination of the Bomber ravszled that the risht wing de-icer boct
“#had been cut just inbozrd of the landing light. The oil'ra.iatpr'SCOOP_‘
~was partly collspsed. +Two of the dblades of

my

seratched. The third blad: had sevire nicks and 2 smell diamond-shaped

'pJ_ec? had been cut out complately. 411 of the blades apprared to sé{c}e-'rifi
i‘arw--:;rd slj_.ghtl_y. There were slight dents, red pa
-‘ch:ﬁ%age to the inooc:.rd side ol the rirhv nacelle, Jusd
" e:’ge of_ the wing. With the possitle excoption of
was not piven a ‘teardowmn inspzction, thers was itk

- Bombar.

CCHCIUS IONS.

The evidence of the record lezves no doubt &3 to the gause of, o -
'*;}ye:.;,regpons'ibility i‘or_ s uhJ,s acc*dei- _'I‘he -ollot of & Bowber te

5 te the facts, Wi ch ,showed u".l.dt m, ci"*ﬂrge_d_' r

£l7 the Bomacr in clo & D"O‘{lmltj fo Lm, A‘! rlim

th;e'} e:{pre:ss PUTrposs

f‘r_Lend in tﬂu cc»p[' OT.-fb k!

-

"-f":l,u bt.a;r pldI’E. SL}C‘.H.COI‘CLUC" WES - .:hcﬂ"f v'lthouu. 311 ‘1 .:ble'l.

o

,est 10:‘1 d:]_scloses no basis for gny infers ncu tnau tm. “L,ot .'I_. k> J:mzm
o-f' thﬂ Ar"llne*‘ was awars of ‘t"l"’ reason for Td aubenan’f ‘{1 '"on"" corducu

: ;ior tbaﬁf he sough{: in any memer to coopera

{I

Wr:: are dr:.ven ta *h conc LS:LC"} ‘ch:-x* -
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nucommgndat¢ons

In ’Ch&zin‘f(z-stigation'of this accident it was learnced that the Sié'x'th'-
_ Eerrying-Group of the Air Tranuport Command at Long Beach, Cullfornla
'had plaucd an erroncous inturpretation on the rules governing contact
flight on a c¢ivil airway. Although this had no direct bearing on the
- accident, their interpretation of these rules creates a situstion fraught
-with great danger, particulszrly under conditlions of mountainous terrain?
ﬁand,congested air traific.
On June 24, 1941, the Civil Asronautics.Board passed a regulation
which reads as follows:
"60.471 - Contact flight above 3500 feet on civil airway. In
~addition to all contact flight rules, aircraft fiying under
contact conditions et zn altitude of more than 3500 feet above
the ground or water and within the lirmits of a civil airway
shall conform to thas rules preseribed for flight under instru- .

- ment conditions in the following respects:

(1) Compliancs with #60.53, Plight Plan, when flights
3 o H > =

touch : 1rw@y5 tralT;c coritrol arcas:

{2y 1 tvintenance of flight altitudes (#60.58) ; and

(3) Haihtenance £ commnication contacts {#60.571).
(4‘ %o chinse in en approved Flisght plan shall be.made
without the prior approval of the airway traffic conirol
center concoerncd, unless an cmergencey situation arises '
which requires immaediate d‘0131un and action or unless
. vieather conditions meke it nocessary for the pilot to . .- -
effect change in order to copt_nuu flight in accordance
‘with confact flight tulos; in cither czse the proper _
airvay tr@1f1c control ceptbr shzll be notified as soon
as p0551b¢2 < ' '

“The Regulations are supplemented by the cxplanatory'and interpreta

'féiv2ﬂﬁaterial ineluded in the Civil dzronautics 1t nual, prcuarcd ard

. distributed bv ‘tnﬂ Civil Acranautlcs Acm_‘nlstratlon. The -particular

'yalamérclz the Clv11 rCPOPa tics Menual covering_Part”&O of  the -Civ




. 13f_£

?'Rvgulhtlcns 1nclud=,s en ill ustrgtlvt, ¢iagram :md:.c t* ng very clun*l

Tigt the 3,50C-foot altitude s 1find in Cﬁu 60.471 is to be rlcat'hr'sd’i‘j_-

i; ‘with respect to the loczl ground lovel,
The testi nony rc.ve“u,d thet b\,mour Pilot. Wilson, Lieizrtenrant }\,rbbr't,
'-Commanding Officer of the Ferrying Commend branch at Pelm Springs, " c.:ﬁ

“‘IJ

jor Dunlap, Cperaticns Officer of the Sixth Ferrying Command ot Long

Bcach, were under the impression tnst the 3;500-foot 1imit pruscr ibed ia

. the above-quotcd rcgulation wos interpreted zs 2,500 Poet cbove the high- -

et p01rt on the airway “bL,twmn two redic rangés" in one case, end fbR-

,'l}'-.'-.*éen the ’-:.wo radio fi};es" in znciher.
!ﬂthough the ¥ tostified that they were under the impression thet
“suckt an interprctation had baon rscuived at some fim: or ancther by the

Ferrying Command from Civil rerenautics idwministration personmcl, th'ey?_ .

‘were uneble to name an j -ndlv*- duzl. l;]VD_LVCd, any- pc_rt,leu_,hr met ng at‘.-

- which such an 1nt¢rpr:;_tat10n hed been_ given,“or 'p;roducc 'c:m-*'-u

“evidence thereof. Furthermére, the C1 v:L" Aerc-nc ll’t.lC‘; E(ZE"E_I}..:.S"""“
~ perscnnoel Wh'o testified stated" that 'i"i'thsir t} T}gs mth M'n;y o

jr'ecnr;el on sir traffic rules thiy had given an Jntnmrﬂtutlon “i’ h

~rile u:nder dlqcusqlo&_ whicn wzs in a ::ﬂt .”lt.’l—thc & r.phlc 11 Ing

(5,000
O

:‘tion p Civil A‘ez‘onauti:cs- fzmazl No.

Thz content of this regaletion, end its misintorprétation by
in "fer=onr »x.]_ are nob - O?]Slut."’u(q ue"hf_w:i hag ny d_ii"gq‘t- cavsative

-'.'rxr;_la_’sion "vr;t‘rg,t 2 accident‘. Yo S‘JLlel{:utan c; el

“ have been nucessary to Dr\-‘f"nt r41-‘ Jxoeriznced Dll(}u 1rum br:[ngmg;,

«

_i‘craft dcl_uiberat;;—ly inuo such c_l:s_s? 'pre:a:n_t? f\fe:iz-'g'zir;li

Ji

. common_sensu, but qp-;culc ]Jy in nolhtlon af tn;




‘;fiit;"“"

prohlba.t:mgthe bringing of an rﬁirr"cr':raft'j_n flight within 500 foot

 6f3égother.' Inveétigation éfrthﬁ accident has, however, served to -

;  bfing‘to:light,tha éecmingly quite unjustifiable confusion regarding  7
the interpretation of CAR 60.471; and in addition to its being obvious-
ly‘desirdﬁlé to clear any misapprehensicon cn that point immedigtely,

it appears that it maj, be advisable to make certain modifications in
’,'fﬁiszyoftion of the Regulations, as applied to such zreas of traffic

coﬁcentrgtion as San Goygcnio Pass. Accordingly, the Civil Acronautics
¢ thérd h@s-bcen giving consideration to certain such modifications based

upon the sea level altitude rather than height above local terrain.

-In addition a recommendation has bscn made to the Intordhmartﬂbntal
©Air Traffic VCcVJntrol Board by the Civil feronautics Board that an irmedi-
;1,éte $tudy”of the traffic situatién‘at San Gorgonis Pass be mnde with s
T;Aviéﬁiﬁﬁrm@king‘récommendations fnf:thc'eliminaticn of the hazard nﬁich”;
ﬁﬁpﬁiéiiSté.' it is further_recomménded that:

ZL;;(l) Immediatc studies be made at 211 ‘points on the ¢ivil. . |
eirways where traffic is congested dus to mountainous turraln,
-tr.}nlng uCilVlil?S, or other caases: and

1-;(2)' Thers, as a result of therabovewrecommended\studies7
. special rules are found necossary, bulletins covering each

portion of the alrway so affected be prepared expleining thg

- reasons therslor ond describing in Slleu longuage the ap~
~pligation of such ruies; and

. (3) Such of the abo vn—rbconmendbd bulleting as are apprODrl—r'
©oato be s mode & part of the £flight clearsnce for pilots wn- .
- familier with the affccted areas. : S




5-15—_

Findings
1, The collision which occurred at approximately 5:15 p.m. on
Obﬁdber 23, 1942, between an Army B-34 bomber and Amorican’!s Trip 28
resﬁited'in fatal injurieslto the nine passengers and the thiee crew
membars of the Airliner, The Alrliner was completaly deostroyed. The
Eombernraceiﬁeﬁ'minor Gamage to the right propeller, engine nacelle, and
'dé-icar'boot. Tts oceupants wore uninjured.

2, Ab thé time of the accident, American held a certifidate of
public convenisnce and necessity and an air carrier cperating certifi-
cate:aﬁfhorizing it to.conduct the flight. Both certificatas ware
cufrentlj gffective.

| 3.. Captain Pedley and First Cfficar Repp=rt, of the Airliner, were
physically quaiifiéd and held proper certificates of competency to por-
form their duties on the subject flight.

Lieuteonant Wilson, the pilot, and Sergeant Ieickt, the copilot,
of the Bomber, were assigned by the Army to conduct ihis flight.

4, The Airliner, NC 16017, was currentiy certificated as airworthy
at the time of the accident. |

5, nerican's Trip 28 originated at Burbank, Celifornia, with New
York, New York, as its final destinaticn, It departed from Lockhesd Air
Terminal, Burbank, at 4:36 p.in,, having been clsared in accordance with
 company procedurs to Phoenix, Arizona.

The Army B-34 bomber had besn dispatched from long Beach, California
"o Palm Springs, California, on a contact flight plan..

6« The operation of Amsrican's Trip 28 was normal until it was

- gtruck by the Army B-34.

7. AmeTicen's trip 28 reported by radio to Burbank at 5:6G2 p.o. as

over Riverside, California, at 5,000 feet, This was tho last radio con-

~ tact with Trip 28 until 5:15 p.m. when it attempted to meke contact with
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Burbank, which was not c_cmple;ceg-i;.-

2, The collision occurred when bo’n ‘._:'.chlra‘ft were ab an altitude
‘of about 9,000 feet, agpro:cimately 3 miles -ﬁQI;-‘C-h of Palm Springs, Cali-
- forniae |

%a The weather c.on;ﬂit?.onsr iﬁ the aven at'the- time wers satisfgctor_,r

for the flights and Were noi a._contri"buting factor to the nccident,

10, There was no ev::.dence oi' machanlcchl faillure of either -zircraft
‘or bhelr enginesa. ' 7 S

11, There was nc evidence thaet Captain ‘Pedley"h}ad any knowledge of
Pilot Wilson's intention of {Iying close to the Airlin or to signal First
- Officer Reppert, Heither was there evidence that Reppert had agreed to
any arrangement which vculd have viclated either the Civil-Air Regulations

or good practice, nor that he had caused an;-' deviaticn from the normal

conduct of the flight,

PRCSBAIJLE CLUSE: Reckless and irresponsible conduc_t of Li;utenénﬁ
ll«‘,’illiam e Wilzon -in deliberately maneuvering a
bomber in dangerous proximity to an airliner in
an unjustifiable attempt to attract the abtention

‘of the first officer (copilot) of the lsttei vlane .

/s/ Le “ielch Pogue”
L, ligleh rosuee

/s/ Bdward Varrer
‘ _uu ard .mrner

/s/ iiarlles Branch
Tarllee Eranch

/u/ Oawald Ryan
-Oswald Ryan




