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AEPORT OF THE~CIVIL AFROHAUTICS BOARD
of the
Investigation of an Accident Involving hlI‘CI'af"t in
. . Ajw C'zrm.er Cperation

An airline acdéident, which .résul'be‘ci in substantial damage to a Douglas
DC3-G102 airplane, ‘M 16018, owned -and operated by American Airlines, Inc.,
occurred on May 21, 1942, at about 11:22 p.m. (CWT), at the Municipel
Adrport, Little Rock Arkansas., No injuries were received by any of the
twenw-two passengers or the crew of three. The crew consisted of Captain
Linwood P, Hudson, First Officer George Paul Hckardt, both of whom werse
mroperly certificated and aporopriately rated, and Stewardess Gracia Forth.

The flight, designated by Awerican Airlines as Twrip 11, originated at
‘New York, Few York, with Fort VWorth, Texas, as its destination. Several
intermedlate stops were made, including the one at Little Rock. The flight
proceeded normally until the landing at Municipal Airport, Iittie Rock,
Arkansas, at approxumtply 11:20 pera. ¥hile the ship was teing tazded to
the leading ramp, the right wheal dropped inte a newly constructed ditch,
located about 50 feet east of the ramp.

The airport control tower operator had commuwnicated with Capbain Hudson
during the landing 2pproach, advising him that he was cleared to taxi to the.
raip; however, he did not inform hiz of a newly constructed diteh, or of- the
fact thaot the smudge pot norking the extreme southern end of the ﬁopstructiﬁn
work was not burning. 4 conpany cmployee was directing the orew with a- Et
flashlight to the position in vhich the skip was to be parked, and had~ :
signaled the captain to proceed. He subsequently stated that he had not, seenﬁ L
the ditch and did not know it was there, nor had he observed that the smudge
pot was not burning. The captain, occupying the left seat, was directing G
his attention to the clearance of his wing tip and that of another American.
Airlines plane parked on the souzth end of thr rampe The first 'Offlce‘.f‘:‘__ stated
that he had observed the pile of earth near the south cond o;i‘ the construction =
work, but did not see the ditch adjacent to it until the plane was anly a '
few feet away. He lLmmediately informed the captein but :ﬁ; WA 'too Iate to
ayold the accildent. -

American Alrlines has a standard procedure requiring 8’5‘1‘[}1"3"1 uﬁnr%ers
to make daily and freguent inspections of airports vhere construction woerk
is being done, and keep 2 current map posted showing such work. The map
had be,en mrepared in the morning bub did not show the diich adjacent to the -
taxi gtrip. The airpdrt manager did not file a notice to airmen, and did .
~ not notify the airport co*ltro’i tower or. Amrrlcan .#,Lrlmes pe?'sormel regarc’:,,ng_ .
_ 't’he constructlon of the drainage dltch- L : : o

Imrﬂstlgatlon 1"1{5.ch’}qu tnaﬁ the cre" of Trip _Ll vised. due caw.@n mnle
V.-taxllng to the raz"b, and vas _n no .:.;gr resaonslblc for ﬁ’ze :z,cc;men’b S

' _ %OE"’"I_IJ CAUSE: mllmr'e of imérican nlrlmes ground crew te l.‘l:f‘o?“ﬂ the
: : . captain of Trip 4l oi ‘the construction work ‘ﬁamcant tc
.the rtm‘s, and to gulo.e him past those Haaa.L 48 :
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——

Fé_iilwé of airport manzger to publish a notice

to airmen and properly inform the airport dontrol
tower regarding construction of the ditch,

(2) Failwe of the control tower operator to observe ¢
the hazard and to properly advise the incoming trip

CONTRIBUTING FACTORS: (1)

BY THE BOARD

/s/ Doruin Chorlos Brom
Secretary



