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REFQORT OF THE CIVIL AERONAUTICS BOARD
of the
Investigation of an Accident Involving Aireraft in Aar
Carrier (Operation

An aceident which resulted ibh minor damage to a model DC=-3 Douglas air-
plane, NC 28343, owned and operated by Delta fir Corporation, occurred at about
7:27 p.m, (CST) on December 22, 1941, at the Municipal Airport, Birmingham,
Alabama, No injury was sustained by any of the twelve passengers or the crew
of three., The crew consisted of Captain Tippen Sehier, First Officer William Z.
Nichols, both of whom were properly certificated and appropriately rated, and
Stewardess Nary Smith.

The flight, designated by Delta as Trip No, 3, originated at Atlanta,
Georgia, with Fort Worth, Texas, as its destination. Intermediate stops were
scheduled at Birmingham and other points, ZExcept for poor radio communication
and air which was turbulsnt but not excessively so, the flight proceeded without
ineident until radro contact was established with the control tower at Birmingham
and larding instructions were roceived, The control tower coperator stated that
he advised the trip that the wind was E to SE 25 m,p.h. variable and gusty.
However, the first officer stated that he understood the rcport as merely SE
£5 m.p.h, variable, and transmitted that information to the captain. The cap-
tain subsequently stated that radio recepbion was poor at the time they were
clearcd to the Birmingham tower. Captain Schier, flying contact, made huis
approach for a landing toward thc socutheast., This involved passing over z
ridge a short distance northwest of the airport boundary. In accordance with the
usual practice for landings toward the southeast, Captain Schier followed a de-
pression in the slope of this ridge in order to secure improved terrzin clear-
ance., The approach procceded in the normal marner with Fairst Officer Nichols
carrying out the captain's instructions to lower the landing gear and then the
flaps., Full flaps were used. A moment after they were fully extonded, the
plane, flying betwesen 95 and 110 m.p.h. through severe turbulenece, was deflected
downward., Captain Schicr applied full throttle to both enginscs, called for
gear up apd got it immediately, The captain, pulling the plane up as much as
possible to get over the treces in front of him, brushed through their tops and
continucd over the airport, First Officer Nichols, after notifying the control
tower that Trip 3 would make another approach, was advised by the coantrol vower
operator to make an castward landing on the runway. The sccond approach was
madc toward the cast and the landing was completed without furthoer incident.
Inspection of the plane disclosed damage which caused cancellation of the un-
finisbed portion of the rlaght.

Investigation disclosed that the flight was cleared and comnducted i1n ac-
cordance with company operating policics., Vcather conditions were not below
the minimum limits at any time during the flight. Birmingham weathoer, at the
time of the accadent, was reportced bv the L. 8. Weather Burcou as: Ceilling
1900 fect; visability 3 mileg; wind sovtheast Z5 m.p.a.; light roin, Extreme
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turbulence with a shifting wind was encountered throughout the first landing
apmroachs This condition undoubtediy would have been expected by the Caplau
had not poor radio reception prevented the Farst Officer from understanding
all of the weather report transmitted to him by the Control Tower Operator.

Investigation failed to reveal any malfunctioning of the aircraft or any of
its components,

PROBABIE CAUSE: Failure of the captain to maintain adeguate terrain clear-
ance during landing approach under extremely turbulent air
conditions,

CONTRIBUTING FACTORS: 1. The use of [ully extended flaps in turbulent air,

2« DPoor radio regeption.

BY THE BOARD

/s/ _Dariia Charlos Drown
Secretary




