File No. 5105-L1

REFORT QF THx CIVIL AZRON.UTLCS BO.LRD
of the
Invastig. tain of n Aecidont Invelving Aircruft
in Scheduled Lir C.rricr Operetion

An ceerdont 1hich resulted in extensive domege to » Breing modcel 31L
flying bout, KC 18601, owncd mnd operated by Pan .mericen Airieys, Inc.,
scourrsd ot wpre H.rbor, Gusm, &bout 11 0OC pem. G.C.T. on August 16, 19.1.
No injurics were susgtuinsd bv any of the 29 rcvenue pessengers, the 16 ron~
rovenus passcngers, or the crev of 1C8. The crev included Ceptain Henry J.
Chese, Cooilot Edwin Devis avary, and Third Officer R. M. Brom, coch of
vhom wes properly certificated and aprropriately rated. The other members
of the crev were R. C. Campbell, Second Officer, R. N. Goodson, First
Enginesr, J. B. Parrish, Second Fnginser, P. willisms, First Rzdio Officer,
R, B. Henley, Second Radio Officer, and "f1lliam Murray and A. Chanco, Flight

tewards.

The flight, designetsd by Pen amoricen smirvuays, Inc., o8 Trip 517-518,
had origin.eted atv Son Franclsco ano was returning o thot point from
Singapore. & londing hod bien mwade at Guam, vhich mw.e one of sgveral inter-
mediste stops. DBec.usc of unfavorable fteke-off condiiiors, cornsisting of
heavy svells in th. outer herbor, light wind (&6 to 8 knots} :nd he.vy load
(28 pounds less than the moximan permitted), the otlompled trke-off from
Guem weg dcloyed cbout 2-1/2 hours hien the tuke-off v s _ttempted, a run-
vay 1n the inner herbor, protecied from he.vy swells, was used. This runway
has a elewr chommel cbout 6030 fo:t lorg. Uneertuan thot ho eculd acccom-
plish the take-off in this dictoncs, C.pteiw Ch. gz decided thot unless he
should become «irborne boefor. recching 1t, he woula discontinue th: attempt
et ¢ pre-selceted point thert h: still would heve cdeguats spacs to come b9
- s.fe stop. Tho spot he chose for disceorntinuing the tak.-off 12s judged by
~ buoy, the location of vmiecn wos misirtorpretod bzeousz, unknovn to Captoin
Chase, .. similar bucy w.s .bsenbt from its propoer plwca. This confusion in
the channel merkings led the cfptuin to prolong his tcke-off atvompt 200
yerds biyond the i1ntendsd point, «nd, in bringng his ceraft to a stop, the
captain fmaled to elear ¢ coral shocl vhich dumeged tne bottom of the hull.

PROBABLE CAUSE. &ibsenec of ¢ morksr buoy fron its propsr pl.ce -m the
marked runviay.
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