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An aceident involving a Deuglas, Lodel DO=3 (N0199'74), owned. by _
mmﬁggg_gmhw% Ince, which occurred at Brainard Field, Hartford,
Gonnecticut, on Sevptember 3, 1940, about 7:00 aJme, resulted in extensive
damage to the ailrcraft and nuncr' injury to one. passenger, C. B, Cronnan.
Thirteen other passengers and the crew of three ere not :LnJured. Captain
o J. Cheney, who held an airline transport certificate and who haé ‘locged
about 4350 flying hours, was in command of the flight. HNe was assisted by
Uirst Officer ¢, T. Higbee, who held a cormercial pilot certificate and «
who had flowm about 1175 hourse. Kathleen Regan was serving as stewardesss

. The airplane took off from Boston at 6:10 aesms on a scheduled
- flight {American's Trip 29) to New York City, with an intemediate stop”™ .
at Hortford, Ab 6:49 aefie, when the airplane passed over the Hartiord. . .-
... 'radio range- statmn at 2000 feet, the ground was obliterasted by dens
: ground fog. ‘The.last ‘eather. Bureau sequence report for Hartford igsued
at 6105 a.m., gave "High scattered clouds, visibility 172 mile, ground fo _;::.‘i
" temperatufe 62, dewpoint 62, barometer 26,99, wind calm." The Capbain -
ordered the wheels lovered and started a descent to look over ‘the. ﬂeld.
~ According to Captain Chaney, he passeéd over the field twice and . observed
" several holes in the ground fog which varied fram light to moderate in
- tensity., Hs states that he made an apsroach toward the uest-northwest
and got under the fog, but went around agsin, waiting for copditions to
. improve. On his next sttempt, an approach toward the southeast, he -
stated the field was open except for light vctehy ground fog about 100
"feet thick on the edges of the field, Tho Ca_ tain stated that he conld
‘see one pole of the high tension rires as he passecl over them at an.
altitude of 160 feet and that he was. 50 feet above the ground as he
. passed the field boundary at which time he could see 3/4 the length of
~the- field, but that before the pla.ne touched the ground he could see its -
_ éntire. 1ength. According to his statement, he decided to land on the
. grass-covered area east of the runway because-in so doing he could use
J " the adminigtration Bmldlnx' as @ marker in lining up for a straicht 1anding
" ‘and also because that portion of the field was clearer of ground fog. than -
-~ _the wegtérn part of the fielde: The alralane overshot 2,450 feet of the .
- available landing area of 3,860 feet. T .¢ wheels first touched the ground
on. the grass arpm*lmatelj 159 feet east of the mrway and the airplame. -
.~ “continued 1ts landing roll parallel with the runmays Although the pilot :
- gpplied brakes, he was unable o stop the airplane on the st gre und . and
% it continued beyond the boundary. of “the airpert onto sof't, ‘bumpy ground, -
:'j&fter tum or three bumps it sbopaed, nasad up, and fell vack sharplb' on. iﬁs




- Invac:ﬂ:;atmn revaaled that, nefore de parture from Boston, the
'f'trlp had been cleared from that *aomt to Latuardis ¥ield, New York, srz.ta
© “Tloyd Benmett Field as an alternate.  hen it becane apwarent from 5} later
. .weather :cegort ‘thet conditions at lartford were below the minimums pre- ..
scrived by the Civil ieroneutics “dndnistration, the trip vas econtacted

by radio, at 6:26 a.n., and Fhiladelphia was neried a8 an additional alt ex:na&_ﬂ'_'
' in accordance ith aphroved procedure,

l‘tLOB—BL—.- G.H. :..u-.:o

Actlm. of the pllot in attempting a lendinz under conditiong”
videnh were below the minimums set forth in thie com Neny's

eather letter of competency as aoproved by the u}V.Ll
o ne“onauuics ﬂuminlstratwn.



