DEPARTIENT OF COMMERCE
Weshington

August 31, 1937

REPORT OF ATHCRAFT ACCIDENT INVESTIGATION
Statement of Probable Cause cof Accident Involvang
an Airera2ft of the Eastern sir ILanes, Tnec., at
Daytonc Beach, florada,. onmAng,ust_ 10, 1937,

In on order dated August 1C, 1937, issued by the Secrctery of Commercc,
pursuant to the Air Commercerﬂcﬂ of 1926, as ¢mended reletang to Lhe inwvesta-
gation of accadents in caival air navigation in the United Stotes, Denas
lmllzgan, Chief, Regulation and Enforcemenl Davisien, Robert I. Hazen, Air
Line Inspeetor, and George ' . Lossou, air Line rainbenance In@vector, <11 of
the Burcay of fLar Commerce, Department of Commerce, weore cesimoted to investa-
gate the facts, condations end circunmstences of on aircraft accident +hich ce-
curred on hugust 10, 1937, in the vaicmnaity of Doytona Beeck, Iloraias, and to
make a roport thereon. Lovell S. liexrdang, Aar Iane lnSpector of the Durceu
of Air Cormercc, Department of Commerce, and H. €., Whitney, Dircector, Stte
Aviation Divasion, State Road Department of the Statc of (lorada, <rore desxg-—
noted es technical advasers. llessrs, Hezen, Losso. and l-rding procecded at
once to the scene of the accident, arrivang therc on the ~{ternoon of sugust
10, After a ficld cxaminatzon had been made, public hearirgs werc held from
August 12 to 14, ineclusavse, i1n the Burgoyne Casane ih Deytona Beaeh,

The follouang fects, condaitions and circumstances cppear to us to have
attended the occident:

On _August 10, 1937, 2t approxumetely 4:40 a.u., ab & ploce on the Daytona
Becch-Deland Read south of the southern boundary of Sholz Facld, munzcipal
airport of Daytonza Beach, Volusia County, Florads, @zn aircroft of Unztbed States
rogistry, while being operﬁtud 1 scheduloed mnberstote aar comuercc, corrying
passengers, mall and express, met with an eecicent wlaeh rosulted zn the death
of four and the injury to five persors on board, cnd the destruction of the
aireraft,

The de~d were,

Col, J. lorien ¥ Triona, Stuorl ¢, Dretz(Filot),
ilexzeo Caty, D. I Baltamorc, :aryland
J. F. Phallpots, Robert Rex Reed (Co-prlot),
Kingston, Jamoaica, Cklanom~ Caty, Cldahome
The mgurcd were,

C. T Dunlep, Ee. W. Phallpcis,
Chicago, Illainois. Kingston, Jomalcl.

, M. N Hemalton, F. I, Therpson,
Detroxt, Michigen. Greenvalie, S. C.

Bryan W, Merrill {Steiord),
Mremy, Florade.



-2 -

The palot, Stucrt G. Dietz, held & currently clffcctive Federcl tronsport
pilet licensc ond = scheduled zar transport roting. The co-pilot, Robord Rex
Reed, held 2 currently effcetive Federal Trensport pilot license, The tnard
member of the crov vos Flight Stermrd Bryan 1. Morraill.

The awrcraft, a Douglas, twin-engine cuabin lsnd monoplaonc, modcl DC-2,
1as wnspected and cpproved for re-licensing by the Departrent of Comrerce on
October 1, 1936, It bore Federel aireraft liccnse number MNC-1373%9 onc compony
number 329, It wos owmed by North Amcracan Avaation, Inc., of 1775 Brosa ey,
New York Caty, and vas operoted by the Bastorn air Lancs, Inc., of the sane
address, on Trap No. 7, scheduled from Chiczge, I1l., to ".om, Florico, tith
intcrmedicte stops at Indianapolis, Tnd,, Leuwasville, Ky., Noshville, Tenn,,
Chattanooga, Tenn., stlante, Ge., Jacksonvaille, Fle., and Daytonc Denewy, Ila.
This operation iws conducted under a currently effoctave lotter of zuthority
1ssued by the Depertmront of Commerce., The usc of the Daytoae Beoch airport
for deylight end derkmess operation, vath Dougles equapment, hao becn inaugu-

-

roted by the Eastern air Lanes, Ine., on loy 31, 1937.

The flaght wos scheduled to crrive at Deytone Beocch at 3:55 oeme It 2r-
raived ebout tharty-five minutes latc, having ccen dclaycd, eccordin, to thc
testimony, at Chicago, I1l., Ailonta, Ga., and Jacksenvalle, Fla., for pas-—
sengers, 21l and cxpress conncctions. It deprrted fror the ramp ot Deytonag
Beach about 4:35 a.m., vhile the aarport and the comtryside were stall 1a
darkness,

The veather betyeen Daytone Beach and siicmi ves satasfuctory for clecr-
ance from Daytone Beoch, a1, ond in the vieanity of the ficld, the weother
-1as good, with a visibility of six miles, an wnlimzted ceiling, calm wind,
and ¢ light ground fog roported,

Bofore takang off from the field, the aarcroft -ms taxied to the north
end of tae North-Scuth rwrwy, vhere the cngines vere ran—up. 45 bhe take—off
was mede, the landang laghts of the arrcraft 1cre obscrved to be burning, and
the testimony indicated that the enganes wrerc functicaing proporly. The air-
craft took off in a southerly darcectron on the Morth-Scauth ruma;r, -nd wacn
about 138 foet beyend the southerm cdge of the Nortn-South rumay 1vs r.ght
1ing collzded wvrth o iceden pole. A5 a conscguence ot the anpoet of toe air-
cralft wath the pols, about 15 feot of the ragat -ang, measured from the ang
tip along the leading cdge, vas sheared off the aireraft, Ylias portion of itne
wang wes founa slightly to the eest of the projecticn of thic center line of
the North~South runway end about 210 feet fron the _sost hole, 1t aopocrs that
the remamder of the planc conbtinued in flight an 2 benk wo tiic raght for a
distance of about 600 foct vhen at struck the grovad, It contanucd clong the
ground and came to rest coout 850 focot from #nc souln odge of Lic Tood und
cbout 300 feet to thc vest of the nrojecction of the conter lane of tic Horih-
South rumay.

Toe polce coilidea r1lh was onc oo four cerrying an cleetric tronsmission
or dastrabutzon line vhich had scen ncvdly crectea cn the Deyuona Deach-Deland
Road, wnich runs along the southorn boundary of the ocairport. It 1128 placed
on thc south side of the right—of-wmy of the road, approximitely on ihc pro-
jectzon of the center lane of the Worth-South rursey of the rarport, Thas
pole, which vas 30 feet leng, s dark in color end cxtended ebout 26 fcot mnto
the 2ir above the ground at 1ts basc and sbout 24 feot ebove tihic crom of the
road. Marks on the polc showed that the wing hea struck the pole -mthin 4 fect
from 1us top,
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This pole and the other nevly ecrected poles, wath No, 6 oright copper
wire strung upon tnem, had been installed betucen the hours of 9.30 pet,
Monday, August 9, end 2:00 a.m., Tuesday, August 10, The [lorida Pover cnd
Iaght Company, vhich ouncd and ercctea the poles, had placea ihom in position
in crder te provadcs scrvace through on overheca line because of an emergency
which had erasen zbout 7:30 pasite, August 9, vhen a slorm had coauscd a break
1n the underground crreurt vhich troversed the arge along thie rood on the
southern boundery of the airport,

thile the saignificance 1s not clear, it appears thet oy 2 Resolution
deted August 5, 1937, of the Board of County Commissioncrs of Volusia County,
Mloride, subjeet to approval of the Stote Higlney Deportment, the Ilorida
Power «nd Light Company hed becn granted the ragnt, pravilege ond perrot,
under ccribean conditions, to eonstruct, maintain ond operote clectrzce laght
ond power transnission and distribution lines upon, <long or over the Counvy
road on highuaey described as folleous "Extending fro- the Eost of the presomt
line ncar the Airport, Doytona Beach, vest .44 males, to be lecated on the
South sade of the Daytena Beach-Deland Road,M

*ath respect to the crcetion of the poles an question, it docs not zp=-
pear that the Power end Light Copany gave formal or inferanl netaficotion of
the fact of their ercction prior to, during the coursc of, or at the comple-
tron of thear ercetacn, to the operatoers of the awrercfi, the zarpert author-
itics, or to eny other govermmental autnority concerncd with the scfety of
operation of aircrafi ot the awrport. Iurthermore, it wes cstablished that
these poles were not lighted or marked in any manner vhaich voulda serve teo
wern the crevr of aircroft NC-13739 of their presence.

To estoblaish the element of notice, the Company cloimea thrt one of its
employces, vho hed amvestigated the failure an the underprounc circuit, used
the public telephone in the adminastretion Building of the zarport to call
has office and rcport the trouble to s superior ond to advise thoe crection
of an overhead line, This coll wos roported to have beon nade botieen 7:30
and 9:30 pam., august 9, that leter, duraing the ainstallation of the poles and
wnres, another of its cmpleyces used the same telephonc, that the men on duty
i the arrport office shouid have obscrved the men at work zlong the rozd with
their cguapment ond laghts, sctiing up the poles and stringazng the wnre, and
elsc that the air lincs using the airport knew from prevaous occosions that,
as 2 tcuporary mefsure, such poles had beocen set up to gave scrvaicc to cus-
tomcrs.

It appcars fror our investigetion thet the conditaion and functioning of
the oareraft end :ts power plont werc normel, ond thet the toke—off Llikciase
1728 norral,

In our opanion, the probable causce of this accraent vas the abscnee of
rcasonable notice to tnose operating and nevigoting the cirersft that oo ob-
jeet had been erccted vhich constituted o hazard to tne aireraft toaking off.

Respectfully submatted,

Denas Jadlagmn
Chicf, Reguletion ond Enforcement Division



Robert I, Hozen
423 TIane Inspector

Gcorge ., Lossor
Air Iane Maantenence I peclor
Approved and forviorded:
Mrcetor, Bureau cf Air Comunerce
Approved and forviarded:

Assaistant Secretary of Commerce

Approved,

Sceretary of Comuecrco



