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STATEMENT OF PROBABLE CAUSE COMCEANING AN ACCIDENT WHICH
OCCURRED TC A COMMERCIALLY O#NED AIRPLANE AT DETROILT,
MICHIGAN, ON APRIL 26, 1936

To the Becretarvy of Commerce.

On April 26, 1936, at approximately 6.30 p.m., a commerclally owned airplane
crashed withan the city limits of Detroit, Michigan, with resuitant death to the
pilet and passenger and the complete destruction of the aircraft,

The airplane, a Fleet, model 2, bore Department of Commerce license numher
M-797V and was cwned by the ilichigan aero Club, Inc., Detroit, Michigan. The
pilot, Lec F. Hickey, held a Department of Commerce private pilot's license. The
passenger, William Madyck, held a Department ~f Commerce amatsur pilot's licenss.

SBhortly after taking off from the Detreit City airport, the airplane was ssen
ty several witnesses looping and going through various other acrobatic maneuvers
at an altitude of approximately 1000 feet over a district whers there were scatiered
bouses, Altitude was gradually 1lnst in the performahce of these maneuvers. From
approximately 500 fest, tho alrplane was seen tn make a lonhg d4ive, was pulled up,
helf rolled end another dive started. UNear the bottom of this dive a guy wire on
a public service electric light pole was struck, throwing the airplane on 1ts back,
w which position 1t hit the ground about 100 feet from the pole and beounced about
f1fty feet where 1t came %o rest, the engine falling out about midway beiween these
two points of coutact,

. Examination of the wreck-ze bore out the statements of wilitnesses as to the man-
ner in which the airplane struck. Dual contrels were connected and 1t was L.psirl:
to detsrmine which man was actually in control of the airplane at the time of the
accident. DBefore the take-off, however, Madyck, suppecsedly the passenger, Was heard
to state that he i1ntended to "put on & real show for Hickey."

bl It 15 the opinion of the Bureau of 4ir Commerce that the prcbable cause of this
. accident was carelessness and negligence on the part of the pilot in performing
acrobatlc maneuvers at a dangeroisiy low altitude and cover a resideatial section.

Corrective measures for accidenis of this nafure exist i1n the air Commerce Reg-
lations. The Bureau of Air Commerce wishes tc call atteniion to the regulations
! viclated in this flight which invited just such an accidant.

1. Performing acrobatic mansuvers below the minimum prescribed alti-
tude of 1500 feet.

2. Performing acrobatics over a congested area.
! 3., Doing an act with an aircraft wasch 1s contrary to public safety.
Respectfully submitted,

Bugenes L. Vidal

9191 Director of 4ir Commercs



