F0R IMMEDIATH USE May 19, 1936

DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE
BURSAU CI' AIR COMMERCE
Washington

STATEMENT OF PROBaBLE CAUSE CONCERNING AN ACCIDENT WHICH
OCCURRED TO A PRIVATELY OWNED AIRPLANE AT RICH MOUNTAIN,
ARKANSAS, ON MaRCI 5, 1936

To the Secretary of Commercs.

On March 5, 1936, at approximately 9 35 a.m. at Rich Mountain, Arkansas, a
privatsly owned arrplane crashed with resultant death to the pilct and passenger
end the complete destruction of the aircraft.

The airplane, a Beechcraft, Model B17L, bore Department of Commerce license
mmoer NC-15486, and was owned by the pilote The pilot, Harley E. Woodward, held
a Department of Commerce transport pilot's license. The passengsr was MNr. Fdward
Hartin.

Filot Weodward was Teparted to have departed from the airport at Fort Smith,
irkansas, shortly before the accident and was last seen by the airport manager
fellewing the railrcad toward Mena, Arkansas. A general fog conditlen existed at
the tlme, approaching zero-zero in the vicinity of the accident. Wwitnesses at
Rich Mountain could just see the airplane maneuvering in the fog above and stated
iat 11 would have been 1mpossible for the pilot to have seen the mountains on
gither sido.

The airplane was se~n flying cast at a low altitude, apparently following the
rallroad. After getting into the heavy fog the airplane made a complete turn and
started back toward the west. It then turned again heading east. 4t the point of
the accidesnt the aircraft circled twicae, striking the side of a mountain in the
last turnes Fire followed immediately after impact. VWitnesses state that the engine
wag functiening normally at all times. Inspection of the surrounding territory
indicated that the airplane struck the mcuntain while i1n a bank.

It 1s the opinien of the Bureau of 4ir Commerce tnat the probable cause of this
aceldent was poor Judgment on the part of the pilot for attempiing centact flying
inder adverse weathsr conditinns.,

Hespectfully submittied,

Eugens L. Vidal
Director of Air Commerce
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