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tatement of prebable cause concerning an accident which
occurred %o a privately owned airplane near Sands Point,
Long Island, New York, on October 17, 1935

To the Director of Air Caommerce

On Octeober 17, 1935 at approximately 3 05 pum. near Sands Point Long Island,
New York, & privately owned airplane crashed with resultant death to the pilot and
bus onger and the complete destruction of ihe aircraft.

The airplane, a Privateer, model t -2, was owned by the .1lot and bore Depart-
ment of Commerce license nhumber NC-94K, The pilot, Harry Freedman, New York City,
held a Department of Commerce private pilot's license. The passenger was James
licDonald, also of New York City.

The take-off was made from Pcr . Washington seaplane base at about 2 45 p.o.
after flying around that viciniiy for about fifteen minutes at an altituds of ap-
proximately 200 feet, the airrplane headed west and flew out over Long Island Sound.
sbout three quarters of a mile off shore, the airplane was observed making a 90°
turn to the iett and losing altitude. When about 75 feet above the water, the noss
of the airplane was seen to drop and the airplane struck the water, turned over and
submerged completely except for the left wing tip.

An examination of the wreckage indicated that the airplane had started a spin
to the rights There was nothing to indicate that there had been any failure of the
alrcraft or engine.

It 15 the opinion of the Accident Board that the probavle cause of this acci-
dent was failure of the pilot to maintcin proper control of the alirplane and poor
judgment for flying at a dangercusly low altitude 1in violation of the 4ir Commerce
Regulations.

Respectifully submitied,
ACCIDENT BO&RD

Jesse W. Lankfo-c, Chief, Safety Section
Secredaryi

Richard C. Gazley, Chief Engineer
Manufacturing Inspection Service

Jo: T. Shumate, Jr.
Chief, General Inspection Servics
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