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Statement of probable causs concerning an accidsnt which
oceurred to an airplane of United Air Lines Transport
Corporation on October 7, 1035, near Cheyenne, Wyoning

To the Director of Afir Cormerce

On October 7, 1835 at approximately 2 192 a.m., at a point acout 10 miles
west northwest of the airvort at Cheyenae, “iyoming, an airplane of United States
registry, piloted by licersed alrmen, wnile being flown 1n scheduled i1nterstate
operation carrying rassengers, mairl and express, unexpeciedly contacted the ground

with resultant Jdeath to all on board and the complete destruction of the aircraft.

Tne airnlane, a_Beeing, model 247-D, had pesn regularly inspected by the
Departrent of Cormerce on Auguot 13, 1530 and bore Department of Commerce license
number NC-13317. It wes owned by the United Alr ILines Transport Corporaticn and
at the twme of tre sccident was beinz operated on the 31t Leke Ci1ty-Cheyenmne
division of that corporstion’s ftrapscortinentel route. The pilot, M. A. Collison,
held the necessary Departrent of Commsrce trensport pilot's license and scheduled
31r frensnord rating. Ie had satisfactorily passed a physical exeminaticen ior the
renewal of his license on September 30, 1¢3%. The co-pirlot, G. E. Batty, held a
Department of Commerce transport pirlot's ilicense. The stewardess was Miss Leona
S. l.ason. The pessen_ers on board were as follows

Vincent Butler, 3an Francisco

J. R. Inllman, Prtisburegh

J. Cusning, Chicego

¢ H. Il'iner, Chicaro

I'elen Jarren, Chicago

Roy Bane, Denver

C. 11, I athews, Prtizburzgh

R. E. Renebore, Pedwood City, Czlif
Czrolyn Catheart, Portland, Qre.

The following is a swmary of the facvs, conditions and circumstances re-
lating to the accident, at tze end of whieh 2ppears a statement of the nprobable
cause of same as found by the Board which analyzed the record.

This flicht, scheduled as Trip 4 of Jetober 6th cut of Oawxland, Calif., was
dispatched frow Szlt Leke City for Cheyenne at 12 C7 a.m. on October 7, 1935, watn
full tanks of fuel (273 gal.). The westher was practically clear and unlimited
and, ftnerefore, was definitely favorable for the flight., Normal redio contzcts
were made throushoui the £1li_bt, the last one beingr a conitact at 2 16 or 2 17 a.m.
by Co-pilet SBatiy with Cheyenne, giving tne airnlane's position as "Silver (rown,
which 15 approximately 3 mileg west of the peoint where the accident occurred.
Cheyenne called the plane =% 2 21 z.m. and received no reply, whick establishes
the time of the accident at ocetwsen 2 17 and 2 21 a.m.

Investigation disclosed that the e2irplane, while on the direct radio course
to the Cheyenne eirport and while flying 1n a normal, elightly descending path,
had f1irst collided with fne ground just a few feet below the top of a mmall knoll
tearing out botn engines =znd engine nacelles. I'rom here 1t bad rebtounded and con-
inved tnroveh the air for a distance of 1120 feet, where it came to rest.
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Marlks on the ground ai ths point al first contact, made by the propeliers.
fuselage snd enmines, 1ndicate that tle airplane struck in & normal flying at-
11tude  1ares rade by ihe proreliers and dawage sneurred by the propellers and
internal parts of the enfines \1dicale thal poth enfines sers running at norrnal
spesd. A knoll 3 feet higpter «nd 60 feat away, Jhich had to be erossed just
orior to reschirg the poirt of fiist coatset, was not touched by the airplane,
éstabllshlng tnat the plene was deccerding. Tris desoont could have been the‘re—
cuit of a siighl chazge 1n the balance of the ai1rplane not 1med-ately notreed Dy
the Dl1lot. rHowever consiuering all faclors, 1t sesms noTe likely that the pilot
was exceubins, a pouer glide to the airpnrs #1%h the plane in normal flight atbr-
tude for ithal wurvose.

5 careful study of ihs wreckags Tallesa to disclose any evidence of mechanl-
cal failure prior to the acciaent. Ividence that the airmlane was .D gond mech-
enical condltion was provided 1n z T.ulo report by the crw tc Cheyenne about
five minutes befsre the accident,tc ine =ffsct tlhat the 2irplane was functioning
satisfactorily and could oce used Tov the continuaticr of the trip east ol Chey-
enne, 1T desired. slso, enirTles nafe 1n tne airolane log Ly the co-pilot during
tals flirkv indicated defiaitely tcat the airplane, enfines, instruments and
radlo were functioning sat.sfauctorily.

That no landin? was being attewpted at t¥1s point 1s indicated by the feet
that the landing gear was founa to be in full retracted mosition, both engines
wore runniag at ncrnisl speed and neithor landing flare haa been used The plane
was in sueh a damaged conditilon as a rosult of the second contact with the ground
tnat the position of the switches or cortrols as found eould not be taken as def-
inite proof of their position prior Lo the accident

£11 1adicailions are that tae pilot was flying on i1nstruments at the time of |
the iccident. A log book entry made by the co-pilot credited the pilot with ome
hour of instrurent Tlying, ~hich nay or rm:'y 10t have been completed at the time
this entry was rade The rieostat controlliang the cocwpit lights was in full
bright nosition which 1s uswil when flyingz at night by instruments. The radic
wes tuned on the Cheyemnc station with tne volume turned low, as would be the
¢ese 1n an instrument aptroach, cnd tne airplane was dirsctly on the radio course.

Mether or not the pilot was Tlying entiTely orn instrunents, the quesiion
st111l arises as to wuy he was flyime so clese to the yround at the point of first
contact with the p=ound 1t 18 possible that the co-mi1lot an giving their posi-
tica a5 "S:lver Crovn” could hevTe done so having observed that the airplane was
approacting Silver Crown. The pilcot, hear:n: itis over the interphones, maight
have talen this literally svl started losiny albtitude fagter or sooner than he
should have from zctual leoestion. Anotber Dossibility 1e thet the pilot misread
his altireter and as a consenusnce was actually flying at a much lower altitude
than he believed  An addiiional 1,000 feet of <ltitude at the roint of the ac-
cident would have placcd the asirrlane in sultesle no.itien for a nor .1 bower
glide to the airmort for = landains

It 13 the opimion of the Aocidcnt Zozid that toe probanle cause of ftnis
accident was an error cn the part of the cilot in judging his altituas or hls
distance from the airvert, or both.

ACCTOTRT EQALD

Jesee T. Lankford,
Seceretary



