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STATEMENT OF PROBAELE CAUSE CONCERNING hﬁﬁCHAFT
ACCIDENT WHICH OCCURRED TO A PRIVATHLY OUNED AIR-
PLANE NEAR DaNVILLE, ILLINOIS, ON GLEPTEMEER 8, 1935

To the Secretary of Commerce.

On September 8, 1935 at about 7.00 a.me. asar Danville, Illincis, a privately
owned airplane, engaged 1n student instruction, crashed with resultant death to the
prlot and student and the complete destruction of the aircrafi.

The airplane, a Taylor Cub, model I-2, bore Department of Commerce license num-
ber NC~14779. Tne pilot, Harley Miethe, held a Department of Commerce transport
pilot's licenses The student, Fred 5. ohyder, held a Department of Commerce student
pilet's license.

The instructor first test flew the airplane and then tock the student up. Two
landings wers made and ia circling the field for the ihaird t.me, the airplane was
ssen to dive into the ground from an aliitude of less than 200 feet, nose first and
with the right wing slightly downs Statements of wltnesses indicate that the engine
started missing Just previous to thisq

Investigation disclosed that the dual contrecl stick used by the instructor had
failed, bending at a 45° angle and breaking the welds where 1t was fitted over an
insert tube near 1ts lower extremity. From the type of failure and the foregoing
description of the accident, 1t 25 apparent that, afier the engins started missing,
the wnstructor and student struggled against each other for control of the aircraft
with the result that one of the conirol sticks farled, It was further determined
through questioning other students that there was no definite undersianding between
the 1nstructor and student a® to a methed of signaling who was to have charge of the
controls, Upcn esamination 1t was found thet the control stick was poorly consiruc-
ted at the point of failure.

It 15 the opinion of the Bureal cf dir Commerce that the preobable cause of this
eccldent was a lack cof understanding between instructor and student which, in an
emergency, resultied in a struggle for the control of tne aircraft and the subsequent

failure ¢f the control stick.

Subsequent to this accident, reinforced dual control sticks were installed in
all airplanes of this model.

Hespectfully suomitted,

Hugens L, Vidal
Director of air Commerce
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