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Statement of preba™le cause concerning an aircraft aceident
which occurred to a nrivately oimea plane on Ausust 15,1835
AL "Talakmi, Alaska

To the Dairector of Air Commerce

C August 15, 135 at avout 6 00 p.n, at Jalakpi, Aleska, sbout 15 miles
south of Point Barrow, Alaska, an airplane, owned and piloted by Wiley Post
and carrying v/i1ll Rogers, fell out of ccatrol while taking off with resultant
death to both men and the comslete destruction of the aircraft

The airnlane, ot the time of nwurchese by 1 r Fost, was a Loeckheed Orion,
model “E, and bore a Departrient of Commerce license. Pricr to the flight,
however, the airplane was completely rebuilt and several major changes incor—
porated which changed 1t from the original model Tne engine, prcpeller,
winss and fuel tanks were changed entirely. This remodeling was inspected
and approved for workmanship by the Devariment of Cormerce and the remodsled
airnlane was 1ssued Departrient of Commerce restricted license number NR-12283,
which limited 1ts use to long distance and sncecial test I'lights. The pilot,
nley Posgt, held a Departiient of Cormerce transport pilot’s license

At Seattle, 'ashington, pontoons were substituted for the wheel landing
geer. No 1inspection of the zirplane was requested after this chaage. I'r.
Rogers Joiaed the flisht at this voint. At Fairbanks, Aiaska, the airplane
was partially refueled and flown to Lake Hacding, about 40 miles asway, to be
cortpletely refveled for toe Point Darrow fli ht

The teke-off for Point Rarrov as sccormnlished at sorie time between 1. 30
and 2 30 p.m. hen next heard of, 1lhe a2irplare had landed on a small legoon
gbout 15 miles souta of Point Larzow where "r. fost incuired the direetion of
Point Barrow.

Having obtained this inforratinn, he proceeded to taske off from the
lagoon and when an altiilude of apnroximately %0 feet had been reached, the
engine vas heard to stop and the £11-lane fell to the water out of contrcl
Both occumants were killed ainstantly

£ study of the effeect of the various changes made on the airplane i1ndi-
cated taat 11 wes decidedly nose-heavy and must have been extremely difficult,
1f not impossible, to proverly controel wilhout the ai1d of the engine. A state-
ment made Ly the pillot after the change to pontoons confirms this conclusion

The exact cavse of the engine failure cannot be determined. The termer-
ature at the time was about 400 and the failure could have been dus to the
engine having beco e cool vhile standing on the lagoon or to ice or water
condensate forming in the carburetor

It 1s the opinion of the Lccadent Board that the probable cause of thas
accldent was loss of control of the aircraft at & low altitude after sudden
engine Tailure, due to the extreme nose-heaviness of the zircrafs.
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