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3tatement of probable cause concerning arn aircereft accident which
occurred to vlane of Delta 4ir Iines, Iacorzorsted, on ust 14,
lﬁuu, in the vieinity of Gilmer, Upshur County, Texas

To the Director of Air Cormerce:

On Aupust 14, 1835 at‘ébeut’ll'éq D.m. 2t a point ¢ miles west and 3

miles =outh of the Towm of. Gllrer*_ﬂbﬁgur County, Texas, an aircraft of
United States registry, riloted by a licensed airman, ublle being flown in
scheduled interstate operation carrying passengers, mail and express,
erashed while trying to effect an emerdgency ldndlnv with resultant death

to both crew and passengers and the conplete destruction of the aircraft..

The airplane, a Stlnsor model £, had been regularly insrected by the
Department of Commerce on June 2v 16%5 and bore Depariment of Commercs 1li-
cense humber NC-145%%, It was owned by the Delta Air Corporation and was
being operated between Dallas, Texas, and Atlanta, Georgia, by that corpor-
ation. The pilot, Andrew Dixon, Jr., held the necescary Devartaent of Con-
merce fransport pilot's license and scheduled air transport rating. FEe had
satizfactorily passsd a physical exarzinaticn for the renewal of his license
on July 5, 193H. ‘The other uember of the crew, Herbert Bulkeley, held a
Devartment of Commerce limited commerciz]l license. The passenzers lkilled
were Paul A. Ivey, Bimminghow,; Alabama, and J. . Tkhompson, At;auta, Ceorgia.

The following is a sammery of the facts, conditicns and circunstances
reiating to the acoldent at the end of which apunears a ghatement of the
probable cause of the sare, as found by the Board which analyzed the record,
and a note of corrective measures taken.

This flight, schgduled as Trip 4, wes cleared frow Dallas for the Dal-
las-3ureveport portion of the Flight to Atlanta at arproximately 11:00 p.m.
Jeather throusghout the flisht wao,favorable with an unlimited ceiling and
visibvility in exeéss of 12 milos.

Tnvestization disclosed thet the left cuthoard enpine had been torn
from the tlane as the result of an unbalanced condition caused by the break-
ing of a propeller blade. The engine wes found at a spot about one mils SW
of the wreckage and a portion of the propeller blade was found about 200
vards %est of the engine. Trom the appearance of the wreckaze and facts
available, it is believed that the pilot, while attempting to complste an
emergency landing, lost control of the nlane dus $o the absence of the weight
of the left outboard engime and the resulting disturbed alrflow ove; the wing.
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