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Statement of Probable Cause Concerning a Collision Acciasnt Whieh Oc-
curred Detween Twc Airplanes at Norristown, Pa., on July 18, 1635

Tc the Director of Air Ccmmerce

Cn July 16, 1935, at approximatcly 7 00 p.m., at Patcc Fiseld, Norristown,
Pa., an airpiane engagoed in student instruction ond a privatzly owned airplane
colladed while attempting to talke off,with resultant serious injurics to one pilet
and student, the complete destructicn of one aircraft, and major camage to the
other,

One airplane, an Aeronca, model =3, was owned by the Philadelphia Aar
Irensport Company, and bore Department of Commerce license NO, HC=12493, The
p1let, J. Wesley Smith, held a Department of Commerce trensport pilet's license.
Gri.com Bettle, Jr., taking flying anstructicn from Mr. Smrth, held a Department
of Comrercc student pilot's license. Both men received serious injuries.

The second airplanc, a Waco, model YMI', was cvmed by the Sharples Special-
ty Company, and bore Department of Commerce license No. NC-140C0. The palot, P.T.
Sharples, held a Department of Cormerce private pilotis license. Mr Sharples was
net 1njurcd.

There was no wind at the time, and except for the danger of colliding with
other mireraft, landings or take-offs eould be made in any direction that the
limitation of the field would permit. Tt appears that this airport had no one in
authority to establish a traffiec direection under these conditions and that 1t was
the pilot's owm responsibility to assure himself that the zirport was clear when
teking off or coming in for a landing.

In this case, the Aercnca, engaged in student instruction, had just landed
and rcolled out of sight over the crest of a hill whaich 1s 1n the center of the air-
port. At this time, the “iaco was taxied to the end of ths sirport preparatory to
Taking off in the same direction in which the Aeronca had landed. In the meanbtime,
the Aeronca, at the other end of the airport, had turned around for a take-off in
the reverse direction from which 1% had landed. The two =zarplames took off from
oppesite ends of the airport, neither being able to sce the other due to the hill
betwecon them. They came togsether at the top of the hill, the Waco =%1ll on the
ground accelerating to flying specd, and ths Aeroneca about six or eight feet 1n the
alr,

It 1s the opimion of the Accident Board that the probable cause of thia ae-
cident wes carelessness and negligence on the part of the Aeronca pilot for takang
off 1n the reverse direction from which he had just landed and for takaing off with-
out definite lmowledge that the airport was clear, and carelessness and negligenco
on the part of the Weco pilot for taking off without definite kmowledge that the
elrport was clecar.
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