TOR IM'EDIATE USE . -
DEFARTLTERT OF CO'L.EPCE
BURLAU OF AIR COMYIRCL
TASIIINGTON

STATFIENT OF TROBAPLE CAUSI COMNCERNMING AN ATRCRATT ACCIDENT
[HICH OCCURRLT TC A P-IVATELY OUNCD PLAXNE
ON JUNE 20, 1930, FEAR PAMPA, TFXAS

To the Secretary of Commerce

Cn June 20, 1935 at about 6 00 p.ri. near Tampa, Texas, a privately owned
airplane crashed with resultant death to the pilot and omne passenger and the
complete destruction of the aircraft.

The plane, a lonocoude, model 113, was flying 1in violation of the Air Com-
nerce Regulzlions. Aboul a week previous to this flight, a Department of Com-
merce Inspector had grounded the nlanc as unairworthy. The pilot, Thomas I
Keenan, holder of a& Ik partment of Cormerce transpordt pilots license, was killed
1 the accadent The passenger was I'et L. Loving of Jellingion, Texas.

It was learned fromr investigation thal this was a demonstration flight and
M.. Loving sat at the controls on the pilolfs side of ile plane. The dual con-
trol stick was not 1nstalled in front of the seat 1n which the nvilot sat, there-
fore, the arwount of assistance the p1lot could render 1z case of an emergency 1s
guestionable.

The plane took off and llew 1o a point about two miles Trom tne arrvort.
It was then observed to suddenly nose down and stert to turn into the wind.
'Mile-half-way through this turn the nose of the olane suddenly went very high
end the plane was obgerved to slide backwards toward the ground. At about 100
feet from the ground the nose of the »lane wlhipvwed down 1nto a vertieczl dive
from which recovery was not nade.

Wrtnesses were too far from the plane to tell whether or nol the earine
stopped but all agree as to the mancuvers which the plane went through  There
15 nothing in the records of the Department of Comerce to indicate that Loving
had ever had any piloting experience. Wothbing was brought out 1n the investiga-
tion to 1ndicate that the unairworthy cenditicn of the plane was responsible for
the aecident although 1t could have played scme oart.

Tt 1s the opinion of the Accident Board thet the probable cause of this
accldent was carelcssness and negligence on the part of the pilet for allowing
a Dassenger to s1t at the controls of the airplane without attaching the dual
control stick which would have enabled him to have taken over coatrol of the
plane when difficulties were first experienced

Pesoerctfully submitted,

svgene I, Vidal,
Director of Air Cormerce.



