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To the Zecretary ~f Comrerce

Un Decerber 8, 1334 at about 5 20 aw.m. ngar Colusola, ..lssouri, an
alrplane, being cperatod 11 ccheduled {light carrying mail and express,
crasned with resuliani death tc the pi1lot, the complets destruction of
the aircralt and the loss of ceasiderable rall,

The pi1lol, Lemis L. RBerwen, held & Departoent of Ceomrmerce transport pi-
lot's license and had a scheduled air iransport rauving The airplane, owned
and operatcd by B.anlff Airweys, Incorporated, was a Lockheed Veza, model 5-C,
anl bore Departinent of Coumerce license :unber MC-106L Tnis was a mail and
cxpress schedule and passengers were net ,enncted to be carrie

Pilot Bowen denarted from Fencas Cily at ayproxiiretely 4 37 a n Yy eath-
er along the regular route vas not goerd Hrwever, the gi1lo. cléected to take
an allernatc route cver shich weather reportis indicated favorable woather
About five minutes before the accident, o spec_al veather broadcast announced
a chanze 1n weather cver lhe elliecrrate rovte anicn 1naleated 1cin, conaitions.

Obsorvers on the grrund heard tue plane pass ~»ver tlhe field hcaded east
and, Trrm the sound, the engine vas functiontng normaelly. The wreckago was
Zourd atbt a peint about four and one-nslf milses east of the airpeort and indi-
cated thal the pilet hed turned back, probuably lo effect a laanding. 1he plane
had Tlown into & roed embenkreni wita the engine Tull on and the force of 1m-
pact had practically aisinlegrated the plane No cne vilnessed the cccadent
and apparently no flares were roeleased

From available facls and tne .eth of 1li_ht, 1% appesrs that the pilot,
after unexpectedly encounterin; i1cing ccaditions, had decided to land at
Columbia He crosscd the airpert flying east and turned with the probable
intentien of landing toward ihe west oneu h ice had coallecied on the plane
to make 1% difficult 1f not impossihle te meintain altituae. (Crashing so far
fron the airport and with full engine su,cests that the pilet had experienced
this difficuliy and #as utilizing full ongine vewer 1n an effort to keep the
plene from diving into the zreund ncse firss. It 15 also probable that both
tirdshield and instruments were iced up, making 1t prectically imgossible for
the pilot to Judge his preximity to the gr-und. There was nothing to indi-
cate eirther mechanical or structural failure

It 18 the opinion of the Accident Bo.rd tnat the prebable cause of this
accident uvas unexpected 1cing conditions vhich made proper handling of the
alrcralt 1mpossible.

Respectfully submitled,

Eugene L. Vidal,
Director of alr Cormerce,



