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STATRITNT OF PROBABLE CAUSE
COTCTUNILG AN AINCLART ACCTIDEUT
WHICH OCCURRFL TO A PRIVAGTLY OVWED GLIDER
OF DECVIBWR 7, 1934 AR MIAYT, FLORTDA

5 the Secretary of Commerce

In December 1, 1934 AL about 11 30 A.m., near Miami,Florada, & slider, being
owed by o Airplane, was nvolved 1n an ~ecident resulbing in the deabh of the

11der pirlob.

The plider, owned by tne milol, wms a Franklin, model P 3-2, and bore Dopcrt
eal of Commerce glader licersae number G-]12185. The cockpat cowlirg of this glides
sd hecen replaced by onc mode up to the pilot’s spocinl order and dyffered matersel
y from the original factory cowling. The prlot, Unrmien B EBaton, held Departrient
f Commerce traasport snd glider nilab’s 1icenses,

Mr. Ioton was piloting ones of two mliders bewng towed behind an airplane. Ir
entions trere bo ocut loose at the proper point and so mancuver the gliders that o
iicture cculd be mnde of the lue gliders in.sooring flight wvalh tho cily ol iaum
g n background., Durinp & previous [1icht Jiv Faion mad experienced difficulty
nth the cockpil cowling of his glider and on this flight 1t was obscrved that he
ms opain havng difficulty "nth 1. Yhale mowanp, o turn his glider gob inte the
iipstream of bthe tow planc, ma’mnpg 1L dafficult, 2f not impessible, to bolh hold
Jhe sowling nnd pilot the glider. He cub loose from the Gtow plane with the idea
f landing and immediatlely alter cutting loose his plider went info a fairly stecp
eft, Burn. Ab Lhis point the couling vas aobserved to fall off complotely. The
sbont five sceords after the loss of the

;lider contiaued over on 1bs bncek and
The glider desconded wm a

rowling the pilot was seen So fall from tho glrder.
»eriea of pentle pgyralicns and landed wnth nractically no demege.

An 1nepection of the couling and the cowling fastenings indrcates that in his
first efforts to fnslen Lhe cowling, the pilot had hooled 1t through a punch hole
ibout four inches to Lhe righl of 1he proper hole, which left the cowling at an
wmgle, mproperly aand insecurely fastened. The pilol's safety belt, which had becow
Jroperly fastened before the Lake-off, wis found to be unfastened anc the ends
tucked carefully to cither s.le of bhe scat, irdicating that he had unfastencd it
in order to reach far caough ahead bo vrork with the cowling. A severe head injury
1ad marks on his gogples apveor to have been 1nflicted ny the cowling as 1l left
the glider. The parachube, upom examnation, pave ao andicolion that thero had
oeen any attempt to use 1t and on piound test after bhe acecident, broke from 1%s

ceso perfeetly vhon the rap-cord was pulled.

It 18 the apirinn of the Accident Board thal the probable cause of this acci
dent was the farlure of the cock-p1t covling, which, in tearing loose, struck the
Pilet 1n the head, thus rendering him uncenscious,

Respectlully submivted,

Fugene L. Vadal
Director of Air Commerce



