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To the Secretary of Commerce:

On 1ay 1S, 135 2t abovt 6-55 »n.m. at the Tunicival siroort, Flint,
Iichican, a com.erelally ommed aireralt, carryins passensers for hire,
was fozrced To the sround with resultant death to the jilot and two pas-
sensers, seriouws 1njurles Lo 81X passenfers, j1aor injuries to three
Passengers znd the cormlete desirvetion of the ailrcrarlt.

The plane, 2 1ord, zodel 4-AT-1, was om.d by the Imowles Flyin,
Service of Detroit and bors Deomariment of Co merce license nurber
TC-7364, Tre milot, Theodore E. I'mowles, holder of o Degrartrnent of Cow-
inlerce Transpert nilnt's license, was killed irn the ascceident. The nassen-—
gers killed were- 1=, I'ary fushlowr of Flint, I"ichican, 2ad her son,
Conrad Rushlor, aged 7. The severely injured wer Clement D. Rushlow,
I'arilyn Pushlowr, Ne 1tt Tliood, T1s. 1'abelle i, HarwicCl:, 1 1naie Ann
Uriese and Alfred usaderson. Those reQclving [11N0T 1njuries were
T1ldred A:rderson, Jogepl Fetzer and Jelin Skolni':.

Ilnowles had been flying possengers on sauort trips around the 2ir-
port practically =l} day. Iis atlention wes called to the Tact that he
had wot replenished his fuel supnly since the previous day aand on in-
specting his gas gauges stated that he still had svifficient Tuel for two
aore flights bt tould take oa fuel affer coe rwore flight. He then
taxied across the faeld to taXke off.

On the talie-off tle richt outboard engine was msfiring and just
after clearin; the north boundary of the ~irport and at an altitvde ol
approxitately 75 feet, this engine storped envirely. The pilet 1amedl-
ately made a Y0% turn to the right and flow parallel sith the airport
until reaching the 7L corner. IZvidence i1ndiacates that the center engine
stopned at this time, leaving only the left cutooard engine functioning.
The altitude of the plane was then between 100 and 150 feet. The pilet
at this moint atierpted & right dowmiind turn 1n an effort to elfect &
landins on the airvert but due to loss of {lying steed and the pull of
the left outboard engine, the olane stalled, started a spin to the right
and struck the ground with the richt -iing and then boundsd over on 1ts
nose and left wing, finally coing to resc with the nose i1n the ground
and the taxrl up 1n the eair,

The cabin of the wlane vwas only slichtly danaged. 4Ln exanination
of the safety belts indicated that only a few of them were used and 1%
wng further learmed that the passengers were neilther insiructed ain their
usge nor cautioned to use then and those passenzers rwost seriocusly injured
did nct have their sefely belts fasteaed.



s 1nsvection disclosed that there were 22 gallons of fuel
remaining, 1l 1n =sach of the two lanks. Ixperience has nroven
that this 15 anificient fuel levcl o lzeen tiae three engines run-
ning while flying in level pesiticun Pad 15 ot sufficilent hesd
when the plane 1s 1n a clinb,

There was amwle room for a reasoaably safe forced landing
ahead and slightly to the right of the pilot from the position of
tithere he first exDerienced ensine trouble. A landing in one of
these fields would have becn Tar less hazardous than the milot's
attempt to veturn to the airnort under existing cconditions.

It 18 the opinion of thoe accident Board that the probable
cause of this sccident was carelessness and negligence on the part
of the pilet for not replenishing his fuel sunoly Lefore rt gotb
dangerously lou and wvoor Juldzment ou his part for attempliing to
return to the airport wlen thers was open ferrain ahead of him.

Pespecifully submitted,

Tugene L. Vudal,
Director of air Comercs.



