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SI* (MODERN METRIC) CONVERSION FACTORS 

APPROXIMATE CONVERSIONS TO SI UNITS 

SYMBOL WHEN YOU KNOW MULTIPLY BY TO FIND SYMBOL 

LENGTH 

in inches 25.4 millimeters mm 

ft feet 0.305 meters m 

yd yards 0.914 meters m 

mi miles 1.61 kilometers km 

 
 

SYMBOL WHEN YOU KNOW MULTIPLY BY TO FIND SYMBOL 

AREA 

in2 square inches 645.2 square 
millimeters 

mm2 

ft2 square feet 0.093 square meters m2 

yd2 square yard 0.836 square meters m2 

ac acres 0.405 hectares ha 

mi2 square miles 2.59 square 
kilometers 

km2 

 
 

SYMBOL WHEN YOU KNOW MULTIPLY BY TO FIND SYMBOL 

VOLUME 

fl oz fluid ounces 29.57 milliliters mL 

gal gallons 3.785 liters L 

ft3 cubic feet 0.028 cubic meters m3 

yd3 cubic yards 0.765 cubic meters m3 

NOTE: volumes greater than 1000 L shall be shown in m3 

 
 

SYMBOL WHEN YOU KNOW MULTIPLY BY TO FIND SYMBOL 

MASS 

oz ounces 28.35 grams g 

lb pounds 0.454 kilograms kg 

T short tons (2000 lb) 0.907 megagrams (or 
"metric ton") 

Mg (or "t") 

 
 



 

 

 

SYMBOL WHEN YOU KNOW MULTIPLY BY TO FIND SYMBOL 

TEMPERATURE (exact degrees) 
oF Fahrenheit 5 (F-32)/9 

or (F-32)/1.8 
Celsius oC 

 
 

SYMBOL WHEN YOU KNOW MULTIPLY BY TO FIND SYMBOL 

ILLUMINATION 

fc foot-candles 10.76 lux lx 

fL foot-Lamberts 3.426 candela/m2 cd/m2 

 
 

SYMBOL WHEN YOU KNOW MULTIPLY BY TO FIND SYMBOL 

FORCE and PRESSURE or STRESS 

lbf poundforce 4.45 newtons N 

lbf/in2 poundforce per 
square inch 

6.89 kilopascals kPa 

kip kilopound 4.45 kilonewtons kN 

 
 

APPROXIMATE CONVERSIONS TO SI UNITS 

SYMBOL WHEN YOU KNOW MULTIPLY BY TO FIND SYMBOL 

LENGTH 

mm millimeters 0.039 inches in 

m meters 3.28 feet ft 

m meters 1.09 yards yd 

km kilometers 0.621 miles mi 

 
 

SYMBOL WHEN YOU KNOW MULTIPLY BY TO FIND SYMBOL 

AREA 

mm2 square millimeters 0.0016 square inches in2 

m2 square meters 10.764 square feet ft2 

m2 square meters 1.195 square yards yd2 

ha hectares 2.47 acres ac 

km2 square kilometers 0.386 square miles mi2 

 
 



 

 

 

SYMBOL WHEN YOU KNOW MULTIPLY BY TO FIND SYMBOL 

VOLUME 

mL milliliters 0.034 fluid ounces fl oz 

L liters 0.264 gallons gal 

m3 cubic meters 35.314 cubic feet ft3 

m3 cubic meters 1.307 cubic yards yd3 

 
 

SYMBOL WHEN YOU KNOW MULTIPLY BY TO FIND SYMBOL 

MASS 

g grams 0.035 ounces oz 

kg kilograms 2.202 pounds lb 

Mg (or "t") megagrams (or 
"metric ton") 

1.103 short tons (2000 
lb) 

T 

 
 

SYMBOL WHEN YOU KNOW MULTIPLY BY TO FIND SYMBOL 

TEMPERATURE (exact degrees) 
oC Celsius 1.8C+32 Fahrenheit oF 

 
 

SYMBOL WHEN YOU KNOW MULTIPLY BY TO FIND SYMBOL 

ILLUMINATION 

lx  lux 0.0929 foot-candles fc 

cd/m2 candela/m2 0.2919 foot-Lamberts fl 

 
 

SYMBOL WHEN YOU KNOW MULTIPLY BY TO FIND SYMBOL 

FORCE and PRESSURE or STRESS 

N newtons 0.225 poundforce lbf 

kPa kilopascals 0.145 poundforce per 
square inch 

lbf/in2 

kN kilonewtons 0.225 kilopound kip 

*SI is the symbol for the International System of Units. Appropriate rounding should be made to 
comply with Section 4 of ASTM E380. 
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Executive Summary 
 

Construction of drilled shafts in the state of Florida generally requires the excavation to be 
stabilized either mechanically through the use of permanent or temporary casing  or 
hydrostatically from mineral slurry pressure. Depending on the slurry type (mineral, polymer, or 
natural), a lower to higher differential fluid level is required.  When compared to casing, slurry 
tends to use less expensive equipment (making it more attractive) but is more prone to 
complications associated with maintaining the borehole stability.  
 
Until recently, Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) required mineral slurry to achieve a 
Marsh funnel viscosity between 28 and 40 sec/qt. Concerns with the lower imit were addressed in 
a recent study (BDK-84-977-08) that resulted in its increase to 30 sec/qt. After which, the upper 
limit was conspicuously absent of a similar rationale for its selection. Nationwide, the upper limit 
ranges widely from 40 to 90 sec/qt again with no apparent supporting evidence. Providing a 
rationale for the upper limit determination formed the basis of the study. 
 
Two types of tests were undertaken to assess the effect of the upper viscosity limit on shaft 
performance. These tests, included: rebar pullout tests and side shear tests where the presence of 
slurry may impede the structural and geotechnical capacities, respectively. The results of these 
tests concluded that the presence of any bentonite slurry at the time of concreting reduces the 
rebar bond. Reductions ranged from 25 to 70% for slurry viscosity of 30 to 90 sec/qt, 
respectively. Similar tests with polymer slurry showed smaller reductions.  
 
The effect on side shear was evaluated at both model and full scales. Model tests conducted over 
a wide range of viscosity showed only modest reductions in side shear for shafts cast with 50 
sec/qt slurry when compared to shafts cast in 40 sec/qt slurry. However, shafts cast with 90 sec/qt 
slurry showed a marked increase in side shear.  
 
Full-scale tests were conducted with both mineral and polymer slurry where four different slurries 
were used (average viscosities were: 40 sec/qt and 74 sec/qt bentonite as well as 50 sec/qt and 
131 sec/qt polymer). Those tests showed use of higher viscosity bentonite or polymer slurry had 
no adverse effects on side shear (again compared to 40 sec/qt). In fact, increases in the unit side 
shear resistance of 19%, 12%, and 13% were recorded for 74 sec/qt bentonite,  50 sec/qt and 131 
sec/qt polymer, respectively. 
 
Finally, physical inspection of shafts with congested cages (6 in. clear space) cast in bentonite 
slurry indicated that there may exist potential durability issues as pathways/creases of trapped 
bentonite formed at all rebar locations that extended from the rebar out to the soil/concrete 
interface. This was most pronounced for slurry with viscosity greater than 40 sec/qt. 
 
Although preliminary, and from the durabililty standpoint, the study findings support a bentonite 
slurry  upper viscosity limit of 40 sec/qt and not 50 sec/qt as recommended by the Federal 
Highway Administration. 
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The selection of slurry products or additives is somewhat controversial as various states permit 
or restrict the use of some products.  In all cases, the slurry pressure within the excavation must 
be higher than that of the existing ground water. This net pressure differential creates a tendency 
to flow from the excavation into the soil and not vice versa as noted above. Most commonly, a 
powdered clay mineral called bentonite is mixed with water to form a slurry with a density 
slightly higher than water, but with the added advantage of greatly slowing or completely sealing 
off flow into the surrounding soil while maintaining the pressure differential; this exerts a force 
against the soil that maintains stability.  Polymer slurry products tend to only slow the inflow 
rate but do not completely seal off the excavation walls. 
 
Although the term slurry can apply to the mixture of in-situ soil and water that forms without the 
use of additives, this report will restrict the definition of slurry to those fluids that are 
intentionally mixed from mineral or polymer additives. 
 
With any slurry product, the ratio of product to water volume can be adjusted to meet the needs 
of the soil conditions encountered.  For mineral slurries this ratio can range from 0.5 to 1.0 lb/gal 
while polymer products may only require 1/100th of that required by mineral slurries.  In all 
cases, a thick / viscous fluid results with properties selected on the basis of soil type and 
permeability (i.e. more viscous for more porous materials).  Further, as various products may be 
more or less effective in achieving a desired level of performance, the amount of material is not 
as crucial as the resulting properties, specifically viscosity and density. 
 
State and federal specifications have been established to control the slurry properties with the 
aim of circumventing the potential for problematic shafts.  However, despite these efforts 
(specifications), problems persist.  Figure 1.2 shows an example of a shaft that exhibited 
concrete flow problems, either from fresh concrete or slurry properties. 
 
To date, specifications throughout the Unites States vary from state to state whereby both 
minimum and maximum values of viscosity are dictated.  Many of these values were established 
on the basis of experience and not science.  A recent study (Mullins, et al, 2010) provided a 
rational explanation for the determination of lower viscosity limits for such specifications.  
Therein, the viscosity was identified below which flow increased disproportionate to viscosity.  
The same study noted that no parallel study had been published to establish an upper limit and 
forms the basis of this study.  To establish an upper limit two concerns arise: (1) at what point 
does the slurry become too thick or heavy to easily displace during concreting and (2) at what 
point does the slurry viscosity adversely affect the concrete bond with rebar or the surrounding 
soil. 
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Chapter 2:  Background 
 
The following chapter provides a brief history of drilled shafts, and the role slurry plays in the 
construction of drilled shafts. 
 
2.1 Drilled Shafts 
 
When a traditional spread or shallow footing is unable to carry the required loads a deep 
foundation is required.  Of the many types of deep foundations, two of the most popular are 
driven piles and drilled shafts.  Driven piles are steel, timber or pre-cast concrete elements that 
are driven to the appropriate depth wherein the pile lengths are determined based on capacity 
requirements, shipping limitations or physical constraints of the installation method.  Drilled 
shafts, on the other hand, are cast-in-place concrete elements where the practical upper limit of 
length is 30 to 40 diameters of the shaft (e.g. 4-foot diameter can be 120 to 160-feet deep).  The 
Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) defines a drilled shaft as a "cast-in-place deep 
foundation element constructed in a drilled hole that  is stabilized to allo w controlled placement 
of reinforcement and concrete" (FHWA 2010).   
 
Drilled shafts have evolved from caissons which were first used during the late 1800's.  Caissons 
were originally precast foundations that were sunk in place to a depth that provided suitable 
bearing or cast-in-place in a hand dug braced excavations that were progressively advanced in 
lengths equivalent to available board lengths used to provide lateral wall stability.  The 
excavation concept for drilled shafts has not been altered much since the 1940's but 
improvements in technology have allowed the process to become more efficient and a viable 
option for any type of construction. 
 
Of the aforementioned deep foundations, the drilled shaft can be more cost effective than driven 
piles in some circumstances. This is due in part to the load carrying capacity of a drilled shaft 
versus that of a driven pile where large axial and lateral loads can be withstood and the moment 
capacities are significantly greater.  This often allows for fewer elements when using drilled 
shafts and in turn, allows for an overall smaller cap.  For example, in cases exposed to large 
vessel collision forces, hundreds of piles can be replaced with several drilled shafts.  
 
Drilled shaft construction is also the preferred method when dealing with varying geological 
strata.  Driven piles are restricted to handling and shipping lengths as well as driving criteria set 
to ensure the piles are not damaged during driving.  This is particularly problematic when 
encountering denser layers near the surface that require drilling prior to driving.  This is not an 
issue with drilled shafts since the elements are cast-in-place, and the boreholes are drilled to the 
proper depth (reported to over 300 feet) to reach the required capacity.   
 
Drilled shaft construction has other benefits over driven piles wherein minimal vibrations and 
noise are produced during drilling and concrete placement.  This makes drilled shafts more 
conducive for environments (urban areas) where vibrations are a major concern or when near 
sensitive structures. 
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mineral slurry suspends the solids by way of mineral gel strength, polymer slurry does not 
develop gel strength and allows the cuttings to fall-out through the material requiring only 
cleanout from the bottom of the excavation.  Therefore, de-sanding is not necessary, but a sit 
time may be imposed. 
 
Upon reaching the proper tip elevation, the excavation is cleaned with the clean out bucket and 
inspected for proper depth and dimensions.  Once approved, the reinforcement is lowered into 
the excavation.  Prior to concrete placement, the properties of the slurry are verified, and once 
approved, the concrete is placed. 
 
Concrete is placed via a tremie pipe or pump line in order to prevent segregation of the concrete; 
concrete is essentially pumped to the bottom of the excavation through a 6 - 12-inch pipe and the 
slurry is displaced as the concrete level rises.  It was originally thought that as the concrete was 
placed there was a shearing / scouring effect on the walls of the excavation in turn scrubbing 
away any filter cake that may have formed (when mineral slurry is used).  However, as concrete 
is placed, it has been shown to fill up the center of the reinforcement cage, and flow outwardly 
pushing through the reinforcement and then resting against the walls of the excavation (Mullins 
et al, 2005).  This effect was shown to increase with tighter cage spacing and when the tremie 
pipe was not centered in the opening.   
 
When placing concrete, the tremie must be embedded into the rising concrete level to a depth 
sufficient to ensure that there is no unwanted segregation.  However, until that depth of concrete 
is achieved within the excavation, some segregation must be expected.  The tremie pipe must not 
be removed at a rate that encroaches on this requirement.  As the concrete level rises toward the 
top of shaft elevation, the slurry is expelled; and concrete overflows from the excavation to 
ensure all slurry is properly removal. 
 
2.3 Mineral Slurry 
 
Mineral slurry is the most widely used material when employing wet construction methods.  
Sodium montmorillonite (bentonite) is a natural occurring mineral with a massive absorption 
capacity which is beneficial in a drilling fluid.  The majority of bentonite production in the 
United States is in the Black Hills area of South Dakota, Montana, and Wyoming (Grim, 1978).  
This particular bentonite contains higher amounts of the crystallite smectite.  The amount of 
smectite within the bentonite is directly related to performance in that it enhances the absorption 
capacity of bentonite and results in higher viscosity.   
 
When bentonite is mixed with water, typically keeping a maximum of five percent solids, it 
creates slurry with properties conducive for drilling.  Bentonite changes water from a Newtonian 
fluid to a non-Newtonian fluid with properties of a Bingham plastic.  A Newtonian fluid will 
maintain the same viscosity regardless of the rate of shear (viscosity can vary with temperature), 
whereas a non-Newtonian fluids viscosity will vary as the shear rate is varied.  A Bingham 
plastic is a fluid that can have plastic properties and would require a stress to begin flow.  The 
stress required to begin the flow of the material is called the yield point of the fluid (Baker 
Hughes, 2006).  It is these characteristics that allows for the fluid to have gel strength.  Gel 
strength is the ability of the fluid to regain its viscosity after shear thinning, and gel strength 
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allows the slurry to carry the cuttings in suspension.  According to the American Petroleum 
Institute (API), there are two gel strengths measured at 10 seconds and 10 minutes after the 
material has been agitated (API, 2009).  The test requires a viscometer, and it is recommended 
that the sample be mixed at 600 rpm, sit for the allotted time, then measure the maximum shear 
stress while rotating at 3 rpm.   
 
When the mineral slurry is introduced into the excavation, it begins to form a filter cake, which 
is a thin layer, along the walls as it deposits clay particles while flowing into the surrounding 
soils.  This thin layer, along with the higher hydrostatic pressure of the slurry, prevents ground 
water intrusion which in turn helps to prevent the sloughing the side wall material.  As the 
geology changes, the properties of the slurry must be monitored to ensure there are no adverse 
changes disabling the filter cake formation.  For more porous soils, additional bentonite is 
typically introduced into the suspension (CETCO, 2013).   
 
2.4 Polymer Slurry 
 
Polymer slurries are formed when polyacrylamide materials are mixed with water (other polymer 
types exist but are less common).  The mixture forms long polymer chains that are vital for 
proper performance.  When mixing polymer slurries, dry powder is introduced at controlled rates 
into quickly moving water to prevent clumping. Initial mixing is usually performed with a 
centrifugal pump to provide a constant stream. However, centrifugal pumps tend to shear the 
long polymer chains, which then require time for the chains to reform. Therefore, recirculation 
with a diaphragm pump is preferred over more traditional centrifugal pumps.   
 
The performance of polymer slurry is based solely on the viscosity of the material.  Where 
mineral slurries form a filter cake barrier, polymer slurry flows into the walls of the excavation 
in order to maintain stability and prevents ground water intrusion.  As noted earlier, there is no 
gel strength with polymer slurries so cuttings cannot be carried in suspension.  Therefore, all 
material can be removed more immediately without concern of trapping sand in the shaft 
concrete.  This is also beneficial when reusing the slurry since it reduces the need for de-sanding 
the slurry. 
 
2.5 Quality Control 
 
When using slurry, mineral or polymer, quality control is needed to ensure that the material will 
function properly.  It is common practice to verify the properties of the slurry prior to 
introduction into the excavation for viscosity, density, and pH in the field.  The same tests are to 
be performed prior to the placement of concrete as well, but the sand content becomes more 
important at that time.  These test methods are based on the American Petroleum Institute (API) 
test methods provided in API 13B-1. 
 
2.6 Viscosity (API 13B-1.6, FM 8-RP13B-2) 
 
The viscosity of a fluid is its ability to resist flow under shear stress.  Viscosity that is verified 
with a viscometer is the ratio of shear stress to strain rate.  When determining the viscosity in the 
field, a Marsh funnel is used (Figure 2.3).  This determines the time required for one quart of 
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Figure 2.8 Breakdown of available state recommended viscosities. 
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2.12 Development Length   
 
The development length of a deformed bar can be determined with the equation provided by the 
American Concrete Institute ACI 318-10 (Equation 2.1) stemming from ACI Committee 408 
tasked with determining the bond strength between concrete and steel reinforcement.  According 
to this committee, the bond strength is based on the friction between the concrete and the 
reinforcement which is affected by the strength of the reinforcement, surface deformation 
characteristics, system geometry and concrete strength.  Any factor or material that interferes 
with this interface could adversely affect this interface, and in turn reduce the bond strength.   
 

ௗܮ ൌ ൥
ଷ

ସ଴

௙೤

ඥ௙ᇱ೎

ሺట೟ట೐టೞఒሻ

൬
೎್శ಼೟ೝ
೏್

൰
൩ ݀௕    Equation 2.1 

According to ACI 408, there are several formulas to determine the bond strength.  The equations 
use different coefficients, but the variables are similar.  This include: the concrete strength, the 
concrete cover, clear spacing, and surface area of the reinforcement (Equations 2.2 – 2.5), but not 
steel strength when considering bond.   
 

ݑ                                        ൌ 0.083045ට݂′ç ቂ1.2 ൅ 3 ௖

ௗ್
൅ 50 ௗ್

௅೏
ቃ                               Equation 2.2 

(Orangun et al, 1977) 
 

ݑ                   ൌ 0.083045ට݂′ç ቂቀ1.06 ൅ 2.12 ௖

ௗ್
ቁ ቀ0.92 ൅ 0.08 ஼೘ೌೣ

஼೘೔೙
ቁ ൅ 75 ௗ್

௅೏
ቃ       Equation 2.3 

(Darwin et al, 1992) 
 

ݑ                                                      ൌ 0.265ට݂′ç ቂ
௖

ௗ್
൅ 0.5ቃ                                        Equation 2.4 

(Australian Standard, 1994) 
 

ݑ                                     ൌ 0.083045ට݂′ç ቂ22.8 െ 0.208 ௖

ௗ್
െ 38.212 ௗ್

௅೏
ቃ                Equation 2.5 

(Hadi, 2008) 
Where, 
  ݀௕ ൌ  ݎ݁ݐ݁݉ܽ݅ܦ	ݎܽܤ
ௗܮ  ൌ  ݄ݐ݈݃݊݁	ݐ݊݁݉݌݋݈݁ݒ݁ܦ
            ܿ ൌ  ݎ݁ݒ݋ܿ	ݎ݈ܽ݁ܿ	݉ݑ݉݅݊݅ܯ
            ݂′௖ ൌ  ݁ݐ݁ݎܿ݊݋ܿ	݂݋	݄ݐ݃݊݁ݎݐݏ	݁ݒ݅ݏݏ݁ݎ݌݉݋ܥ
           ܿ௠௔௫	 ൌ ,ݎ݁ݒ݋ܿ	݁݀݅ݏ	݂݋	݉ݑ݉݅ݔܽܯ ,ݎ݁ݒ݋ܿ	݉݋ݐݐ݋ܾ  2/݃݊݅ܿܽ݌ݏ	ݎ݈ܽ݁ܿ
           ܿ௠௜௡ ൌ ,ݎ݁ݒ݋ܿ	݁݀݅ݏ	݂݋	݉ݑ݉݅݊݅ܯ ,ݎ݁ݒ݋ܿ	݉݋ݐݐ݋ܾ  2/݃݊݅ܿܽ݌ݏ	ݎ݈ܽ݁ܿ
 
These equations were used to determine the bond strength for this project to both design the 
pullout equipment and to evaluate the actual measured values (Chapter 3 and 4, respectively).  
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Chapter 3: Test Preparations and Procedures 
 
This chapter discusses the preparation for all testing performed in this study which included: (1) 
slurry preparation and rebar pullout tests, (2) casting and pullout testing of model shafts in 
frustum confining vessel, and (3) full scale pullout testing of shafts constructed with various 
slurries. 
 
3.1 Slurry and Rebar Pullout Testing 
  
3.1.1 Bentonite Testing 
 
In order to determine the amounts of bentonite required to obtain the varying viscosities, small 
scale (1 gallon) batches of slurry were mixed.  Prior to batching slurry, the mixing water was 
mixed with soda ash to bring the pH within the required range and meet state specifications and 
manufacturer recommendations (for FDOT this is between 8 and 11, FDOT, 2013).  For all 
slurry mixed during the following experiments the pH was increased to approximately 9.5.  In 
order to encompass all viscosities currently recommended from state specifications the tests were 
performed as well as extending the testing to 90 sec/quart.  The bentonite introduced was 
increased in increments of 0.1 pounds/gallon until the desired viscosity was obtained (Table 3.1).  
For the tests performed CETCO's PureGold Gel© was used.  This particular brand was chosen 
based on previous research that indicated more product would be needed to produce comparable 
viscosities when compared to other brands (Yeasting, 2011).  This in turn should provide a worst 
case scenario as far as percent solids in suspension of the slurry.   As Figure 3.1 illustrates, these 
tests were required due to the non-linear characteristics.  Along with the viscosities, the density, 
pH and temperature were recorded.  For the laboratory testing a 100 mL volumetric flask and a 
digital scale were used to determine the density.  This method provided more accurate results and 
the volume could be more precisely determined.  All small scale samples were mixed with a drill 
press and a paddle blade for a duration of 20 minutes to ensure a homogeneous mixture. Figure 
3.2 shows the results for polymer tests for completeness that resulted from both lab and field 
tests. 

 
Table 3.1 Results for small scale testing to determine bentonite quantities 

Bentonite 
(lb/gal) 

pH 
Mass/ 

100mL (g) 
Density 
(g/mL) 

Density 
(lb/ft3) 

Temp 
(C°) 

Average 
Viscosity 

(sec) 

0.1 8.34 1001.1 1.0011 62.50 25.0 30.70 
0.2 8.34 1018.1 1.0181 63.56 22.1 29.79 
0.3 9.13 1013.9 1.0139 63.30 25.0 29.27 
0.4 9.10 1016.3 1.0163 63.45 25.0 29.93 
0.5 9.11 1020.0 1.0200 63.68 25.0 30.57 
0.6 9.16 --   25.0 33.04 
0.7 9.09 1036.6 1.0366 64.71 25.0 35.33 
0.8 9.04 1045.0 1.0450 65.24 25.0 39.23 
0.9 9.05 1050.8 1.0508 65.60 25.0 46.07 
1.0 9.16 1059.9 1.0599 66.17 25.0 59.87 
1.1 9.12 1061.5 1.0615 66.27 25.0 98.16 
1.2 9.09 1073.1 1.0731 66.99 25.0 359.30 
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 Figure 3.1 Plot of test results illustrating the non-linear relationship. 

 
 

 
Figure 3.2 Viscosity observed from varied polymer mix ratios. 
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3.3 Field Pullout Testing 
 
Full-scale pullout testing was performed on four different sets of shafts where both mineral and 
polymer slurry were tested at varied viscosities; in all, twelve shafts were constructed and tested. 
The test program was performed in two phases.  

Phase I provided a baseline for the FDOT upper viscosity limit of mineral slurry, which at that 
time was 40 sec/qt (this value was increased to 50 sec/qt during of the project, unrelated to the 
findings of this study). Phase I also included testing a polymer slurry with a viscosity of 60 
sec/qt.  Although not in the original scope, the FDOT project manager requested similar tests to 
be performed during the rebar pullout tests discussed earlier. 

Phase II tests were performed at the end of the lab study to demonstrate the effects of higher 
viscosity mineral slurry on side shear resistance. This phase used 74 sec/qt mineral slurry and 
131 sec/qt polymer slurry. So in total (Phase I and II), twelve shafts were constructed using four 
different slurries where each slurry condition was replicated for three shafts.  

The overall field testing program involved: (1) CPT testing of the test site to confirm consistency 
or show where variations existed; (2) design and fabrication of a pullout frame capable of fully 
extracting the full scale shafts; (3) construction of the test shafts; (4) pullout testing and 
extraction; and (5) detailed measuring of the constructed shaft dimensions. 

3.3.1 CPT Testing 
 
The location of the test site was confirmed to be in the south yard of a local Association of 
Drilled Shaft Contractors (ADSC) member, R.W. Harris, Inc., in Clearwater, Florida (Figure 
3.39). This firm has been supportive with several drilled shaft research projects with the 
University of South Florida, where many aspects of quality assurance and construction methods 
have been assessed. These projects dealt with post grouting shaft tips, thermal integrity profiling, 
viability of voided shafts, rapid hydration of mineral slurries, remote monitoring of foundations, 
and effects of polymer slurry (Mullins et al., 2012, 2010, 2009a, 2009b, and 2007). 

In cooperation with R.W. Harris personnel, an area of the storage yard was selected which 
provided access to six separate shaft locations per phase that would logistically enable access for 
both drilling and concreting. Shafts were cast and tested in two phases: Phase I (2012) consisted 
of six shafts, three 40 sec/qt bentonite and three 50 sec/qt polymer; and Phase II (2013) consisted 
of six shafts, three 74 sec/qt bentonite and three 131 sec/qt polymer. In each phase, two rows of 
shaft locations separated by 30 ft were laid out; the individual shaft spacing is 20 ft CTC in each 
row.  The shaft layout locations are shown in Figure 3.40. 

 



 

Figure 3.
2012). 
 
Cone pen
miniature
These ty
and can i

 

123rd 

.39 Test site 

netration tes
e CPT devic
pes of varia
in turn lead t

Avenue Nor

location in C

sts (CPT) w
ce (Figure 3.
ations, althou
to confusing

rth 

Clearwater, 

were conduct
41) to docum
ugh usually 

g results if no

47 

Florida at 12

ted at each 
ment variati
minimal at 

ot quantified

23rd Ave N a

of the prop
ons in the so
close spaci

d. 

Test Site 

and 44th St N

posed shaft l
oil strength 
ing, can affe

44
th

S
tr

ee
t

 

N (Google E

locations us
and/or soil t
ect shaft cap

44
 S

tr
ee

t 
arth, 

ing a 
types. 
pacity 



 

Figu
 

Figu

 

ure 3.40a Ph

ure 3.40b Ph

P-1 B-2

B-1 P-2

P-4 

B-4 

hase I shaft la

ase II shaft l

2 P-3 

2 B-3 

B-5 P

P-5 B

ayout and lo

layout and lo

P-6 

B-6 

48 

ocation of CP

ocation of C

PT sounding

PT sounding

gs (Google E

gs (Google E

Earth, 2012).

Earth, 2012)

 

  

 

. 



 

 
A 2-3 ft l
to each s
show the
sounding
Phase I s
and Appe

Although
layering 
provides 
computin
measurem
steel / so
average 
interval l
carrying 
the cumu

Fi

layer of com
sounding and
e presence o
gs P-1, B-2, 
oundings sh
endix A). Ph

h there is g
is not exac
a mechani

ng the side s
ments of sle
oil interface 
tip stress is 
length. How
capacity. Fi

ulative area u

igure 3.41 C

mpacted lime
d replaced w

of some the 
and P-3 to p

howed a laye
hase II sound

general agre
ctly the sam
ism to pred
hear capacit
eve friction 
to a cast-in-
essentially 

wever, graph
igure 3.43 pr
under the tip

Cone penetrat

estone base w
with local so
base course 
prevent need
er of silty san
dings were s

ement amon
me which can
dict capacity
ty of drilled 
corrected fo

-place concre
the cumula

hically it mo
rovides an in

p stress for bo

49 

   

tion testing a

was removed
ils containin
layer which

dless damage
nd for 15ft fo
imilar and a

ng the soun
n be quanti
y variations 
shafts use on
or the differe
ete / soil int

ative area un
re clearly sh
ndication of
oth the Phas

at Clearwate

d with a 2 in
ng no rock. S
h was left in
e to the CPT

followed by c
are also inclu

ndings, it is
fied by the 

between lo
nly tip stress
ence in the 
terface. Over
nder the tip 
hows the di
f variations i
se I and II CP

er test site. 

nch diameter
Soundings B
n place but r
T equipment
clay to silty 
uded in Appe

s apparent t
average tip

ocations. So
s values and
coefficient o
r the same d
stress curv

fferences in
in likely sha
PT sounding

 

r hand auger 
B-1, P-2, and
removed pri
t. Each of th
clay (Figure
endix A. 

that soil stre
p stress, qc. 
ome method

d others use d
of friction fr
depth interva

ve divided b
n cumulative
aft capacity u
gs. 

prior 
d B-3 
ior to 
he six 
e 3.42 

ength 
This 

ds of 
direct 
rom a 
al the 
y the 

e load 
using 



50 
 

 

Figure 3.42 CPT tip stress (left) and sleeve friction (right) for each of the Phase I CPT 
soundings. 

 

Figure 3.43 Cumulative area under the tip stress curve as a function of depth. 
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Positions B-2 and P-5 showed the highest cumulative tip area. For the remaining locations, the 
variation was less significant. Table 3.2 shows each of the CPT locations sorted from highest to 
lowest potential capacity for both Phase I and II. 
 

Table 3.2 Capacity potential sorted for each phase (highest to lowest) 
Cumulative qc @15ft 

Phase I Phase II 
Sounding (TSF-ft) Sounding (TSF-ft) 

B-2 1264 P-5 1224 
P-1 941 B-5 926 
P-3 876 P-4 921 
B-1 873 B-6 783 
P-2 816 B-4 670 
B-3 774 P-6 946 

 
3.3.2 Preparations for Shaft Construction and Field Testing 
 
The test program outlined for this study required that shafts be constructed with full-length 
debonded anchor bars, which would, in effect, load the shaft concrete in compression by 
applying a tension load to the anchor bar secured at the toe of the shaft. The soil therefore resists 
by pulling down on the shaft as it is pulled upward, which is typically considered to develop 
lesser side shear resistance than under typical service loads. However, as all shafts were 
constructed and tested in the same manner, this serves as a convenient means to compare the 
shaft capacities and the effect of the slurry used at the time of shaft construction. 
 
Pullout Frame. As the load testing (tension) apparatus could be designed to develop the full 
capacity of the side shear, it could also be designed to fully extract the shafts for dimensional 
inspection. As a result, the bulk of the preparations made for this task were in the design and 
fabrication of the pullout frame as well as the base anchor plates. Preliminary estimates of shaft 
capacity ranged from 50 to 70 kips based on the target diameter of 18 in. and length of 15 ft. The 
pullout frame (Figure 3.44) was designed to develop twice the estimated capacity while also 
providing sufficient vertical clearance to fully extract the shaft during testing. As the pullout tests 
were performed in two phases, the pullout frame was designed to be self-erecting via 
hydraulically actuated legs, which expedited transport and assembly. 
 
 



 

 
Anchor B
150 ksi f
were deb
might aff
PVC pip
Figure 3.
proved to
 
Thermal 
measured
data colle
so that a 
the 15 ft 

Figu

Bar Assembl
fully threade
bonded from
fect side she

pe which wa
.45. Althoug
o be valuable

wires were
d on all four
ectors, a sin
single 60 se
central bar (

ure 3.44 Hyd

lies Phase I.
d bars with a

m the shaft 
ear capacity. 
as cut to len
gh integrity t
e in the analy

e strapped t
r sides of the
gle thermal 
ensor wire w
(Figure 3.46)

draulically-a

. The anchor
a minimum 
to prevent c
For Phase I

ngth and inst
testing was n
ysis discusse

to the side 
e anchor bar
wire was lo

with sensors 
). 

52 

actuated, self

rage bars we
ultimate stre
concrete cra
, debonding 
trumented w
not within th
ed later. 

of each pip
r / PVC pipe
oped up and
every 1ft co

f-erecting pu

ere 1in nomi
ength of 128
acking and P
g was perform
with thermal
he scope of t

pe such tha
e system. Fo
d down alon
ould be used

ullout frame.

inal diamete
8 kips (Figur
Poisson nec
med using 1
l integrity w
the project, t

at the tempe
or simplicity 
g the length

d to measure

. 

er Williams 
re 3.45). The
cking effects
-½ in ID SC

wires as show
the data coll

erature coul
and to use f

h of the PVC
e all four sid

 

Form 
e bars 
s that 

CH 40 
wn in 
lected 

ld be 
fewer 

C pipe 
des of 



 

Figure 3

 

 

3.45 Phase I

Figu

I anchors bar

ure 3.46 Ther

rs as-receive

rmal wire loo

53 

ed (left); PVC
(right). 

oped at the e

C pipe instru

end of the pi

umented wit

ipe (Phase I)

th thermal w

 
). 

 
wires 



 

An ancho
½ in stee
Figure 3.
 

Figure 3

 
 
Anchor B
fashion w
used to d
profiling 
was weld
Further, 
(unthread
anchor n
access to
the threa
anchor co
 

orage was pr
el through w
.47 shows th

.47 Anchor p

Bar Assemb
with some v
debond the b
was perform

ded to the b
to provide a

ding) from t
nut be provid
o the nut. Sh
aded anchor 
omponents a

rovided at th
which the an
he completed

plates bolted

blies Phase 
variations: th
bar,  the anc
med within t
bottom of th
access withi
the anchor p
ded to preve
hear studs w

bar to allow
and assembly

he toe of eac
nchor rods w
d anchor bar 

d to the base
using PVC

II. Phase II
hermal wires
chor plate w
the steel pipe
he plate and 
in the 1.5 in
plate after c
ent soil and w

were added to
w access for
y. 

54 

ch shaft usin
where inserte

assemblies.

 of each thre
C pipes (Pha

 anchor bar
s were not u

was increase
e. To this en
the steel pi

nch access p
concreting. T
water intrus
o each plate
r thermal in

ng a 16 in dia
ed and clam

eaded bar (nu
ase I). 

r assemblies
used, 1.5 inc
d to ¾ inch

nd, the nut at
ipe to the pl
pipe, the ba
This require
sion into the
e to facilitate
ntegrity profi

ameter circu
mped with nu

ut top and b

s were prepa
ch steel pipe

h thick, and 
at the base of
late using a
ar was desig
ed that a cha
e access pipe
e removal an
filing. Figure

ular plate ma
uts on both s

 
ottom) debo

ared in a si
e (not PVC)
thermal inte

f the anchor 
a welded cou
gned for rem
amber below
e and to mai
nd installati
e 3.48 show

ade of 
sides. 

onded 

imilar 
) was 
egrity 
plate 

upler. 
moval 
w the 
intain 
on of 

ws the 



 

Fig

 
 
Slurry Pr
powder (
while Sho
 
Both the 
pH of the
pH 7 to 9
 
Bentonite
develope
3.51. Wh
gallons t
reduce th
went unm
Figure 3.

gure 3.48 Ph
isola

reparation.  
(no additives
ore Pac was

mineral and
e supply wat
9 (Figure 3.5

e Slurry Pha
ed in an earli
hile the man
o produce a
his amount t
mixed and se
.52 shows th

hase II ancho
ation/integrity

For all sha
s) was used 
s used as the 

d polymer m
ter was adjus
50). 

ase I. Miner
ier FDOT pr
nufacturer r

a 40 sec/qt v
to 37 lb/100
ettled to the 
he bentonite 

or plate (top 
y pipe (bot l

afts (both Ph
to represen
selected pol

materials whe
sted using 6

ral slurry wa
roject for the
recommende
viscosity (Ph
0 gallons. As
bottom of th
immediately

55 

left); couplin
left); comple

hases), Prem
nt a standard
lymer produ

ere prepared 
lb of soda a

as produced
e rapid hydra
ed mix ratio
hase I), the e
s found by t
he tank there
y after mixin

ng anchor ba
eted assembl

mium Gel A
d 90 barrel (
uct for these 

and stored i
ash in 1000 g

d using the m
ation of min

o for pure b
efficient mix
the previous
eby reducing
ng with no cl

ar (top right)
ly (bot right)

API 13A Sec
(2835 gallon
tests (Figure

in dedicated 
gal of water 

multi-educto
neral slurries
bentonite wa
xing of the s
s study, virtu
g the overall
lumps of unm

); attaching 
). 

ction 9 bent
ns) mineral s
e 3.49).  

slurry tanks
to change it 

or mixing sy
s shown in F
as 55 lb per
system prov
ually no ma
 quantity ne
mixed powd

 

 

tonite 
slurry 

s. The 
from 

ystem 
Figure 
r 100 

ved to 
aterial 
eded. 

der. 



 

Figure 3
 

Figure 

3.49 Slurry p

3.50 1000 g

products used

gal water tan

d: Premium 

nk (left) in w

56 

  
Gel pure ben

 

hich 6 lb of 

ntonite (left)

soda ash (rig

); Shore Pac

ght) was use

  
 polymer (ri

ed to adjust p

ight). 

 

pH. 



 

 

 
Bentonite
the mult
manufact
24 hr be
prior to i

Figure 

Figure 3.52

e Slurry Pha
ti-eductor m
turer recomm

efore concret
introduction 

3.51 Multi-e

2 Bentonite s

ase II. The P
mixing syste
mended mix
ting. The re
the next day

eductor mixi

slurry ready 

Phase II ben
em (Figure 
x ratio was 6
esulting visc
y, the benton

57 

ing system u

for use imm

ntonite slurry
3.53). With

60 lb / 100 g
cosity shortl
nite had mor

used to mix s

mediately afte

y was prepar
h a target 
gallons whic
ly after intro
re thorough 

slurry (Phase

er mixing (P

red in the sa
viscosity o

ch was intro
oduction wa
hydrated to 

e I). 

 
Phase I). 

ame manner
of 50 sec/qt
duced into s

as 58 sec/qt
a viscosity 

 

r with 
t, the 
slurry 
. Just 
of 74 



 

sec/qt. A
effects m
model te
viscosity
 

 
Polymer 
commenc
excavatio
gallons o
polymer 
Addition
to increa
the mix r
at a time)
 

Figur
  

Although hig
may not deve

st results wh
y up to 90 sec

Slurry Phas
cing the ex
ons. The mu
of water was 

were draw
nal polymer p
se the viscos
ratios and th
). 

re 3.54 Left,

gher than th
elop as a co
hich showed
c/qt (discuss

Figure 3.53 

se I. The Sh
xcavation o
ulti-gang edu
re-circulate

wn into solu
powder (3.6
sity to the ta

he effect of s

, 5.4 lb in po

he target vis
onsequence. 
d no appreci
sed later). 

Mixing bent

hore Pac po
of the polym
uctor system
d through th

ution (Figure
 lb) was slo

arget value (6
small amoun

owder pick-u

58 

scosity, the 
This decisio

iable differen

tonite slurry

olymer slurry
mer shafts 

m was used 
he eductors w
e 3.54) whi
wly added t
60 s/qt).  Tab
nts of polym

up pan; Righ

slurry was 
on was large
nce in side s

y for Phase II

ry was mixe
and after 
to perform 

while three, 
ich resulted
to a moving 
ble 3.3 show

mer powder o

ht, additional

used as-is 
ely based on
shear for mi

I testing. 

ed the next 
completing 
initial mixin
1 quart scoo

d in a visco
stream of re

ws the results
on viscosity 

l powder add

to show ad
n the small 
ineral slurry

 

day just pri
bentonite 

ng wherein 
ops (5.4 lb) o
osity of 42 
ecirculated s
s of both slu
(1 quart or 1

ded (Phase I)

dverse 
scale 

y with 

ior to 
shaft 
2000 

of dry 
s/qt.  

slurry 
urries, 
1.8 lb 

 
). 



 

Polymer 
which wa
lb / 100 g
Two tan
introduce
the visco
centrifug
eductor i
achieved
for Phase
 

F
 

Produ

Premium

Shore P

 
 
  

 
 
 
 

Slurry Phas
as anticipate
gal). The req
ks with a t
ed while fill
osity to the ta
gal pump. D
in increment

d (Figure 3.5
e II. 

Figure 3.55 P

uct 
Mix
(lb/1

m Gel 

Pac 
0
0
0

se II. The po
ed to take tw
quired minim
total volume
ling (0.61 lb
arget 125 se

Dry polymer 
ts of 2lb un
5). Table 3.

Polymer tank

Ta

x Ratio  
100gal) 

V

37 
0.27 
0.36 
0.45 

Tab

Produc

Premium G

Shore Pa

olymer slurr
wice the amo
mum slurry v
e of 1300 g

b / 100 gal). 
c/qt, the slur
powder wa

ntil a total of
4 contains th

k (left); addin

able 3.3 Slurr

Viscosity 
(s/qt) 

D

39 
42 
48 
59 

ble 3.4 Slurr

t 
Mix 
(lb/10

Gel 5

ac 
0.
0.

59 

ry for Phase 
ount of mater
volume to ca
gal were us
This resulte

rry was recir
as added slo
f 16lb had b
he results of

 
ng additiona

ry test result

Density 
(pcf) 30

65.2 
N/A 
N/A 
62.5 

ry test results
Ratio  
00gal) 

Vi
(

56 
61 
88 

II was desi
rial as the P
ast the 3 sha

sed in which
ed in a visco
rculated thro

owly into the
been added 
f tests perfo

al product thr

ts (Phase I)
Rheom

00 rpm 60

22 

s (Phase II)
scosity 
(s/qt) 

D
(

74 6
80 N

122 6

gnated to ac
Phase I slurry
afts was 141
h 8 lb of d
osity of 68 s
ough a singl
e vacuum in
and the targ
rmed on bot

hrough educt

meter Tests (

00 rpm 
Yi
Po

28 1

N/A 

ensity 
(pcf) 
64.3 
N/A 
62.8 

chieve 125 s
y (60 sec/qt;
 cu-ft (1060

dry polymer
sec/qt. To bo
le eductor us
ntake of a s
get viscosity
th types of s

or (right). 

(lb/100ft2) 
ield 
oint 

Plas
Visco

17 6

sec/qt 
; 0.45 

0 gal). 
r was 
olster 
sing a 
single 
y was 
slurry 

 

stic 
osity 
6 



 

3.3.3 Sha

The cons
varied m
type may
without e
 
Shaft co
12/12/20
5:00 PM 
in ID (½
Excavati
 

 
Phase I. 
day prior
more tha
casings s

aft Constru

struction ap
mineral slurry
y affect side
exceeding 12

onstruction w
13. On both
the same da

½ in wall t
on tools are 

The tempora
r to excavati
n the rest of 

set the day pr

ction 

proach adop
y viscosity o
e shear, shaf
2 hrs and pol

was perform
h occasions, 
ay. An 18in 
thickness) t
shown in Fi

Figure 

ary surface c
on and conc

f the shafts an
rior to excav

pted for this
on side shea
ft excavation
lymer slurry

med in two
construction
auger with 2
emporary su
igure 3.56. 

3.56 Excava

casing was s
creting.  How
nd encounte

vation. 

60 

 
s program w
ar capacity.
ns were plan
y was tested 

 phases: Ph
n commence
2 in tip exte
urface casin

ation tools an

set to an app
wever, shaft 
ered the wate

was designe
Additionally
nned to be o
as well. 

hase I on 4
ed at first lig
ensions, an 1
ng was sele

and dimensio

proximate de
P-2 was ina

er table. Figu

ed to compa
y, as time in
open for as 

4/11/2012 a
ght and con

18 in cleanou
ected based

ons. 

epth of 4 ft 
advertently e
ure 3.57 show

are the effec
n hole and s
long as pra

and Phase I
ncreted starti
ut bucket, an

d on availab

 

for all shaft
excavated sli
ws the temp

cts of 
slurry 
ctical 

II on 
ing at 
nd 27 
bility. 

ts one 
ightly 

porary 



 

 

Fi
 
Excavati
third ben
excavatio
shows th
for the po

P

gure 3.57 Sh

on commenc
ntonite shaf
ons. In gene
e bentonite s
olymer shaft

-3 

haft location

ced early the
fts. Figure 3
eral, similar
slurry being 
ts. 

B-2

ns shown by 

e second day
3.58 shows 
r material st
introduced w

2 
P-1

61 

surface casin

y starting wi
the initial 

tratification 
while Figure

1 

ngs set a day

ith shaft B-1
material ex
was noted 

es 3.60 and 3

B

y in advance

1 followed b
xtracted from

from all ho
3.61 show th

B-3 

e (Phase I). 

by the second
m each of 
oles. Figure 
he same activ

B-1 

P-2 

 

d and 
those 
3.59 

vities 



 

 

Figu
 

Figure 3.58

ure 3.59 Ben

 First auger 

ntonite slurry

bite from sh

y pumped-in

62 

hafts B-1(left

n to replace v

ft), B-2 (cent

volume of so

ter), and B-3

oil extracted 

3 (right). 

(Shaft B-1).

 

 
. 



 

 

Figure
 

Figure 3.60

e 3.61 Polym

0 First auger 

mer slurry be

bite from sh

ing pumped

63 

hafts P-1 (lef

-in to replac

ft), P-2 (cent

ce volume of

ter), and P-3

f soil extract

3 (right). 

ted (Shaft P-

 

 
1). 



64 
 

All excavations were completed by 12:00 PM (4 hours total); bentonite shafts from 8:00 to 9:30 
and the polymer shafts from 10:30 to 12:00. Polymer slurry was mixed while bentonite shafts 
were being excavated and the same pumping system was cleaned out and used to introduce 
polymer slurry into the excavations. Upon completion of all shafts, the slurry was left for 5 hours 
prior to final slurry testing, cleanout procedures, and concreting. Table 3.5 summarizes the 
results of slurry testing and field measurements just prior to concreting. 
 

Table 3.5 Field measurements and slurry test results at time of concreting 

Shaft 
ID 

Length 
(ft & in) 

FDOT Required Slurry Tests 
Sand 

Content (%) 
Density 

(pcf) 
Viscosity 

(s/qt) 
pH 

B1 16’-8” 3 66.5 40 9.5 
B2 17’-2” 1.75 65 44 9.5 
B3 16’-10” 2.5 65 36 9.5 
P1 16’-0” Trace < 0.25 63 47 10 
P2 15’-9” Trace < 0.25 63 46 10 
P3 16’-2” Trace < 0.25 62.5 56 10 

 
The cleanout process caused the shafts to be slightly over-excavated as shown in Table 3.5 
wherein the target depth was 15 ft. Final shaft lengths ranged from 15’-9” to 17’-2”. 
 
Note 1: Shaft P-1, slurry was introduced after encountering the water table. Some sloughing was 
noted prior to pumping in slurry.  
 
Note 2: Shaft P-2, water table was encounter ed during casing installation the day before 
excavation. 
 
Due to deeper than anticipated shafts, some of the anchor rods were lengthened to accommodate 
the as-built conditions. Not all anchor rods could be lengthened, so the anchor bar and 
anchorages were suspended at the lowest possible elevation. Figures 3.62 and 3.63 show the 
installation of the anchor rod and concreting. 
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additional decrease in load was detected which also represented the self-weight of the shaft 
(about 10 ft upward movement). At which point, the loading frame was removed and the crane 
lifted the shaft from the ground. 
 
The displacement of the shaft during the full extraction process was tracked by a string-line 
displacement transducer that measured the position of the jack piston. As all load was locked into 
the load frame system during the extraction, no rebound of the soil, relaxation of the frame, rod 
or crane mat / footings movement was experienced. However, the first shaft tested did not have 
the locking nut below the jack, which necessitated far more loading cycles to extract that shaft 
(P-1). 
 
The order of load testing was selected based on crane access and to minimize the number of 
crane lifts and setups required. This resulted in Row A being tested first followed by Row B. 
Therefore, the Phase I order of testing was as follows: P-1, B-2, P-3, B-1, P-2, and B-3. 
 
With the exception of B-2, all shafts were successfully tested and extracted for inspection. Shaft 
B-2 was loaded to failure and was extracted approximately 3 in when the anchorage failed at the 
bottom of the shaft. This was noted by sudden loss of load accompanied by the anchor rod being 
pulled from the shaft approximately 1 ft. Further, as the shafts were slightly over-excavated and 
the diameter was larger than that designed (22 in instead of 18 in), the anchor rod and anchorage 
system was very close to its associated strength limits; the anchor rod capacity was 126 kips, and 
the ½ in thick bearing plate was 96-120 kips.  As a result, shear failure around the bottom nut 
and washer in the bearing plate most likely caused the sudden failure followed by the nuts 
splitting up through the bottom of the shaft. The rod was successfully unthreaded from the 
anchor nuts and showed no damage. However, the rod could not be reinstalled for subsequent 
attempts to remove the shaft. As thermal integrity wires had been installed this data was 
reviewed to identify the shaft shape as well as match all data to the extracted shafts. Thermal 
integrity analyses of the as-built shafts are presented in Appendix I.  
 
The extraction process is depicted in Figure 3.70. Once the load registered by the load cell 
became constant and decreased no further, the shaft was then set carefully back into the hole, the 
frame removed, and then the shaft was removed via crane. 
 
Phase II extraction was also performed in the same fashion as Phase I. All shafts were 
successfully removed for subsequent dimensional examinations; anchor plates were thicker ¾ in  
steel whereas Phase I used ½ in plates removing the possibility of the same mode of failure 
experienced for B-2.  
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Chapter 4: Test Results 
 
This chapter discusses the results of the testing that was performed.  This includes: the rebar 
pullout results, model scale side shear testing, and full scale side shear/ pullout tests. 
 
 
4.1 Rebar Pullout Tests 
 
The rebar pullout tests involved casting specimens in a variety of slurry conditions and as such 
the slurry properties, concrete properties, pullout resistance, and physical observations of the 
specimens were all documented and discussed in this section.  
 
4.1.1 Slurry Properties 
 
Prior to placing slurry in the forms and on the evening before concrete placement, the viscosity 
of each sample was determined with the Marsh funnel and viscometer methods.  Both the 
viscosity and density were tested from each form at the time the slurry was introduced as well as 
prior to concrete placement.  Table 4.1 details the shaft number, as well as the anticipated slurry 
viscosity. The placement number refers to individual test setups and to an individual concrete 
truck / strength. Increasing numbers of samples were prepared for subsequent placements. 
 

Table 4.1 Test matrix showing shaft number and target viscosity for each placement 
Placement Shaft Viscosity (sec/qt) 

1 
 1 40  
 2 90  

2 

 3 40  
 4 50  
 5 90  
 6 26  (Water) 

3 

 7 30  
 8 40  
 9 50  
 10 90  
 11 60  (Polymer) 
 12 60  (Polymer) 

4 

 13 30  
 14 30  
 15 50  
 16 90  (Polymer) 
 17 90  (Polymer) 
 18 26  (Water) 
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For the first concrete placement the viscosity was determined only with the Marsh Funnel 
method, for all subsequent placements the viscosity was first determined via the Marsh Funnel 
followed by determining the plastic viscosity and gel strength with a viscometer.  The 
subsequent tables provide a breakdown of the slurry properties at the time of slurry placement as 
well as at the time of concrete placement (Table 4.2 - 4.4).  For the first placement only the 
viscosity was verified to be 40 sec/qt and 90 sec/qt at the time of slurry placement for shafts 1 
and 2, respectively.   
   

Table 4.2 Breakdown of slurry properties for model shafts for placement 2 

Shaft 
Number 

Sample 
Time 

Viscosity 
(sec/qt) 

Plastic 
Viscosity 

(cP) 

10 Sec 
Gel 

Strength

10 Min 
Gel 

Strength 

Density 
(lb/ft3) 

Yield 
Point 

3 
Intro 41.15 10.00 33 55.00 

65.37 
40.51 

Placement 43.81 11.50 0.00 58.00 39.67 

4 
Intro 51.57 12.88 64.00 66.00 

65.29 
84.98 

Placement 57.20 15.32 66.00 99.00 72.23 

5 
Intro 83.90 20.16 135.00 118.00 

65.72 
138.34 

Placement 108.39 23.99 118.00 180.00 122.77 
6  26 (Water) n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

 
Table 4.3 Breakdown of slurry properties for model shafts for placement 3 

Shaft 
Number 

Sample 
Time 

Viscosity 
(sec/qt) 

Plastic 
Viscosity 

(cP) 

10 Sec 
Gel 

Strength

10 Min 
Gel 

Strength 

Density 
(lb/ft3) 

Yield 
Point 

7 
Intro 30.01 2.80 0.00 4.00 

63.21 
5.19 

Placement 31.10 4.46 0.00 5.00 2.11 

8 
Intro 38.10 8.71 18.00 51.00 

64.27 
32.65 

Placement 41.73 11.74 22.00 55.00 31.16 

9 
Intro 48.76 14.03 53.00 103.00 

64.61 
62.88 

Placement 56.72 15.34 54.00 98.00 71.08 

10 
Intro 80.73 20.84 96.00 172.00 

65.17 
115.01 

Placement 119.59 22.97 107.00 178.00 130.71 
11 

Polymer 
Intro 65.99 5.75 0.00 0.00 

62.03 
6.30 

Placement 64.89 5.37 2.00 2.00 8.58 
12 

Polymer 
Intro 66.46 5.77 3.00 3.00 

62.09 
5..78 

Placement 65.97 5.30 2.00 3.00 9.15 
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Table 4.4 Breakdown of slurry properties for model shafts for placement 4 

Shaft 
Number 

Sample 
Time 

Viscosity 
(sec/qt) 

Plastic 
Viscosity 

(cP) 

10 Sec 
Gel 

Strength

10 Min 
Gel 

Strength 

Density 
(lb/ft3) 

Yield 
Point 

13 
Intro 29.88 2.59 3.00 5.00 

63.41 
3.05 

Placement 30.43 3.31 4.00 5.00 4.18 

14 
Intro 30.22 2.16 3.00 7.00 

63.41 
11.77 

Placement 31.24 3.32 2.00 5.00 4.51 

15 
Intro 52.87 13.31 52.00 101.00 

65.02 
70.94 

Placement 61.37 17.18 48.00 78.00 75.21 
16 

Polymer 
Intro 81.76 7.15 11.00 15.00 

61.06 
27.58 

Placement 86.76 7.59 10.00 15.00 26.31 
17 

Polymer 
Intro 83.18 7.15 11.00 15.00 

61.06 
27.58 

Placement 85.05 7.48 10.00 15.00 30.16 
18  26 (water) n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a 

 
4.1.2 Concrete Properties 
 
Prior to each concrete placement the plastic properties were tested to ensure compliance with 
FDOT specifications (slump range of 7 to 10-inches, FDOT, 2013).  The concrete properties are 
detailed in Tables 4.5 through 4.8 for placements 1 through 4, respectively. For placement 1, 
only the slump data was recorded and cylinders were cast between the placement of shaft 1 and 
shaft 2, and for the subsequent placements the test times were recorded.   
 

Table 4.5 Concrete plastic properties for placement 1 
Concrete Data 

Shaft 
Number 

Slurry 
Type 

Viscosity
(sec) 

Slump 
(in) 

Cylinders
Slurry Contact Time 

(hours) 

1 Bentonite 40 8.50 n/a 12 

2 Bentonite 90 8.50 yes 12 
 
The concrete slump throughout the test program ranged from 4.5-inches to 9.5-inches upon 
arrival at the test site.  The properties are specified in the mix design and were noted on the 
delivery tickets (Appendix C); no adjustment/control was imposed in response to this variability 
as it was assumed that the same issues could arise in the field under normal drilled shaft 
construction. However, concrete out of the specified range was rejected. 
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Table 4.6 Concrete plastic properties for placement 2 
Concrete Data 

Shaft 
Number 

Slurry 
Type 

Viscosity 
(sec) 

Slump 
(in) 

Cylinders
Slurry 
Placed 

Casting Time 

Start Finish 

3 Bentonite 40 9.50 yes 10:04 PM 10:31 AM 10:36 AM 

4 Bentonite 50 8.50 n/a 9:06 PM 9:43 AM 9:48 AM 
5 Bentonite 90 9.25 n/a 9:35 PM 10:03 AM 10:07 AM 
6 Water 26 8.50 yes 9:00 PM 10:57 AM 11:02 AM 

 
Table 4.7 Concrete plastic properties for placement 3 

Concrete Data 

Shaft 
Number 

Slurry 
Type 

Viscosity 
(sec) 

Slump 
(in) 

Cylinders 
Slurry 
Placed 

Casting Time 

Start Finish 

7 Bentonite 30 8.25 n/a 9:39 PM 11:03 AM 11:05 AM 

8 Bentonite 40 7.75 n/a 10:05 PM 11:13 AM 11:15 AM 
9 Bentonite 50 8.50 n/a 10:28 PM 11:20 AM 11:24 AM 
10 Bentonite 90 8.00** yes 9:17 PM 10:52 AM 10:56 AM 
11 Polymer 60 7.75 n/a 10:49 PM 11:27 AM 11:29 AM 
12 Polymer 60 7.75 yes 11:08 PM 11:38 AM 11:40 AM 

** Added approximately 27 gallons of water to obtain slump. 
 

Table 4.8 Concrete plastic properties for placement 4 
Concrete Data 

Shaft 
Number 

Slurry 
Type 

Viscosity 
(sec) 

Slump 
(in) 

Cylinders 
Slurry 
Placed 

Casting Time 

Start Finish 

13 Bentonite 50 9.50 n/a 8:31 PM 9:02 AM 9:06 AM 

14 Bentonite 30 9.50 yes 8:55 PM 9:17 AM 9:20 AM 
15 Bentonite 30 10.00 n/a 9:13 PM 9:29 AM 9:31 AM 
16* Polymer 85 10.00 n/a 9:38 PM 9:38 AM 9:42 AM 
17 Polymer 85 9.50 n/a 9:42 PM 9:49 AM 9:55 AM 
18 Water 26 10.00 yes 9:22 PM 10:07 AM 10:14 AM 

* 2 1/2 hour contact time due to form leaking. 
 
Prior to performing any pullout testing the concrete cylinders cast during the concrete placement 
were tested to verify the required compressive strength.  A minimum of 4-ksi was needed in 
order to replicate field conditions and to achieve meaningful results during pullout testing.  
Tables 4.9 through 4.12 provide the compressive strength data for the concrete placements. 
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Table 4.9 Compressive strength data for placement 1 

Sample 
ID 

Break  
Date 

 
Diameter 

(in) 

 
Diameter 

(in) 

 
Area 

 (in^2) 

Force 
(lb) 

Strength 
(psi) 

1 4-9-13 4.005 4.032 12.683 80785 6370 

2 4-9-13 4.013 4.022 12.677 77570 6119 

3 4-9-13 4.064 4.034 12.876 76740 5960 

Average Compressive Strength 6150 

Table 4.10 Compressive strength data for placement 2 

Sample 
ID  

Break  
Date 

 
Diameter 

(in) 

 
Diameter 

(in) 

 
Area 

 (in^2) 

Force 
(lb) 

Strength 
(psi) 

1 5-14-13 4.025 4.049 12.800 56130 4385 

2 5-14-13 4.059 4.033 12.857 56050 4359 

3 5-14-13 4.063 4.023 12.838 54390 4237 
4 5-14-13 4.051 4.046 12.873 57290 4450 

Average strength 4358 
 

Table 4.11 Compressive strength data for placement 3 

Sample 
ID  

Break  
Date 

 
Diameter 

(in) 

 
Diameter 

(in) 

 
Area 

 (in^2) 

Force 
(lb) 

Strength 
(psi) 

1 6-25-13 4.075 4.067 13.016 54083 4150 

2 6-25-13 4.080 4.025 12.898 57098 4430 

3 6-25-13 4.022 4.000 12.636 62016 4910 
4 6-25-13 4.077 4.064 13.013 60180 4620 

Average strength 4530 
  

Table 4.12 Compressive strength data for placement 4 

Sample 
ID  

Break  
Date 

 
Diameter 

(in) 

 
Diameter 

(in) 

 
Area 

 (in^2) 

Force 
(lb) 

Strength 
(psi) 

1 10/18/13 4.000 4.000 12.566 61170 4870 

2 10/18/13 4.080 4.025 12.898 59050 4580 

3 10/18/13 4.022 4.000 12.636 60820 4810 

Average strength 4753 
4.1.3 Pullout Data 
 
Once the concrete achieved the desired compressive strength, the pullout testing could be 
performed.  Pullout testing was performed on the same day as the compressive strength testing.   
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The following tables detail the pullout data for each placement.  The bonded length for 
placement 1 was 18-inches.  The red shaded areas denote bars that failed in tension.  All failures 
occurred in the threaded region due to the reduced cross section. 
 

Table 4.13 Placement 1 pullout data (load in kips). 

 
 
For placement 2 the bonded length was adjusted from 18-inches to 10-inches based on the 
calculated values to determine the pullout strength.  Again, the red shaded areas denote bars that 
failed in tension.  The bonded length for the water shaft was varied where the shortest length was 
8-inches, increasing in 2-inch increments up to 12-inches.  Again, all the bar failures occurred in 
the threaded region of the bar where the cross section was reduced during machining.  
  

1 58.706 55.724
2 65.360 51.680
3 54.071 51.073
4 56.460 53.133
5 55.160 33.097
6 60.946 53.852
7 49.935 49.367

Max 65.360 55.724
Min 49.935 33.097

Average 57.234 49.704
std dev 5.003 7.604

Maximum Recorded Pullout Load

Bar #
Bentonite

Shaft 1
40 sec

Shaft 2 
90 sec
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Table 4.14 Placement 2 pullout data (load in kips). 

 
 

For placement 3 the bonded length was again adjusted based on previous test data to a length of 
6-inches.  Along with determining the pullout strength, for placements 3 and 4 the bar 
displacement was measured to determine stiffness of the bond between the concrete and 
reinforcement.  Table 4.15 (below) provides the pullout testing data from placement 3, and is 
followed by the stiffness data in Table 4.16.  
 

Table 4.15 Placement 3 pullout data. 

 
  

Water

1 40.88 29.36 35.08 54.65
2 40.70 34.68 36.46 51.19
3 37.22 34.56 35.81 55.73
4 40.52 38.96 46.21 54.34
5 33.23 31.62 42.37 51.83
6 26.99 34.17 35.80 55.46
7 38.71 25.52 34.93 56.93

Max 40.881 38.962 46.211 56.933
Min 26.994 25.523 34.927 51.194

Average 36.894 32.697 38.094 54.304
std dev 5.138 4.332 4.405 2.090

Bar #
Bentonite

Maximum Recorded Pullout Load

Shaft 6
26 sec

Shaft 5
90 sec

Shaft 4
50 sec

Shaft 3
40 sec

1 23.559 26.970 23.998 20.639 32.886 30.233
2 31.575 26.018 18.836 29.715 34.133 42.584
3 22.707 25.242 24.218 20.932 26.757 25.488
4 34.929 24.708 24.117 25.910 41.109 29.595
5 32.530 18.320 20.893 18.518 24.431 36.973
6 28.293 20.599 12.657 27.736 32.836 38.471
7 27.687 27.627 18.947 18.519 34.216 34.244

Max 34.929 27.627 24.218 29.715 41.109 42.584
Min 22.707 18.320 12.657 18.518 24.431 25.488

Average 28.754 24.212 20.524 23.139 32.338 33.941
std dev 4.569 3.454 4.203 4.580 5.445 5.896

Bar #
Bentonite

Shaft 7
30 sec

Shaft 8
40 sec

Shaft 9
50 sec

Shaft 10
90 sec

Shaft 11
60 sec

Shaft 12
60 sec

Polymer
Maximum Recorded Pullout Load (kips)



80 
 

Table 4.16 Placement 3 stiffness data. 

 
 

 
The stiffness was determined by calculating the change in load in the linear portion of the 
following plots (Figures 4.1 - 4.6). 
 

 
Figure 4.1 Plot of load vs. displacement for shaft 7 (30 sec bentonite). 

 

1 184.524 155.147 200.293 178.007 236.414 233.316
2 147.035 95.463 121.542 n/a 229.444 124.058
3 160.456 178.462 133.714 116.327 242.478 183.385
4 118.177 157.900 181.749 146.099 193.904 183.348
5 133.818 134.670 116.816 126.856 98.494 157.599
6 187.597 144.364 79.575 93.945 150.325 129.961
7 154.469 132.983 147.729 103.965 102.648 118.166

Max 187.597 178.462 200.293 178.007 242.478 233.316
Min 118.177 95.463 79.575 93.945 98.494 118.166

Average 155.154 142.713 140.203 127.533 179.101 161.405
std dev 25.273 26.006 40.838 30.666 62.217 41.640

Recorded Pullout Stiffness (kips/in)

Bar #
Bentonite Polymer

Shaft 7
30 sec

Shaft 8
40 sec

Shaft 9
50 sec

Shaft 10
90 sec

Shaft 11
60 sec

Shaft 12
60 sec
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Figure 4.2 Plot of load vs. displacement for shaft 8 (40 sec bentonite). 

 

 
Figure 4.3 Plot of load vs. displacement for shaft 9 (50 sec bentonite). 
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Figure 4.4 Plot of load vs. displacement for shaft 10 (90 sec bentonite). 
 
 

 
Figure 4.5 Plot of load vs. displacement for shaft 11 (60 sec polymer). 
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Figure 4.6 Plot of load vs. displacement for shaft 12 (60 sec polymer). 

 
  

For the fourth and final placement, the bonded length remained 6-inches, however another water 
shaft was constructed in order to determine a control value for the bond strength due to the 
tensile failure of the bars in the previous tests.  The threads for bar 2 failed and the data was 
unusable for that particular bar.  Table 4.17 (below) provides the pullout testing data from 
placement four. 

Table 4.17 Placement 4 pullout data. 

 
 

0

10

20

30

40

50

0 0.2 0.4 0.6 0.8 1 1.2 1.4

Lo
ad

 (
ki
p
s)

Displacement (in)

Bar 1

Bar 2

Bar 3

Bar 4

Bar 5

Bar 6

Bar 7

Water

1 20.000 24.960 21.000 25.590 25.460 37.410
2 25.050 29.210 18.590 24.180 19.110
3 28.560 27.130 24.540 27.430 24.670 41.500
4 30.040 32.620 21.600 30.880 26.370 27.220
5 25.360 31.530 16.370 23.280 27.740 29.040
6 22.850 24.580 17.130 20.280 25.710 28.060
7 27.590 23.460 19.400 16.900 34.670 41.020

Max 30.040 32.620 24.540 30.880 34.670 41.500
Min 20.000 23.460 16.370 16.900 19.110 27.220

Average 25.636 27.641 19.804 24.077 26.247 34.042
std dev 3.457 3.575 2.819 4.590 4.610 6.678

Maximum Recorded Pullout Load (kips)

Bar # Shaft 13
30 sec

Shaft 14
30 sec

Shaft 15
50 sec

Shaft 16
85 sec

Shaft 17
85 sec

Shaft 18
26 sec

Bentonite Polymer
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4.2.4 Normalization of Data 
 
All the data was normalized to a single shaft to create comparable data thereby removing effects 
from inadvertent variations in the FCV soil strength profile. A 40 sec/qt model shaft (S3–40) was 
selected to be used as the basis of comparison for this testing. To analyze the data, two things 
were done: (1) the surface area of each shaft was used to convert load to side shear stress by 
dividing the load by the surface area and (2) the measured side shear was normalized by 
multiplying the measured values with the cumulative area ratio defined by equation 4.1. The 
normalized side shear response is shown in in Figure 4.18. 
 
 

௡௢௥௠௔௟௜௭௘ௗݍ ൌ 	
஺௥௘௔	௨௡ௗ௘௥	௧௜௣	௦௧௥௘௦௦	௖௨௥௩௘೎೚೙೟ೝ೚೗
஺௥௘௔	௨௡ௗ௘௥	௧௜௣	௦௧௥௘௦௦	௖௨௥௩௘೘೐ೌೞೠೝ೐೏

 ௠௘௔௦௨௥௘ௗ          (Equation 4.1)ݍ	

 
  

Average 

Diameter

Total 

Length

IN IN

S1 4.260 36

S2 3.909 36

S3 3.898 32.89

S4 3.690 34.95

S5 3.979 36.93

S6 3.848 35.74

S7 3.871 34.45

S8 3.881 38.5
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Table 4.20 Unit capacity at various displacements along with ultimate capacity for each shaft. 

 
 
The length shown for each was based on measured lengths after the shafts were exhumed with 
the exception of B-2.  The length of B-2 was determined from the measurements during 
excavation and just prior to concreting. 
 

Length
(ft)

Viscosity 
(sec/qt)

Side
Surface

Area (ft
2
)

correction 

Total
Volume

(ft
3
)

Calculated
Dead Load

(kips)

Observed
Min. Load

(kips)

Displacement
(in)

Total Load
(kips)

Side Shear
(ksf)

0.25 62.28 0.58
Shaft B-1 15.4 40 95.5 1.01 48.1 6.7 7.6 0.50 75.19 0.72

1.00 89.22 0.86

0.25 62.94 0.52
Shaft B-2 14.2 44 104.3 0.88 56.0 8.8 N/A 0.50 65.49 0.54

1.00 100.12 0.87

0.25 50.26 0.49
Shaft B-3 14.7 36 90.7 1.26 45.3 6.3 6.6 0.50 74.96 0.76

1.00 76.70 0.78

0.25 68.60 0.64
Shaft P-1 15.4 47 97.0 1.22 49.7 6.9 N/A 0.50 97.93 0.94

1.00 103.43 1.00

0.25 90.31 0.78
Shaft P-2 14.8 46 104.9 0.74 60.9 8.4 11.1 0.50 100.31 0.88

1.00 102.54 0.90

0.25 59.84 0.55
Shaft P-3 15.5 56 97.2 1.09 49.5 6.9 7.3 0.50 56.14 0.51

1.00 97.39 0.93

0.25 68.7 0.69
Shaft B-4 16.2 99 99.2 1.63 46.0 6.9 13.8 0.50 80.2 0.81

1.00 99.5 1.00

0.25 75.10 0.74
Shaft B-5 17.0 56 101.0 1.23 46.6 7.0 15.4 0.50 100.20 0.99

1.00 119.00 1.18

0.25 60.00 0.69

Shaft B-6 14.7 67 87.0 1.46 42.6 6.4 13.4 0.50 68.80 0.79

1.00 70.40 0.81

0.25 62.30 0.63
Shaft P-4 15.7 174 98.2 1.24 45.7 6.9 15.6 0.50 74.70 0.76

1.00 100.40 1.02

0.25 43.25 0.41
Shaft P-5 17.4 108 106.4 0.93 55.8 8.4 14.2 0.50 60.16 0.57

1.00 70.37 0.66

0.25 45.80 0.49
Shaft P-6 15.1 112 93.5 1.21 47.7 7.1 14.1 0.50 59.90 0.64

1.00 69.10 0.74
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Using a theoretical upper bound of 0.5f’c, only the pure water and polymer shafts came close to that 
value and in such cases the water environment causes a 10-15% loss in bond. However, if water is 
used as the reference upper limit, the percent loss becomes slightly less. Bond loss in the bentonite 
samples ranged from 40% to 70% for 30 and 90sec/qt slurry, respectively.  These effects were more 
prevalent for the bentonite slurry than the polymer slurry.  Note that the effect of varied concrete 
strength was normalized by dividing the pullout shear stress by the f’c of that sample. Hence, all 
bond strengths are shown relative to the unconfined compression strength. Likewise, the bond length 
was also taken into account in the normalized bond strength equation shown.  

 
Figure 5.4 Comparison of pullout test results using bentonite slurry. 

 
The pullout bond for the polymer slurry specimens tended to be higher than that of the bentonite 
specimens with average bond losses on the order of 25% to 50% for 60 and 90 sec/qt, respectively. 
However in some cases, the bond values noted for 60 sec/qt polymer specimens exceeded that of the 
pure water (Figure 5.5). 

-20

-10

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

90

1000

0.1

0.2

0.3

0.4

0.5

0.6

10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80 90 100 110 120

P
er

ce
nt

 L
os

s 
(%

)

N
or

m
al

iz
ed

 B
on

d
 S

tr
en

gt
h 

(d
im

)

Viscosity (sec/qt)

Orangun (1977)

Darwin (1992)

Aussi Std (1994)

Hadi (2008)

Ultimate Concrete Shear Stress (0.5f'c)

Pullout Load (kips)
Normalized Bond Strength (dim) = 

Bar Diam (in) *π* Bond Length (in) * f'c (ksi)

26
 s

ec
/q

t 
(H

2O
)



104 
 

 
Figure 5.5 Comparison of pullout test results using polymer slurry. 

 
 
5.2 Durability 
 
In addition to the loss of bond strength, the pullout specimens revealed possible permeability issues 
with the hardened concrete.  Due to the flowing action of the concrete around the rebar, the bentonite 
slurry was encapsulated by the concrete, projecting to the outer surface the location of each piece of 
reinforcement.  The encased slurry could potentially provide a direct pathway between the exterior 
of the shaft and the reinforcement for chloride or sulfate attack.  Cores taken at the intersection of 
the creases split into quarters along the visible lines in the 50 and 90 sec/qt shafts.  The 30 and 40 
sec/qt cores did not split, however showed visible signs of poor consolidation around the 
reinforcement as well as creases at the surface.  The cores that were cut from the shaft cast with 
water and polymer did not show any signs of poor consolidation, nor did it show any visible defects 
in the concrete.  Figures 5.6 - 5.9 illustrate the encapsulation potential caused by slurry in the shafts.  
Poor consolidation was also noted. Figure 5.10 shows the preferred concrete flow path which is up, 
then out after sufficient lateral pressure has developed to drive the concrete through the resisting 
cage matrix. This flow explains the mechanism that formed the creases and is in keeping with 
previous studies that showed similar concrete movement using a down-hole borescope. 
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Table 5.1 shows the same data both as-measured and using an adjustment factor for local CPT 
strengths. For example, a CPT adjustment factor of 1.12 means that the local CPT soil strength 
was 12% weaker than the average of all 12 CPT strength profiles. 
 
Table 5.2 Ultimate side shear for Phase I and Phase II with and without local CPT adjustments. 

Shaft 
ID 

Viscosity  Ultimate Side Shear (as-measured) Adjusted Side Shear 

(sec/qt) Avg. (ksf) 
Average 

(ksf) 
% 

Increase 
CPT Adj. 

Factor 
(ksf) 

Average 
(ksf) 

% 
Increase 

B1 40 

40 

0.86 

0.84 0 

0.91 0.79 

0.79 0 B2 44 0.87 0.79 0.69 

B3 36 0.78 1.13 0.88 

B4 99 

74 

1.00 

1.00 18.9 

1.47 1.48 

1.28 63.1 B5 56 1.18 1.11 1.31 

B6 67 0.81 1.32 1.06 

P1 47 

50 

1.00 

0.94 12.3 

1.10 1.10 

0.87 10.6 P2 46 0.90 0.67 0.60 

P3 56 0.93 0.98 0.91 

P4 174 

131 

1.04 

0.95 13.3 

1.12 1.16 

0.96 22.2 P5 108 1.00 0.84 0.84 

P6 112 0.81 1.09 0.88 

 
 
5.4 Conclusions 
 
This study tested the pullout resistance of 126 rebar specimens cast in 18 different shaft 
specimens as well as the side shear resistance of twelve shafts with nominal dimensions of 16ft 
long and 22in diameter constructed using either mineral or polymer drilling slurry.  Rebar 
specimens cast in mineral slurry showed degraded bonded which may require consideration from 
a structural perspective.  
 
Full scale side shear tests were conducted where six of the twelve shafts were constructed using 
each type of slurry (polymer slurry stabilized or mineral slurry stabilized) and where the 
excavations were left open with slurry in place for an extended period of time.  Subsequent to 
load testing, the shafts were extracted from the ground whereby the diameter and length could be 
measured to ascertain the exact surface area contributing to the side shear resistance.  
Additionally, the soil type and strength distribution at each shaft location was delineated using a 
cone penetrometer to provide further insight into variations that often occur in load testing.   
 
Phase I. Test results showed similar performance in the comparison of stiffness and ultimate load 
resistance with a 24% increase in initial stiffness and a 6% increase in ultimate capacity is noted 
as a result of polymer use.  One bentonite and one polymer shaft (B-2 and P-2) exhibited higher 
capacity than the rest due to a stronger soil strength profile and a bulge, respectively.  These 
findings are summarized below (Table 5.3) where the average of all bentonite and all polymer 
shafts are computed with and without the effects of the higher capacity shafts. However, when 
considerations for local increases or decreases in soil strength are considered, a 27% increase in 
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side shear resulted from the 50sec/qt polymer slurry relative to the 40sec/qt bentonite slurry 
(Figure 5.12). 
 

Table 5.3 Initial stiffness and ultimate capacity of mineral and polymer slurry shafts (Phase I). 

Comparison Type 
Average Bentonite Capacities Average Shore Pac Capacities 

All B-Series w/o Shaft B-2 All P-Series w/o Shaft P-2 
Initial Stiffness (ksf/in) 2.11 2.13 2.62 2.36 
Ultimate Capacity (ksf) 0.93 0.87 0.99 1.00 

 
Excavation stability (resulting from slurry type) showed similar capabilities where all shafts 
showed some irregularities along the length of the shaft.  The irregularities either stemmed from 
water table sloughing where slurry was not introduced in time or less pronounced undulations 
from the bottom of casing to the shaft toe.  Water table sloughing resulted in bulging in the 
regions just below the temporary surface casing.  In one instance, the excavation was left open 
overnight below the bottom of the temporary casing.  In another, the drilling process started 
before slurry could be introduced.  In cases where slurry was introduced prior to encountering 
the water table, no significant difference was noted as a result of slurry type.  These findings 
support the importance of proper sequencing with regards to the addition of slurry for any type of 
wet shaft construction. 
 
Phase II. All shafts were compared to the average unit side shear capacity of shafts constructed 
with bentonite slurry having viscosity of 40 sec/qt in Phase I. In all cases, shafts performed better 
than the control shaft conditions where thick bentonite (74 sec/qt) performed the best. Different 
schools of thought exist when comparing side by side shafts where the load tests results should 
be adjusted to account for varied soil conditions using SPT or CPT results. Or, variations noted 
by SPT or CPT can be subject to scaling errors and direct corrections may be inappropriate. In 
any event, by applying or by not applying such corrections, no adverse effects on side shear 
capacity were noted by using higher than 40 sec/qt viscosity bentonite slurry (the previous FDOT 
state upper viscosity limit). No adverse effects were noted from the use of polymer slurry either. 
 
It is unclear to what extent the creases formed by entrapped bentonite slurry may affect long-
term durability/corrosion resistance of shafts cast with bentonite slurries. No concern is apparent 
for the shafts constructed with polymer slurry. 
 
5.5 Further Considerations 
 
For this project a slump of 8-inches to 9.5-inches was used, also, the time the reinforcement was 
exposed to slurry was maximized but kept within the Florida Department of Transportation's 
drilled shaft requirements.  Given the opportunity, it would be beneficial to explore higher slump 
concrete in order to minimize the creases noted from the flow of concrete. These trends could be 
verified with x-ray diffraction of the material encountered between the exterior of the shaft and 
the reinforcing in order to determine if bentonite is present and to what extent.  Further testing 
could be done on the polymer and water shafts in order to see if there is a localized higher 
water/cement ratio at these locations as well.   
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Comparative studies of shafts constructed where bentonite was 1hr and 24hrs in the excavation 
show reduction in side shear capacity. But within that time span less is known. Given the 
negligible fluid loss during both the lab and field studies, it is conceivable that all degradation of 
side shear occurs very early on which is in keeping with findings from filter press tests 
performed in previous studies. If true, there should be no further increase in “filter cake” 
thickness beyond the first couple of hours. Hence, over-reaming may never be necessary if the 
traditional 24hr performance is suitable.  
 
In order to determine the severity of the creases that were encountered, it would be beneficial to 
perform chloride diffusion testing on the existing specimens in order to determine the 
permeability of the concrete where the bentonite was not displaced. It is the opinion of the 
principle investigator that the creases formed in this study along with the images depicted in 
Figures 1.2 and 2.9 are the norm and not the exception. The act of extracting a surface casing 
simply obliterates the lines making them undetectable during routine shallow excavations. 
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APPENDIX B: STATE SPECIFICATIONS 
 

Table B.1 Alabama Slurry Specifications  
Mineral Slurry Specifications  
(Sodium Bentonite or Attapulgite in Fresh Water) 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3  

{kg/m3} 

64.3** - 69.1** 
 

{1030* - 1110**} 

64.3** - 75.0** 
 

{1030** - 1200**} 

Density Balance 

Viscosity 
Seconds/qt 

{Seconds/L) 

28 – 45 
 

{30 – 48} 

28 – 45 
 

{30 – 48} 

Marsh Cone 

pH 8 – 11 8 – 11 pH paper, pH Meter 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
N/A N/A N/A 

**Increase by 2 pounds per cubic foot {32 kg/m3} in salt water 
a. Tests should be performed when the slurry temperature is above 39° F. 
b. If desanding is required, sand content shall not exceed 4 percent (by volume) at any 
point in the bore hole as determined by the American Petroleum Institute sand content 
test. 
 
Polymer Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

{kg/m3} 

 
 
 
 

Alabama has no polymer slurry specifications 
Viscosity 

Seconds/qt 
{Seconds/L} 

pH 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
 
Source: United States. Alabama Department of Transportation. Standard Specifications 
for Highway Construction. 2012.  
Their 2012 is still the most current, so no change was made 
http://www.dot.state.al.us/conweb/specifications.htm 
http://www.dot.state.al.us/conweb/doc/Specifications/2012%20DRAFT%20Standard%20
Specs.pdf 
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Table B.2 Alaska Slurry Specifications  
Mineral Slurry Specification 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3  

{kg/m3} 

Alaska has no specification for drilled shaft slurry 
Viscosity 

Seconds/qt 
{Seconds/L) 

pH 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
 
Polymer Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3  

{kg/m3} 

Alaska has no specification for drilled shaft slurry 
Viscosity 

Seconds/qt 
{Seconds/L) 

pH 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
Source: United States. Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities. 
Standard Specifications for Highway Construction. 2004.  
Their 2004 version is still the latest... 

http://www.dot.state.ak.us/stwddes/dcsspecs/pop_hwyspecs_english.shtml  
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Table B.3 Arizona Slurry Specifications  
Mineral Slurry Specifications 
(Sodium Bentonite in Fresh Watera) 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3  

64.3 – 69.1 64.3 – 75.0* Density Balance 

Yield Point 
{Pascals} 

Or 
Viscosity 

Seconds/qt 

Bentonite 
1.25 – 10 

 
 

28 – 50 

10 Maximum 
 
 

28 – 50 

Rheometer 
 
 

Marsh Cone 

pH 7 – 12 7 – 12 pH paper, pH meter 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
0 – 4 0 – 2 API Sand Content 

Kit 
* 85 lb/ft3 maximum when using Barite. 
a. Range of results above 68°F. 

 
Polymer Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3  

Arizona has no polymer slurry specifications. 
 

Only mentions: 
“The level of polymer slurry shall be maintained at or near 
the ground surface or higher, if required to maintain boring 

stability.” 

Yield Point 
{Pascals} 

Or 
Viscosity 

Seconds/qt 
pH 

Sand Content 
Percent by Volume 

Source: United States. Arizona Department of Transportation. Standard Specifications 
for Road and Bridge Construction. 2008.  
 
Their 2008 version is still the latest, no change in requirements 
http://azdot.gov/business/ContractsandSpecifications/Specifications 
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Table B.4 Arkansas Slurry Specifications  
Mineral Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

{kg/m3} 

64 – 75 
 

None Specified 
 

Mud Balance 
ASTM D4380 

Viscosity 
(Seconds/qt) 
{Seconds/L} 

28 – 45 None Specified API RP13B-1 
Section 2 

Marsh Funnel and 
Cup 

pH 8 – 11 None Specified ASTM D4972 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
4% Maximum N/A (Sand Screen Set) 

ASTM D4381 
a. Range of results at 60°F (20°C). 

 
Polymer Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

{kg/m3} 

64 
Maximum 

(fresh water 
applications) 

 
N/A 

(Mud Balance) 
ASTM D4380 

Viscosity 
Seconds/qt 

{Seconds/L} 

40 to 90 
(or as approved by 

the 
Engineer) 

 
N/A 

API RP13B-1 Sect. 
2 

(Marsh Funnel & 
Cup) 

pH  
8-10 

 
N/A 

ASTM D4972 

Sand Content 
Percent by Volume 

1 % maximum 1% Max (Sand Screen Set) 
ASTM D4381 

a. Range of results at 60°F (20°C). 
Source: United States. Arkansas State highway and Transportation Department. Special 
Provision Job No. 110229 Slurry Displacement Drilled Shaft. 2005. 
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Table B.5 California Slurry Specifications 
Mineral Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

64.3* – 69.1* 64.3* - 75.0* Mud Weight 
(Density)  

API 13B-1  
Section 1 

Viscosity 
Seconds/qt 

 (Bentonite) 
28 – 50 

(Attapulgite) 
28 – 40 

None Specified Marsh Funnel and 
Cup 

API 13B-1 
Section 2.2 

pH 8 – 10.5 8 – 10.5 Glass Electrode pH 
meter, pH paper 

Sand Content 
Percent by Volume 

Volume≤4.0  Volume≤4.0  Sand, API 13B-1, 
Section 5 

      * When approved by the Engineer, slurry may be used in salt water, and the 
allowable densities may be increased by up to 2 lb/ft3.  Slurry temperature shall be 
at least 40°F when tested. 

 
Polymer Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

The physical properties of synthetic slurries should be carefully 
monitored during drilling of the hole and before concrete 
placement. Because these slurries in general do not suspend 
particles, the permissible density and sand content values are 
much lower than those allowed for mineral slurries. The density 
and sand content values should be tested and the values 
maintained within the limits stated in the contract specifications to 
allow for quick settlement of suspended materials. The synthetic 
slurry’s pH value should be tested and maintained within the 
limits stated in the contract specifications to prevent 
destabilization of the slurry. 

Viscosity 
Seconds/qt 

pH 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 

 
Water Slurry Specification 

 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

 63.5 Mud Weight 
(Density)  

API 13B-1  
Section 1 

Sand Content 
Percent by Volume 

 Volume≤ 0.5 Sand, API 13B-1, 
Section 5 
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If authorized, you may use salt water slurry. The allowable density of the slurry may be 
increased by 2 lb/ft3. 
Source: United States. California Department of Transportation Division of Engineering 
Services. Foundation Manual. 2010.  
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Table B.6 Colorado Slurry Specifications  
Mineral Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
g/ml 

Less than 1.10 
 

Less than 1.10 
 

Mud Weight 
(Density)  

API 13B-1  
Section 1 

Viscosity 
Seconds/qt 

 (Bentonite) 
30-90 seconds  

Or  
less than 20cP 

 

None Specified Marsh Funnel and 
Cup 

API 13B-1 
Section 2.2 

pH 8 – 10.5 8 – 10.5 pH indicator 
paper  

Strips or 
electrical  
pH meter  

 

Sand Content 
Percent by Volume 

Less than 5%  
 

Less than 5%  
 

Screen 

 
Polymer Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
g/ml 

No specification for Polymer Slurries 
Viscosity 

Seconds/qt 
pH 

Sand Content 
Percent by Volume 

Source: United States. Colorado Department of Transportation. Permanent Changes to 
Project Dated Special Provisions, Revision of Section 503. 2006. 
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Table B.7 Connecticut Slurry Specifications  
Mineral Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

64.3* – 69.1* 64.3* - 75.0* Density Balance 

Viscosity 
Seconds/qt 

28 – 45 28 – 45 Marsh Funnel 

pH 8 – 11 8 – 11 pH paper, pH meter 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
N/A N/A N/A 

*   Increase by 2 lb/ft3 in salt water. 
 
Polymer Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

Connecticut has no polymer slurry specifications. 
 
“If polymer slurry, or blended mineral-polymer slurry, is 
proposed, the Contractor’s slurry management plan shall include 
detailed provisions for controlling the quality of the slurry, 
including tests to be performed, the frequency of those tests, the 
test methods, and the maximum and/or minimum property 
requirements that must be met to ensure that the slurry meets its 
intended functions in the subsurface conditions at the construction 
site and with the construction methods that are to be used. The 
slurry management plan shall include a set of the slurry 
manufacturer’s written recommendations and shall include the 
following tests, as a minimum: Density test (API 13B-1, 
Section 1), viscosity test (Marsh funnel and cup, API 13B-1, 
Section 2.2, or approved viscometer), pH test (pH meter, pH 
paper), and sand content test (API sand content kit, API 13B-1, 
Section 5).” 

Viscosity 
Seconds/qt 

pH 

Source: United States. Connecticut Department of Transportation. Connecticut DOT 
Guide Drilled Shaft Spec. 2009.  
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Table B.8 Delaware Slurry Specifications 
Mineral Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

{kg/m3} 

63.55 – 68.51 
 

{1025 – 1105} 

63.55 – 74.41 
 

{1025 – 1200} 

Density Balance 

Viscosity 
Seconds/ft 

{Seconds/L} 

849.5 – 1359.2 
 

{30 – 48} 

849.5 – 1359.2 
 

{30 – 48} 

Marsh Cone 

pH 7 – 11 7 – 11 pH paper, pH meter 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
1 MAX 4 MAX 200 Sieve Retain 

 
Polymer Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
kg/m3 

No state specification pertaining to slurry parameters defined.  
Refers to FHWA guidelines. 

 

Viscosity 
Seconds/L 

pH 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
Source: Keith Gray (Bridge Engineer, DELDOT), email message to author, March 7, 
2009. 
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Table B.9 Florida Slurry Specifications 
Mineral Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

{kg/m3} 

64 – 73*  
66 – 75** 

{1030 – 1170*} 
{1060 – 1200**} 

N/A Mud Density 
Balance 

FM 8-RP13B-1 

Viscosity 
Seconds 

 

30 - 50 N/A Marsh Cone Method 
FM 8-RP13B-2 

pH 8 – 11 N/A Electric pH meter, 
pH paper 

FM 8-RP13B-4 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
4% or less N/A FM 8-RP13B-3 

* Fresh water @ 68°F (20°C) 
** Salt water @ 68°F (20°C) 

 
Polymer Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

{kg/m3} 

62 to 64 lb/ft3  
(fresh water)  

64 to 66 lb/ft3  
(salt water)  

62 to 64 lb/ft3  
(fresh water)  

64 to 66 lb/ft3  
(salt water) 

Mud Density 
Balance 

FM 8-RP13B-1 

Viscosity 
Seconds/qt 

{Seconds/L} 

Range Published By 
The Manufacturer 

for Materials 
Excavated  

 

Range Published By 
The Manufacturer 

for Materials 
Excavated  

 

Marsh Cone Method 
FM 8-RP13B-2 

pH Range Published By 
The Manufacturer 

for Materials 
Excavated  

 

Range Published By 
The Manufacturer 

for Materials 
Excavated  

 

Electric pH meter, 
pH paper 

FM 8-RP13B-4 

Sand Content 
Percent by Volume 

0.5% or less  
 

0.5% or less  
 

FM 8-RP13B-3 

a. Range of results at 68° F 
b. The Engineer will not allow polymer slurries during construction of drilled shafts for 

bridge foundations. 
c. Materials manufactured expressly for use as polymer slurry for drilled shafts may be 

used as slurry for drilled shaft excavations up to 60 inches in diameter installed to 
support mast arms, cantilever signs, overhead truss signs, high mast light poles or 
other miscellaneous structures. 
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d.  A representative of the manufacturer must be on-site or available for immediate 
contact to assist and guide the construction of the first three drilled shafts at no 
additional cost to the Department. 

e. Use polymer slurry only if the soils below the casing are not classified as organic, 
and the pH of the fluid in the hole can be maintained in accordance with the 
manufacturer’s published recommendations. 

Source: United States. Florida Department of Transportation . Standard 
Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction. 2014.  
 



141 

Table B.10 Georgia Slurry Specifications  
Mineral Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

{kg/m3} 

66 – 73 
 

{1060 – 1170} 

N/A N/A 

Viscosity 
Seconds/qt 

{Seconds/L} 

30 – 45 
 

{32 – 48} 

N/A Marsh Funnel 

pH 8 – 11 N/A N/A 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
N/A 4% N/A 

a. Perform sand content tests on slurry samples taken from the bottom of the shaft 
after placement of the reinforcing cage, but immediately before pouring concrete.  
Do not place concrete until all testing produces acceptable results. 

b. If sidewalls are unstable, or if artesian flow is present, use a weighing additive to 
increase the slurry density 

c. pH may be adjusted with soda ash. 
d. When sand content exceeds 4%, desanding or other equipment must be used. 
e. Tests must be performed at 39°F (4°C), slurry temperature. 

 
Polymer Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

{kg/m3} 

64 – 67 
{1025 – 1073} 

N/A N/A 

Viscosity 
Seconds/qt 

{Seconds/L} 

30 – 125 
{32 – 132} 

N/A Marsh Funnel 

pH 8 – 11 N/A N/A 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
N/A ≤1 N/A 

A weighing additive may be used to increase the density of the polymer slurry if the 
sidewalls are unstable or if artesian flow is present. 
Source: United States. State of Georgia Department of Transportation. Special Provision 
Section 524 – Drilled Caisson Foundations. 2006.  
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Table B.11 Hawaii Slurry Specifications 
Mineral Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

{kg/m3} 

Slurry Drilling is not permitted* 
Viscosity 

Seconds/qt 
{Seconds/L} 

pH 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
 
Polymer Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

{kg/m3} 

Slurry Drilling is not permitted* 
Viscosity 

Seconds/qt 
{Seconds/L} 

pH 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
*Wet Construction Method – This method includes using water to maintain stability of 
shaft perimeter while advancing excavation to final depth, and placing reinforcing cage 
and shaft concrete.  
Reuse drilling water only if permitted by the Engineer and contingent upon control of 
unit weight to no more than 62.5 pounds per cubic foot and Marsh funnel viscosity to not 
more than 27 seconds per quart, at  the time drilling water is introduce into the borehole. 
Source: United States. State of Hawaii Department of Transportation. Standard 
Specifications. 2005. 
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Table B.12 Idaho Slurry Specifications Special Provisions  
Mineral Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

 

64 to 75 
 
 

N/A Mud Weight  
(Density) 

API 13b-1,Section 1
Viscosity 

Seconds/qt 
 

26 to 50 
 
 

N/A Marsh Funnel 
API 13b-1,  
Section 2.2 

pH 8 – 11 N/A N/A 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
N/A 4.0 Max Sand API 13b-1 

Section 5 
Quality control testing will be by the contractor.  Slurry temperature shall be at 
least 40°F when tested. 

 
Polymer Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
kg/m3 

No specifications pertaining to slurry parameters available at time 
of study. 

 

Viscosity 
Seconds/L 

pH 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
 
Source: United States Idaho Transportation Department. Special Provision S501-20A SP 
Bridge-Drilled Shaft -2013. 
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Table B.13 Illinois Slurry Specifications 
Mineral Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
kg/m3 

No specifications pertaining to slurry parameters available. 
 

Viscosity 
Seconds/L 

pH 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
 
Polymer Slurry Specifications  

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
kg/m3 

No specifications pertaining to slurry parameters available. 
 

Viscosity 
Seconds/L 

pH 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
Source: United States. Illinois Department of Transportation. Standard Specifications for 
Bridge Construction. 2012.  
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Table B.14 Indiana Slurry Specifications 
Mineral Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

 

64.3 - 69.1 
 
 

N/A Density Balance 

Viscosity 
Seconds/qt 

 

28 - 45 
 
 

N/A Marsh Cone 

pH 8 – 11 N/A pH paper or meter 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
N/A N/A N/A 

 
Polymer Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
kg/m3 

Drilled shafts not permitted. 
Viscosity 
Seconds/L 

pH 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
Source: United States. Indiana Department of Transportation. Standard Specifications. 
728-B-203 Drilled Shaft Foundations 2013 
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Table B.15 Iowa Slurry Specifications 
Mineral Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

{kg/m3} 

64 – 75 
 

{1030 – 1200} 

64 – 75 
 

{1030 – 1200} 

Slurry Density 
Materials I.M. 387 

Viscosity 
Seconds/gal 

{Sec./L} 

104 - 201 
 

(27.5 – 53)  

104 - 201 
 

(27.5 – 53)  

Marsh Funnel and 
Cup 

Materials I.M. 387 
pH 8 – 11 8 – 11 pH paper 

Sand Content 
Percent by Volume 

≤ 4 ≤ 4 Sand Content Test 
Materials I.M. 387 

 
Polymer Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

{kg/m3} 

62-63 
 

{995 – 1010} 

62-63 
 

{995 – 1010} 

Slurry Density 
Materials I.M. 387 

Viscosity 
Seconds/gal 

{Sec./L} 

136-227 (36-60) 
231-252 (61-66.5) 
(dry sand/gravel)  

136-227 (36-60) 
231-252 (61-66.5) 
(dry sand/gravel) 

Marsh Funnel and 
Cup 

Materials I.M. 387 
pH 8 – 11 8 – 11 pH paper 

Sand Content 
Percent by Volume 

< 2 < 2 Sand Content Test 
Materials I.M. 387 

Source: United States. Iowa Department of Transportation. Standard Specifications 2012.  
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Table B.16 Kansas Slurry Specifications 
Mineral Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
kg/m3 

Drilled shafts permitted but no specifications pertaining to slurry 
parameters available. 

 

Viscosity 
Seconds/L 

pH 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
 
Polymer Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
kg/m3 

Drilled shafts permitted but no specifications pertaining to slurry 
parameters available. 

 

Viscosity 
Seconds/L 

pH 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
Source: United States. Kansas Department of Transportation. Standard Specifications for 
State Road and Bridge Construction. 2007. 
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 Table B.17 Kentucky Slurry Specifications 
Mineral Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
kg/m3 

No state specification pertaining to slurry parameters defined. 
Refer to FHWA Guidelines 

 

Viscosity 
Seconds/L 

pH 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
 
Polymer Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
kg/m3 

No state specification pertaining to slurry parameters defined. 
Viscosity 
Seconds/L 

pH 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
Source: United States. Kentucky Transportation Cabinet. Special Note 11C for 
Excavation and Embankment. 2008. 
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Table B.18 Louisiana Slurry Specifications 
Mineral Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

{kg/m3} 

64.3 – 69.1 
 

{1030 – 1107} 
(fresh water) 

64.3 – 75.0 
 

{1030 – 1202} 
(fresh water) 

Mud Balance 
API 13B 
Section 1 

Viscosity 
Seconds 

28 – 45 
 

N/A 
 

Marsh Funnel 
API 13B Section 2 

pH 8 – 11 8 – 11 pH paper, pH meter 
API 13B 
Section 6 

Sand Content 
Percent by Volume 

4 4 Sand Screen Set 
API 13B 
Section 4 

a. Slurry shall not stand for more than 4 hours in the excavation without agitation. 
 

Polymer Slurry Specifications 
Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density lb/ft3 

(kg/m3) 
63-64 

(1010-1026) 
(fresh water) 

63-64 
(1010-1026) 
(fresh water) 

Mud Balance 
(API 13B- Sec 1) 

Viscosity 
Seconds 

45 MIN 
 

N/A Marsh Funnel 
(API 13B- Sec 2) 

pH 8 – 10 8 - 10 pH Paper 
pH Meter 

(API 13B-Sec6) 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
1 MAX 1 MAX Sand Screen Set 

(API 13B- Sec 4) 
a. The slurry shall not stand for more than 4 hours in the excavation without 

agitation 
Source: United States. Louisiana Department of Transportation. Drilled Shaft Inspection 
Manual, Shaft Construction. 2006. 
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Table B.19 Maine Slurry Specifications 
Mineral Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
kg/m3 

Drilled shafts permitted but no specifications pertaining to slurry 
parameters available. 

 

Viscosity 
Seconds/L 

pH 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
 
Polymer Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
kg/m3 

Drilled shafts permitted but no specifications pertaining to slurry 
parameters available. 

 

Viscosity 
Seconds/L 

pH 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
Source: United States. Maine Department of Transportation. Standard Specifications. 
2002. 
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Table B.20 Maryland Slurry Specifications 
Mineral Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
kg/m3 

No specifications pertaining to slurry parameters available. 
Viscosity 
Seconds/L 

pH 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
 
Polymer Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
kg/m3 

No specifications pertaining to slurry parameters available. 
Viscosity 
Seconds/L 

pH 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
Source: United States. Maryland Department of Transportation. Standard Specifications 
for Construction and Materials. 2008.  
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Table B.21 Massachusetts Slurry Specifications 
Mineral Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

{ kg/m3} 

64-75 
 

{1030-1200} 

64-75 
 

{1030-1200} 

Mud Density 
API 13B- Sec. 1 

Viscosity 
Seconds/qt 
{Sec./L} 

26-50 
 

{27.5-53} 

26-50 
 

{27.5-53} 

Marsh Funnel and 
Cup  

API 13B- Sec. 2.2 
pH 8 – 11 8 - 11 Glass Electrode, pH 

Paper, pH Meter 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
4 MAX 4 MAX Sand Content 

API 13B- Sec 5 
* To be increased by 2 lb/ft3 (32 kg/m3) in salt water or brackish water.  
 
Polymer Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

{kg/m3} 

Natural or synthetic slurry shall have specific properties at the 
time of mixing and of concreting that are in conformance with the 
written recommendations of the manufacturer and the Contractor’s 
Drilled Shaft Installation Plan. The Contractor shall perform the 
required tests at the specified frequency and shall provide slurry 
that complies with the maximum and/or minimum property 
requirements for the subsurface conditions at the site and with the 
construction methods that are used. Whatever product is used, the 
sand content at the base of the shaft excavation shall not exceed 
1% when measured by the API sand content test, immediately 
prior to concreting. 

Viscosity 
Seconds/qt 

{Seconds/L} 
pH 

Sand Content 
Percent by Volume 

 
Water Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

The use of water slurry without full length steel casings will only 
be allowed if approved in writing by the Engineer. In that case, all 
of the properties of mineral slurry shall be met, except that the 
maximum density shall not exceed 70 lb/ft3 (1120 kg/m3). 
Mixtures of water and on-site soils shall not be allowed for use as 
a drilling slurry, since particulate matter falls out of suspension 
easily and can contaminate the concrete.  

Viscosity 
Seconds/qt 

pH 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
Source: United States. Massachusetts Department of Transportation. Standard 
Specifications. 2012. 
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Table B.22 Michigan Slurry Specifications 
Polymer Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

< 63 < 63 Density Balance 

Viscosity 
Seconds/qt 

33-43 33-43 Marsh Cone 

pH 8 – 11 8-11 pH meter, pH paper 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
< 1 < 1 API 13B-1 

a. Slurry temperature shall be at least 40°F when tested. 
b. Use of mineral slurry in sat water installations will not be allowed. 

 
Source: United States. Michigan Department of Transportation. Standard Specifications 
for Construction. 2012. 
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Table B.23 Minnesota Slurry Specifications 
Mineral Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

{kg/m3} 

64.3 – 69.1 
 

{1030 – 1107} 

64.3 – 75.0 
 

{1030 – 1201} 

Density Balance 

Viscosity 
Seconds/qt 

{Seconds/L} 

28 – 45 
 

{30 – 48} 

28 – 45 
 

{30 – 48} 

Marsh Cone 

pH 8 – 11 8 – 11 pH paper, pH meter 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
N/A N/A N/A 

 
Polymer Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

{kg/m3} 

 
 

No specifications pertaining to slurry parameters available. 
Viscosity 

Seconds/qt 
{Seconds/L} 

pH 
a. Mineral slurries shall be employed in the drilling process unless other drilling 

fluids are approved by the Engineer. 
Source: United States. Minnesota Department of Transportation. Standard Bridge Special 
Provisions. 2005. 
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Table B.24 Mississippi Slurry Specifications 
Mineral Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

{kg/m3} 

64.3* – 69.1* 
 

{1030* – 1105*} 

64.3* – 75.0* 
 

{1030** – 1200*} 

Density Balance 

Viscosity 
Seconds/qt 

{Seconds/L} 

28 – 45 
 

{30 – 48} 

28 – 45 
 

{30 – 48} 

Marsh Cone 

pH 8 – 11 8 – 11 pH paper, pH meter 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
N/A N/A N/A 

* Increase by 2 lb/ft3 (30 kg/m3) in salt water. 
a. Tests should be performed when slurry temperature is above 41°F (5°C). 
b. If desanding is required, sand content shall not exceed 4% (by volume) at any 

point in the borehole as determined by the American Petroleum Institute sand 
content test. 

 
Polymer Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

{kg/m3} Mineral slurries shall be employed when slurry is used in the 
drilling process, unless other drilling fluids are approved in 

writing by the Engineer. No Polymer Specification Available. 
Viscosity 

Seconds/qt 
{Seconds/L} 

pH 
Source:United States. Mississippi Department of Transportation. Special Provision No. 
907-803-18M, Deep Foundations. 2007. 
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Table B.25 Missouri Slurry Specifications 
Mineral Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

{kg/m3} 

63.5 – 66.8 
 

{1017 – 1129} 

63.5 – 70.5 
 

{1017 – 1129} 

Density Balance 

Viscosity 
Seconds/qt 

{Seconds/L} 

32 – 60 
 

{34 – 60} 

32 – 60 
 

{34 – 60} 

Marsh Funnel 

pH 8 – 10 8 – 11 pH paper, pH meter 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
<4 <10 API Sand Content 

Kit 
Maximum Contact 

Time* 
Hours 

N/A 4 N/A 

a. All values without agitation and sidewall cleaning. 
b. Higher viscosities may be required to maintain excavation stability in loose or 

gravelly sand deposits. 
c. All values for freshwater without additives. 

 
Polymer Slurry Specifications 

Emulsified Polymer 
 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

{kg/m3} 

< 63 
{1009} 

< 63 
{1009} 

Density Balance 

Viscosity 
Seconds/qt 

{Seconds/L} 

33 – 43* 
{35 – 45}* 

33 – 43* 
{35 – 45}* 

Marsh Funnel 

pH 8 - 11 8 - 11 pH Paper or pH 
Meter 

Sand Content 
Percent by Volume 

< 1 < 1 API Sand Content 
Kit 

Maximum Contact 
Time Without 
Agitation and 

Sidewall Cleaning 

 
 

72 hrs 

 

*Higher viscosities may be required to maintain excavation stability in loose or gravelly 
sand deposits. 
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Dry Polymer 
 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

{kg/m3} 

< 63 
{1009} 

< 63 
{1009} 

Density Balance 

Viscosity 
Seconds/qt 

{Seconds/L} 

50 – 80* 
{53 – 85}* 

50 – 80* 
{53 – 85}* 

Marsh Funnel 

pH 7 - 11 7 - 11 pH Paper or pH 
Meter 

Sand Content 
Percent by Volume 

< 1 < 1 API Sand Content 
Kit 

Maximum Contact 
Time Without 
Agitation and 

Sidewall Cleaning 

 
 

72 hrs 

 

*Higher viscosities may be required to maintain excavation stability in loose or gravelly 
sand deposits. 

a. All values for freshwater without additives. 
Source:United States. Missouri Department of Transportation. Supplemental 
Specifications to 2013 Missouri Standard Specifications for Highway Construction. 2013.  
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Table B.26 Montana Slurry Specifications 
Mineral Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
kg/m3 

Mineral slurry use not permitted. 
Viscosity 
Seconds/L 

pH 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
 
Polymer Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
kg/m3 

Slurry must be in conformance with Manufacturer’s 
recommendations 

Viscosity 
Seconds/L 

pH 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
The following synthetic slurries are approved as slurry systems: 
Product Manufacturer 
Novagel Geo-Tech Services, LLC 
 220 North Zapata Highway, Suite 11A 
 Laredo, TX  78043-4464 
 
ShorePac GCV CETCO 
 1500 West Shure Drive 
 Arlington Heights IL, 60004 
 
SlurryPro CDP KB International, LLC 
 Suite 216, 735 Broad Street 
 Chattanooga, TN  37402-1855 
 
Super Mud* PDS Company 
 8140 East Rosecrans Ave. 
 Paramount, CA  90723-2754 
*Approval as a product applies to the liquid product only. 
Submit other proposed synthetic slurry products for approval. Submit proposed additives 
for approval. 
Source: United States. Montana Department of Transportation. Special Provisions: 
Synthetic Slurry for Drilled Shafts. 2011. 
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Table B.27 Nebraska Slurry Specifications 
Mineral Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

 
 
 

Mineral slurry not allowed without engineer approval. 
Viscosity 

Seconds/qt 
pH 

Sand Content 
Percent by Volume 

 
Polymer Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

 
 
 

Manufacturer specifications required upon engineer approval. 
Viscosity 

Seconds/qt 
pH 

Sand Content 
Percent by Volume 

Source: Jordan Larsen (Nebraska Department of Roads Bridge Foundation Engineer) in 
discussion with author, August 2013 
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Table B.28 Nevada Slurry Specifications 
Mineral Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

{kN/m3} 

64.0-68.8 
 

{10.1-10.8} 

64.0-74.6 
 

{10.1-11.8} 

Density Method 
API 13B-1  
Section 1 

Viscosity* 
Seconds/qt 

28 – 45 
 

28 – 45 
 

Marsh Funnel and 
Cup 

API 13B-1 Section 
2.2 

pH 8 – 11 8 – 11 pH paper, Glass 
Electrode pH meter 

Sand Content 
Percent by Volume 

4 MAX 4 MAX N/A 

* The Marsh Funnel Test is conducted using one quart of fluid, not one liter. 
a. Testing shall be performed when the slurry temperature is above 40°F (4°C).   
b. The sand content shall not exceed 4% (by volume) at any point in the bore hole as 

determined by the American Petroleum Institute sand content test. 
 

Polymer Slurry Specifications 
Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

{kN/m3} No specifications pertaining to slurry parameters available at time 
of study. 

 
Viscosity* 
Seconds/qt 

pH 
Source:United States. Nevada Department of Transportation. Standard Specifications for 
Road and Bridge Construction. 2001. 
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Table B.29 New Hampshire Slurry Specifications 
Mineral Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

{kN/m3} 

64.3 – 69.1* 
 

{410 – 440*} 

64.3 – 75.0* 
 

{410 – 478*} 

Density Balance 

Viscosity 
Seconds/qt 

{Seconds/0.945L} 

28 – 45 
 

{28 – 45} 

28 – 45 
 

{28 – 45} 

Marsh Funnel 

pH 8 – 11 8 – 11 pH paper, pH meter 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
N/A N/A N/A 

* Upper limit assumes that the slurry is being reused after having been treated.  
Initial mixing of mineral powder and fresh water should be no higher than 65.5 
lb/ft3 (717 kN/m3) unless additional density is obtained with weighting agents.  
Increase by 2 lb/ft3 (12.5 kN/m3) in salt water. 

 
Polymer Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

{kN/m3} 

64.3 – 69.1* 
 

{410 – 440*} 

64.3 – 75.0* 
 

{410 – 478*} 

Density Balance 

Viscosity 
Seconds/qt 

{Seconds/0.945L} 

28 – 45 
 

{28 – 45} 

28 – 45 
 

{28 – 45} 

Marsh Funnel 

pH 8 – 11 8 – 11 pH paper, pH meter 
* Upper limit assumes that the slurry is being reused after having been treated.  
Initial mixing of mineral powder and fresh water should be no higher than 65.5 lb/ft3 
(717 kN/m3) unless additional density is obtained with weighting agents.  Increase by 
2 lb/ft3 (12.5 kN/m3) in salt water. 

Source: United States. New Hampshire Department of Transportation. Standard 
Specifications. 2010.  
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Table B.30 New Jersey Slurry Specifications 
Mineral Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

64.3 – 69.1* 64.3 – 75.0* Mud Balance 
API 13B 

ASTM D 4380 
Viscosity 

Seconds/qt 
28 – 45* 28 – 45* Marsh Funnel and 

Cup 
API 13B 
Section 2 

pH 8 – 11 8 – 11 pH paper, Glass-
Electrode pH meter 

API 13B 
Section 6 

Sand Content 
Percent by Volume 

4 MAX 4 MAX Sand Screen Set 
API 13B Section 4 

ASTM D 4381 
* Increase by 2 lb/ft3 in salt water. 
a. Perform tests when slurry temperature is above 40°F. 
b. Ensure that the sand content does not exceed 4% (by volume) at any point in the 

borehole as determined by the API sand content test when the slurry is introduced. 
c. Perform tests to determine density, viscosity and pH value during the shaft 

excavation to establish a consistent working pattern.  Perform a minimum of 4 
sets of tests during the first 8 hours of slurry use.  When the results show 
consistent behavior, the Contractor may decrease the testing frequency to 1 set per 
every 4 hours of slurry use. 

d. One sec/qt = 1.06 sec/L. 
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Polymer Slurry Specifications 
Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

{kg/m3} 

 
 
 
 

No specifications pertaining to slurry 
parameters available. 

API 13B-1, Section 
1 

Viscosity 
Seconds/qt 

{Seconds/L} 

(Marsh funnel and 
cup, API 13B-1), 

Section 2.2 or 
approved 

viscometer 
pH pH meter, pH paper 

Sand Content 
Percent by Volume 

API sand content 
kit, API 13B-1, 

Section 5 
 
Provide a slurry management plan to the RE that includes a set of the slurry 
manufacturer’s written recommendations and results of the following tests, as a 
minimum:  

1. Density Test (API 13B-1, Section 1). 
2. Viscosity Test (Marsh funnel and cup, API 13B-1), Section 2.2 or approved 

viscometer. 
3. pH Test (pH meter, pH paper). 
4. Sand Content Test (API sand content kit, API 13B-1, Section 5). 

Also include the tests to be performed, the frequency of those tests, the test methods, and 
the maximum and minimum property requirements that must be met to ensure that the 
slurry meets its intended functions. Ensure that all test reports are signed, and provide 
them to the RE on completion of each drilled shaft. 
 
Source: United States. New Jersey Department of Transportation. Standard 
Specifications for Road and Bridge Construction. 2007. 
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Table B.31 New Mexico Slurry Specifications 
Mineral Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

N/A 64.0 – 75.0 Density Balance 

Viscosity 
Seconds/qt 

28 – 45 N/A Marsh Cone 

pH 8 – 10 8 – 10 pH paper 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
N/A 0 – 4 API Method 

a. Perform tests when the slurry temperature is above 40 °F. 
b. Premix the slurry according to the manufacturer’s directions.  Prevent the slurry 

from “setting up” in the shaft.  Dispose of the slurry offsite in accordance with 
Section 107.14.8, “Disposal of Other Materials and Debris.” 

 
Polymer Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

62.4 - 64 62.4 - 64 Density Balance 

Viscosity 
Seconds/qt 

50-120 50-120 Marsh Cone 

pH 8 – 11.7 8 – 11.7 pH paper 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
0-1 0 – 1 API Method 

a. Premix the slurry according to the manufacturer’s directions.  Prevent the slurry 
from “setting up” in the shaft.  Dispose of the slurry offsite in accordance with 
Section 107.14.8, “Disposal of Other Materials and Debris.” 

b. Perform tests when the slurry temperature is above 40 °F. 
c. Table pertains to Emulsified or Dry Phpa Polymer 

 
Source: United States. New Mexico State Department of Transportation. Standard 
Specifications for Highway and Bridge Construction. 2007.  
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Table B.32 New York Slurry Specifications 
Mineral Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
kg/m3 

1030 – 1106 1030 – 1200 Density Balance 

Viscosity 
Seconds/L 

29 – 48 29 – 48 Marsh Cone 

pH 8 – 11 8 – 11 pH paper, pH meter 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
N/A N/A N/A 

 
Polymer Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
kg/m3 

Polymer Slurry. Provide a polymer slurry with sufficient 
viscosity and gel characteristics to hold the hole open, and 
transport excavated material to a suitable screening system. 

Polymer slurry may be made from PHPA (emulsified), vinyl (dry), 
or natural polymers. Desand the polymer slurry so that the sand 

content is less than 1 percent (by volume) prior to concrete 
placement, as determined by the American Petroleum Institute 

sand content test. 

Viscosity 
Seconds/L 

pH 

Source: United States. New York State Department of Transportation. Standard 
Specifications. 2008.  
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Table B.33 North Carolina Slurry Specifications 
Define “slurry” as bentonite or polymer slurry. Mix bentonite clay or synthetic polymer 
with water to form bentonite or polymer slurry.  
Bentonite Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

 

64.3 – 72 
 
 

64.3 – 72 
 
 

Mud Weight 
API RPb13B-1 

Section 4 
Viscosity 

Seconds/qt 
 

28 – 50 28 – 50 Marsh Funnel and 
Cup 

API RPb13B-1 
Section 6.2 

pH 8 – 11 8 – 11 Glass Electrode pH 
meter  

API RPb 13B-1 
Section 9 

Sand Content 
Percent by Volume 

Vol≤4 Vol≤2 Sand 
API RPb 13B-1 

Section 9 
a. Slurry temperature of at least 40°F (4.4°C) required. 
b. American National Standards Institute/ American Petroleum Institute 

Recommended Practice 
c. Increase density requirements by 2 lb/ft3 in salt water 
d. pH paper is also acceptable for measuring pH. 

 
Polymer Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

 

≤64 ≤64 Mud Weight 
API RPb 13B-1 

Section 4 
Viscosity 

Seconds/qt 
 

32 – 135 32 - 135 Marsh Funnel and 
Cup 

API RPb 13B-1 
Section 6.2 

pH 8 – 11.5 8 – 11.5 Glass Electrode pH 
meter API RPb 

Section 11 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
≤0.5 ≤0.5 Sand 

API RPb 13B-1 
Section 9 

a. Slurry temperature of at least 40°F (4.4°C) required. 
b. American National Standards Institute/ American Petroleum Institute 

Recommended Practice 
c. Increase density requirements by 2 lb/ft3 in salt water 
d. pH paper is also acceptable for measuring pH. 
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The following polymer slurries are approved for use: 
Product     Manufacturer 
Shore Pac     CETCO Construction Drilling Products 

2870 Forbs Avenue 
Hoffman Estates, IL 60192 
(800) 527-9948 

https://connect.ncdot.gov/resources/Geological/Lists/GEOTechApprvlList/Attachments/2
/SHORE%20PAC%20Technical%20Data.pdf 
Terragel     Geo-Tech Services, LLC 
      220 North Zapata Highway 
      Suite 11A-449A 
      Laredo, TX 78043 
      (210) 259-6386 
https://connect.ncdot.gov/resources/Geological/Lists/GEOTechApprvlList/Attachments/3
2/Terragel%20Technical%20Data.pdf 
SlurryPro CDP    KB International, LLC 
      735 Broad Street 
      Suite 209 
      Chattanooga, TN 37402 
      (423) 266-6964 
https://connect.ncdot.gov/resources/Geological/Lists/GEOTechApprvlList/Attachments/3
/SlurryPro%20CDP%20Technical%20Data.pdf 
Super Mud     PDS Co., Inc. 
      105 West Sharp Street 
      El Dorado, AR 71731 
      (800) 243-4755 
https://connect.ncdot.gov/resources/Geological/Lists/GEOTechApprvlList/Attachments/4
/Super%20Mud%20Technical%20Data.pdf 
Super Mud Dry     PDS Co., Inc. 
      105 West Sharp Street 
      El Dorado, AR 71731 
      (800) 243-475 
https://connect.ncdot.gov/resources/Geological/Lists/GEOTechApprvlList/Attachments/5
/Super%20Mud%20Dry%20Technical%20Data.pdf 
 
Source: United States. North Carolina Department of Transportation. Standard 
Specifications. 2012. 
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Table B.34 North Dakota Slurry Specifications 
Mineral Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
kg/m3 

No specifications pertaining to slurry parameters available at time 
of study. 

 

Viscosity 
Seconds/L 

pH 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume  
 
Polymer Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
kg/m3 

No specifications pertaining to slurry parameters available at time 
of study. 

 

Viscosity 
Seconds/L 

pH 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
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Table B.35 Ohio Slurry Specifications 
Mineral Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

{kg/m3} 

64.3 – 69.1 

{1030 – 1107} 

64.3 – 75.0 
 

{1030 – 1201} 

Density Balance 

Viscosity 
Seconds/qt 

{Seconds/L} 

28 – 45 
 

{30 – 48} 

28 – 45 
 

{30 – 48} 

Marsh Cone 

pH 8 – 11 8 – 11 pH paper, pH meter 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
N/A N/A N/A 

a. Range of values for 68°F. 
 
Polymer Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

{kg/m3} 

Only use polymer slurry after demonstrating to the Engineer that 
the stability of the hole perimeter can be maintained while 
advancing the excavation to its final depth by excavating a trial 
hole of the same diameter and depth as that of the production 
shafts. Use the same polymer slurry in the trial hole as proposed 
for the production shafts. If using different sizes of the shafts at 
the project, use the same size trial hole as that of the largest 
diameter shaft, except the depth of the trial hole need not be more 
than 40 feet (12 meters). Only one trial hole per project is 
required. Do not use the trial hole excavation for a production 
shaft. After completing the trial hole excavation, fill the hole with 
sand. The acceptance of the polymer slurry does not relieve the 
Contractor of responsibility to maintain the stability of the 
excavation. Polymer slurry shall conform to the manufacturer‟s  
requirements. 

Viscosity 
Seconds/qt 

{Seconds/L} 
pH 

Source: Ohio Department of Transportation. Construction and Material Specifications. 
2013.  
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Table B.36 Oklahoma Slurry Specifications 
Mineral Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

{kg/m3} 

64.3 – 69.1 
 

{1030 – 1107} 

64.3 – 75.0 
 

{1030 – 1200} 

Density Balance 

Viscosity 
Seconds/qt 

{Seconds/L} 

28 – 45 
 

{30 – 48} 

28 – 45 
 

{30 – 48} 

Marsh Cone 

pH 8 – 11 8 – 11 pH paper, pH meter 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
N/A N/A N/A 

    a.    Perform tests when slurry temperature is above 40°F [4°C] 
    b.    Density values are for fresh water.  Increase density values 2.0 lb/ft3 [32 kg/m3] 
for salt water 
 
Polymer Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

{kg/m3} 

62.4 – 63 
 

{1000 – 1010} 

62.4 – 63.5 
 

{1000 – 1017} 

Density Balance 

Viscosity 
Seconds/qt 

{Seconds/L} 

30 – 40 
 

{32 – 42} 

30 – 40 
 

{32 – 42} 

Marsh Cone 

pH 9 – 11 9 – 11 pH paper, pH meter 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
< 1 < 1 N/A 

    a.    Perform tests when slurry temperature is above 40°F [4°C] 
    b.    Density values are for fresh water.  Increase density values 2.0 lb/ft3 [32 kg/m3] 
for salt water 
Source: United States. Oklahoma Department of Transportation. Standard Specifications 
Book. 2009. 
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Table B.37 Oregon Slurry Specifications 
Mineral Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

64 – 75 64 – 75 Mud Density 
API 13B-1 
Section 1 

Viscosity 
Seconds/qt 

26 – 50 26 – 50 Marsh Funnel and 
Cup 

API 13B-1 
Section 2.2 

pH 8 – 11 8 – 11 pH paper, pH meter, 
Glass Electrode 

Sand Content 
Percent by Volume 

4 MAX 4 MAX Sand 
API 13B-1 
Section 5 

a. Maintain slurry temperature at 40°F or more during testing. 
 

Polymer Slurry Specifications 
Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

(b) Synthetic Slurries - Select synthetic slurries from the QPL. 
Use synthetic slurries according to the manufacturer’s 

recommendations and the Contractor’s quality control plan. The 
sand content of synthetic slurry shall be less than 2.0 percent (API 
13B-1, Section 5) prior to final cleaning and immediately prior to 

concrete placement. 

Viscosity 
Seconds/qt 

pH 

Sand Content 
Percent by Volume 

<2 <2 Sand 
API 13B-1 
Section 5 

a. Maintain slurry temperature at 40°F or more during testing. 
 

Water Slurry 
Water may be used as slurry when casing is used for the entire length of the drilled shaft. 
Use of water slurry without full-length casing will only be allowed with the Engineer’s 
approval. 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

70 MAX 70 MAX Mud Density 
API 13B-1 
Section 1 

Sand Content 
Percent by Volume 

2 MAX 2 MAX Sand 
API 13B-1 
Section 5 

a. Do not use blended slurries. 
Source: United States. Oregon Department of Transportation. Standard Specifications. 
2008.  



172 

Table B.38 Pennsylvania Slurry Specifications 
Mineral Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

{kg/m3} 
No specifications pertaining to slurry parameters available at time 

of study. 
 

Viscosity 
Seconds/qt 

{Seconds/L} 
pH 

Sand Content 
Percent by Volume 

 
Polymer Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

{kg/m3} 
No specifications pertaining to slurry parameters available at time 

of study. 
 

Viscosity 
Seconds/qt 

{Seconds/L} 
pH 

Sand Content 
Percent by Volume 
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Table B.39 Rhode Island Slurry Specifications  
Mineral Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

No specifications pertaining to slurry parameters available at time 
of study. 

 

Viscosity 
Seconds/qt 

pH 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
 
Polymer Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

No specifications pertaining to slurry parameters available at time 
of study. 

 

Viscosity 
Seconds/qt 

pH 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
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Table B.40 South Carolina Slurry Specifications  
Mineral Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

64.3 – 69.1 64.3 – 75.0 Density Balance 
API 13B-1 
Section 1 

Viscosity 
Seconds/qt 

28 – 45 28 – 45 Marsh Cone 
API 13B-1 
Section 2.2 

pH 8 – 11 8 – 11 pH paper, pH meter 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
N/A N/A N/A 

a. Perform tests when the slurry temperature is above 40° F. 
b. If desanding is required, do not allow sand content to exceed 4% (by volume) at 

any point in the borehole as determined by the American Petroleum Institute Sand 
Content Test (API 13B-1, Section 5). 

 
Polymer Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

64.3 – 69.1 64.3 – 75.0 Density Balance 
API 13B-1 
Section 1 

Viscosity 
Seconds/qt 

28 – 45 28 – 45 Marsh Cone 
API 13B-1 
Section 2.2 

pH 8 – 11 8 – 11 pH paper, pH meter 
Source: United States. South Carolina Department of Transportation. Standard 
Specifications for Highway Construction. 2007. 
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Table B.41 South Dakota Slurry Specifications 
Mineral Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
kg/m3 

Drilled shafts permitted but no specifications pertaining to slurry 
parameters available. 

Viscosity 
Seconds/L 

pH 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
 
Polymer Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
kg/m3 

Drilled shafts permitted but no specifications pertaining to slurry 
parameters available. 

Viscosity 
Seconds/L 

pH 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
Source: United States. South Dakota Department of Transportation. Standard 
Specifications. 2004. 
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Table B.42 Tennessee Slurry Specifications 
Mineral Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

63.5 – 66.8 63.5 – 70.5 Density Balance 

Viscosity 
Seconds/qt 

32 – 60 32 – 60 Marsh Funnel 

pH 8 – 10 8 – 10 pH paper, pH meter 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
Vol<4 Vol<10 API Sand Content 

Kit 
Maximum Contact 

Time 
Hours 

N/A N/A N/A 

 
Polymer Slurry Specifications 

Emulsified Polymer 
 Property  

(Units) 
At Time of Slurry 

Introduction 
In Hole at Time of 

Concreting 
Test 

Method 
Density 

lb/ft3 
{kg/m3} 

< 63 < 63 Density Balance 

Viscosity 
Seconds/qt 

{Seconds/L} 

33-43* 33-43* Marsh Funnel 
 

pH 8 - 11 8 - 11 pH paper or meter 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
< 1 < 1 API Sand Content 

Kit 
Maximum Contact 

Time Without 
Agitation or 

Sidewall Cleaning 

 
72 hrs 

 
72 hrs 

 

*Higher viscosities may be required to maintain excavation stability in loose or gravelly 
sand deposits. 
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Dry Polymer 
 Property  

(Units) 
At Time of Slurry 

Introduction 
In Hole at Time of 

Concreting 
Test 

Method 
Density 

lb/ft3 
{kg/m3} 

< 63 < 63 Density Balance 

Viscosity 
Seconds/qt 

{Seconds/L} 

50 – 80* 50 – 80* Marsh Funnel 
 

pH 7 - 11 7 - 11 pH paper or meter 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
< 1 < 1 API Sand Content 

Kit 
Maximum Contact 

Time Without 
Agitation or 

Sidewall Cleaning 

 
72 hrs 

 
72 hrs 

 

*Higher viscosities may be required to maintain excavation stability in loose or gravelly 
sand deposits. 
Source: United States. Tennessee Department of Transportation. Special Provisions Item 
625: Drill Shaft Specifications. 2006.  
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Table B.43 Texas Slurry Specifications 
Mineral Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Specific Gravity ≤1.10 ≤1.15  
Viscosity 

Seconds/qt 
{Seconds/L} 

N/A ≤45  

pH    
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
Vol≤1 Vol≤6  

Polymer Slurry Specifications 
Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Specific Gravity 

“Do not use PHPA (partially hydrolyzed polyacrylamide) 
polymeric slurry or any other fluid composed primarily of a 

polymer solution.” 

Viscosity 
Seconds/qt 

{Seconds/L} 
pH 

Sand Content 
Percent by Volume 

Source: United States. Texas Department of Transportation. Standard Specifications. 
2004. 
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Table B.44 Utah Slurry Specifications 
Mineral Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
kg/m3 

Slurry drilling is not permitted. 
Viscosity 
Seconds/L 

pH 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
Polymer Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
kg/m3 

Slurry drilling is not permitted. 
Viscosity 
Seconds/L 

pH 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
Source: United States. Utah Department of Transportation. Standard Specifications. 
2012. 
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Table B.45 Vermont Slurry Specifications 
Mineral Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

{kg/m3} 

64.3 – 69.1 
 

{1030 – 1107} 

64.3 – 75.0 
 

{1030 – 1201} 

Density Balance 
API 13B-1 
Section 1 

Viscosity 
Seconds/qt 

{Seconds/L} 

28 – 45 
{30 – 47} 

 

28 – 45 
{30 – 47} 

 

Marsh Cone 
API 13B-1 
Section 2.2 

pH 7 – 11 7 – 11 pH paper, pH meter 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
N/A ≤4 Sand 

API 13B-1 
Section 5 

a. These tests shall be done per the American Petroleum Institute RP 13B-1 
Standard Procedure for field testing Water Based Drilling Fluids. 

 
Polymer Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

{kg/m3} 

63 – 64 
 

{1009 – 1025} 

63 – 64 
 

{1009 – 1025} 

Density Balance 
API 13B-1 
Section 1 

Viscosity 
Seconds/qt 

{Seconds/L} 

45 min 
{48 min} 

45 min 
{48 min} 

Marsh Cone 
API 13B-1 
Section 2.2 

pH 7 – 11 7 – 11 pH paper, pH meter 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
N/A < 1 Sand 

API 13B-1 
Section 5 

 
a. These tests shall be done per the American Petroleum Institute RP 13B-1 

Standard Procedure for field testing Water Based Drilling Fluids. 
b. Range of values for polymer slurry at 68° F [20° C] 
c. The use of a blended mineral-polymer slurry is not permitted. 
d. Polymer slurry (vinyl (dry) or natural polymers) shall be made from Partially-

Hydrolyzed Polyacrylamide Polymer (PHPA) (emulsified). The polymer slurry 
product must be approved for use by the Agency. 

Source: United States. Vermont Agency of Transportation. Bennington AC NH 019-1(51) 
Construction Special Provisions. 2009. 
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Table B.46 Virginia Slurry Specifications 
Mineral Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

63 – 65 65 – 67 Mud Balance 
API 13B-1 
Section 1 

Viscosity 
Seconds/qt 

50 max. 50 max. Marsh Cone Method 
API 13B-1 
Section 2.2 

pH 8 – 10 8 – 10 pH paper, pH meter 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
0.3% max 1% max API 13B -1 

a. Density values shall be increased by two pounds per cubic foot (lb/ft3) in salt 
water. 

b. At time of concreting, sand content at any point in the drilled shaft excavation 
shall not exceed 1% (by volume); test for sand content as determined by the 
American Petroleum Institute. 

c. Minimum mixing time shall be 15 minutes. 
d. Storage time to allow for hydration shall be minimum of 4 hours. 

 
Polymer Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

63 – 65 65 – 67 Mud Balance 
API 13B-1 
Section 1 

Viscosity 
Seconds/qt 

50 max. 50 max. Marsh Cone Method 
API 13B-1 
Section 2.2 

pH 8 – 10 8 – 10 pH paper, pH meter 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
0.3% max 1% max API 13B -1 

a. Density values shall be increased by two pounds per cubic foot (lb/ft3) in salt 
water. 

b. At time of concreting, sand content at any point in the drilled shaft excavation 
shall not exceed 1% (by volume); test for sand content as determined by the 
American Petroleum Institute. 

c. Minimum mixing time shall be 15 minutes. 
d.Storage time to allow for hydration shall be minimum of 4 hours. 

Source: United States. Virginia Department of Transportation. Special Provisions for 
Drilled Shafts. 2010. 
 



182 

Table B.47 Washington Slurry Specifications 
Mineral Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

63 – 75 63 – 75 Mud Weight API 
13B-1 Section 1 

Viscosity 
Seconds/qt 

26 – 50 26 – 50 Marsh Funnel and 
Cup API 13B-1 

Section 2.2 
pH 8 – 11 8 – 11 Glass electrode, pH 

paper, pH meter 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
4 MAX 4 MAX Sand 

API 13B-1 
Section 5 

a. Use of mineral slurry in salt water installations will not be allowed. 
b. Slurry temperature shall be at least 40 F when tested. 

 
Water Slurry Specifications 

Water without site soils may be used as slurry when casing is used for the entire 
length of the drilled hole. Water slurry without full length casing may only be 
used with the approval of the Engineer. 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

65 MAX 65 MAX Mud Weight 
(Density)API 13B-1 

Section 1 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
1 MAX 1 MAX Sand 

API 13B-1 
Section 5 

Use of water slurry in salt water installations will not be allowed. 
Slurry temperature shall be at least 40ºF when tested. 
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Synthetic Slurry Specifications 

Synthetic slurries shall be used in conformance with the manufacturer’s 
recommendations and shall conform to the quality control plan specified in Section 6-
19.3(2)B, item 4. The synthetic slurry shall conform to the following requirements: 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

64 MAX 64 MAX Mud Weight API 
13B-1 Section 1 

Viscosity 
Seconds/qt 

32-135 32-135 Marsh Funnel and 
Cup API 13B-1 

Section 2.2 
pH 6 -11.5 6 -11.5 Glass electrode, pH 

paper, pH meter 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
1 MAX 1 MAX Sand 

API 13B-1 Sec 5 
 
Source: United States. Washington State Department of Transportation. Bridge Special 
Provisions. 2014. 
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Table B.48 West Virginia Slurry Specifications 
Mineral Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
kg/m3 

When the use of slurry is anticipated, details of the methods to 
mix, circulate, and de-sand slurry.  Any request to use a slurry 
displacement method for the construction of caissons shall also 
provide information for the Engineer's approval as follows: 

1. Detailed description of proposed construction method. 
2. Concrete mix, as modified for use with the slurry 

displacement method. 
3. Components and proportions in proposed slurry mixture. 
4. Tests proving slurry mixture will not degrade rock or 

interfere with bond. 
5. Methods to agitate slurry mixture prior to concrete 

placement. 
6. Methods to clean slurry mixture for re-use. 
7. Disposal methods for used slurry. 

Viscosity 
Seconds/L 

pH 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 

 
Polymer Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
kg/m3 

No specific polymer slurry specifications 
 

Viscosity 
Seconds/L 

pH 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
Source: United States. West Virginia Department of Transportation. West Virginia 
Division of Highways: Supplemental Specifications. 2000. 
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Table B.49 Wisconsin Slurry Specifications 
Mineral Slurry Specifications 

Property at 68°F 
Units 

At the Time of 
Slurry Introduction 

into the Drilled 
Shaft 

Before Concrete 
Placement in the 

Drilled Shaft 

Test Method 

Density in Fresh 
Water (lb/ft3) (a) 

64 to 69 64 to 75 Density Balance 

Viscosity 
(seconds per quart) 

28 to 45 28 to 45 Marsh Funnel 

pH 7 to 11 7 to 11 pH paper or meter 
Sand Content (%) 

(b) 
4 maximum 10 maximum 200 Sieve Retain 

 
Polymer Slurry Specifications 

Property at 68°F 
Units 

At the Time of 
Slurry Introduction 

into the Drilled 
Shaft 

Before Concrete 
Placement in the 

Drilled Shaft 

Test Method 

Density in Fresh 
Water (lb/ft3) (a) 

63 or less 63 or less Density Balance 

Viscosity 
(seconds per quart) 

50 minimum 50 minimum Marsh Funnel 

pH 8 to 11 8 to 11 pH paper or meter 
Sand Content (%) 2 maximum 10 maximum 200 Sieve Retain 

 
Source : United States. Wisconsin Department of Transportation. Standard Specification, 
2013. 
 



186 

Table B.50 Wyoming Slurry Specifications  
Mineral Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
kg/m3 

Drilled shafts permitted but no specifications pertaining to slurry 
parameters available. 

Viscosity 
Seconds/L 

pH 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
 
Polymer Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
kg/m3 

Drilled shafts permitted but no specifications pertaining to slurry 
parameters available. 

Viscosity 
Seconds/L 

pH 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
Source: United States. State of Wyoming Department of Transportation. Standard 
Specifications. 2010. 
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Table B.51 Federal Highway Administration Slurry Specifications 
Mineral Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

64.3 – 72 N/A Mud Weight 
Density Balance 

(API 13B-1) 
Viscosity 
Seconds/L 

28 – 50 N/A Marsh Funnel and 
Cup (API 13B-1) 

pH 8 – 11 N/A pH paper, pH meter 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
4 MAX N/A Sand Content 

API 13B-1 
Note: Density values shown are for fresh water. Increase density values 2 pounds per 
cubic foot for saltwater. Perform tests when slurry temperature is above 40 °F. If 
desanding is required, sand content shall not exceed 4 percent by volume at any point in 
the bore hole according to the American Petroleum Institute sand content test. 
 
Polymer Slurry Specifications 

Property 
(Units) 

At Time of Slurry 
Introduction 

In Hole at Time of 
Concreting 

Test 
Method 

Density 
lb/ft3 

≤64 N/A Mud Weight 
Density Balance 

(API 13B-1) 
Viscosity 
Seconds/L 

32 to 135 N/A Marsh Funnel and 
Cup (API 13B-1) 

pH 8 – 11.5 N/A pH paper, pH meter 
Sand Content 

Percent by Volume 
≤ 1.0 N/A Sand Content 

API 13B-1 
 
Source: United States. United States Department of Transportation Federal Highway 
Administration. Drilled Shafts: Construction Procedures and LRFD Design Methods. 
2010. 
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Figure D.2 CPT data prior to casting S1 – 40 (40 sec/qt) 
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Figure D.4 CPT data prior to casting S2- 50 (50 sec/qt) 
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Figure D.5 Puullout data fo
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Figure D.6 CPT data prior to casting S3- 40 (40 sec/qt) 
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Figure D.7 Puullout data fo
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or model shaaft S3 – 40 ((40 sec/qt) 
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Figure D.8 CPT data prior to casting S4- 90 (90 sec/qt) 
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Figure D.9 Puullout data fo
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or model shaaft S4 – 90 ((90 sec/qt) 
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Figure D.10 CPT data prior to casting S6- 90 (90 sec/qt) 
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Figure D.11 PPullout data f
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for model shhaft S6 – 90 ((90 sec/qt) 
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Figure D.12 CPT data prior to casting S7- 40 (40 sec/qt) 
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Figure D.13 PPullout data f

206 

for model shhaft S7 – 40 ((40 sec/qt) 
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Figure D.14 CPT data prior to casting S8- 50 (50 sec/qt) 
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APPENDIX E: CONE PENETRATION TEST RESULTS 
 

Phase I: P-1, P-2, P-3, B-1, B-2, and B-3 
Phase II: B-4, B-5, B-6, P-4, P-5, and P-6 
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Figure E.1 CPT sounding for Shaft P-1 (Phase I).
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Figure E.2 CPT sounding for Shaft B-2 (Phase I).
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Figure E.3 CPT sounding for Shaft P-3 (Phase I).
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Figure E.4 CPT sounding for Shaft B-1 (Phase I).
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Figure E.5 CPT sounding for Shaft P-2 (Phase I). 
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Figure E.6 CPT sounding for Shaft B-3 (Phase I). 
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Figure E.7 CPT sounding for Shaft B-4 (Phase II). 
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Figure E.8 CPT sounding for Shaft B-5 (Phase II). 
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Figure E.9 CPT sounding for Shaft B-6 (Phase II). 
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Figure E.10 CPT sounding for Shaft P-4 (Phase II). 
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Figure E.11 CPT sounding for Shaft P-5 (Phase II). 
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Figure E.12 CPT sounding for Shaft P-6 (Phase II). 
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APPENDIX F: PHASE I and II LOAD TEST RESULTS 

 
Phase I 

Shafts B-1, B-2, B-3, P-1, P-2, and P-3 
 

Phase II 
Shafts B-4, B-5, B-6, P-4, P-5, and P-6 
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Figure F.1 Load vs. Displacement data for Shaft B-1 

 

 
Figure F.2 Load vs. Displacement data for Shaft B-2 
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Figure F.3 Load vs. Displacement data for Shaft B-3 

 

 
Figure F.4 Load vs. Displacement data for Shaft P-1 
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Figure F.5 Load vs. Displacement data for Shaft P-2 

 

 
Figure F.6 Load vs. Displacement data for Shaft P-3 

 



226 
 

 
Figure F.7 Extraction data for Shaft B-1 

 

 
Figure F.8 Extraction data for Shaft B-2 

 

Dead Load 

Dead Load 
not observed 
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Figure F.9 Extraction data for Shaft B-3 

 

 
Figure F.10 Extraction data for Shaft P-1 

 

Dead Load 

Dead Load 
not observed 
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Figure F.11 Extraction data for Shaft P-2 

 

 
Figure F.12 Extraction data for Shaft P-3 

Dead Load 

Dead Load 
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Figure F.13 Load vs. Displacement data for Shaft B-4 

 
Figure F.14 Load vs. Displacement data for Shaft B-5 
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Figure F.15 Load vs. Displacement data for Shaft B-6 

 
Figure F.16 Load vs. Displacement data for Shaft P-4 
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Figure F.17 Load vs. Displacement data for Shaft P-5 

 
Figure F.18 Load vs. Displacement data for Shaft P-6 
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Figure F.19 Extraction data for Shaft B-4 

 
Figure F.20 Extraction data for Shaft B-5 
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Figure F.21 Extraction data for Shaft B-6 

 
Figure F.22 Extraction data for Shaft P-4 
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Figure F.23 Extraction data for Shaft P-5 

 
Figure F.24 Extraction data for Shaft P-6 
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APPENDIX G: PHASE I and II EXTRACTED SHAFT IMAGES 
 

Phase I 
Shafts B-1, B-3, P-1, P-2, and P-3 

 
Phase II 

Shafts B-4, B-5, B-6, P-4, P-5, and P-6 
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Figure 0.1 Shaft B-1 top, toe, side view top, middle, bottom (from top to bottom). 
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Figure 0.2 Shaft B-3 top, toe, side view top, middle, bottom (from top to bottom). 
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Figure 0.3 Shaft P-1 top, toe, side view top, middle, bottom (from top to bottom). 
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Figure 0.4 Shaft P-2 top, toe, side view top, middle, bottom (from top to bottom). 
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Figure 0.5 Shaft P-3 top, toe, side view top, middle, bottom (from top to bottom).  
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Figure G-6 Shaft B-4 top, toe, side view top, middle, bottom (from top to bottom). 
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Figure G-7 Shaft B-5 top, toe, side view top, middle, bottom (from top to bottom). 
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Figure G-8 Shaft B-6 top, toe, side view top, middle, bottom (from top to bottom). 
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Figure G-9 Shaft P-4 top, top elevated, toe, side view top, middle, bottom (from top to bottom). 
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Figure G-10 Shaft P-5 top, toe, side view top, middle, bottom (from top to bottom). 
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Figure G-11 Shaft P-6 top, toe, side view top, middle, bottom (from top to bottom). 
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APPENDIX H: PHASE I and II AS-BUILT SHAFT DIMENSIONS 
 

Shafts B-1, B-2, B-3, P-1, P-2, and P-3 
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Shaft B-1 
 
Measured Length: 15’ 4 ½”  

Depth

(ft) D1 D2 AVG

0.0 27.5 27.5 27.5

0.5 28.25 29.5 28.875

1.0 29 29.5 29.25

1.5 28.25 29.75 29

2.0 28 29.5 28.75

2.5 28.5 29 28.75

3.0 28.5 28.75 28.625

3.5 28.25 28.5 28.375

4.0 28.75 28.5 28.625

4.5 23 25.5 24.25

5.0 22 22.75 22.375

5.5 21.75 21.5 21.625

6.0 22.5 23.5 23

6.5 21.5 21 21.25

7.0 21.5 21 21.25

7.5 21 21.5 21.25

8.0 21 21.75 21.375

8.5 21.5 21.5 21.5

9.0 22 21 21.5

9.5 22.25 21 21.625

10.0 22 21 21.5

10.5 21.5 21 21.25

11.0 21.75 21 21.375

11.5 22 21.75 21.875

12.0 23 22.25 22.625

12.5 22.25 22 22.125

13.0 22 22 22

13.5 22 22.25 22.125

14.0 22.25 22 22.125

14.5 22 22 22

15.0 20.75 20.5 20.625

15.4 20.75 20.5 20.625

Diameter (in)

 
 

Figure H.1 Shaft B-1 caliper measurements and graphical representation of shaft shape. 
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Shaft B-2 
 
See Appendix I for dimensions of Shaft B-2 as estimated from thermal data. 
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Shaft B-3 
 
Measured Length: 14’ 8” 

Depth

(ft) D1 D2 AVG

0.0 27.5 30 28.75

0.5 28.5 28.25 28.375

1.0 28.25 28 28.125

1.5 28.25 28 28.125

2.0 28.25 28 28.125

2.5 28 28 28

3.0 28 28 28

3.5 28 28 28

4.0 28.25 27.25 27.75

4.5 22.25 21.5 21.875

5.0 22 23 22.5

5.5 21.5 21.25 21.375

6.0 21.5 20.75 21.125

6.5 21.5 21 21.25

7.0 22 21 21.5

7.5 22.5 22 22.25

8.0 22.25 22.5 22.375

8.5 22.25 22.5 22.375

9.0 22 21.75 21.875

9.5 22.25 22 22.125

10.0 22 21.5 21.75

10.5 21.5 21.5 21.5

11.0 21.5 22 21.75

11.5 21.5 21.5 21.5

12.0 22.25 22 22.125

12.5 22 22 22

13.0 21.75 21.5 21.625

13.5 21.25 22 21.625

14.0 21.5 21.75 21.625

14.5 21.75 22 21.875

14.7 19 19 19

Diameter (in)

 
 
Figure H.2 Shaft B-3 caliper measurements and graphical representation of shaft shape. 
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Shaft P-1 
 
Measured Length: 15’ 5” 

Depth

(ft) D1 D2 AVG

0.0 37 27 32

0.5 28.25 28.5 28.375

1.0 28 28.5 28.25

1.5 28.5 28.25 28.375

2.0 28.25 28 28.125

2.5 28 28 28

3.0 28 28.5 28.25

3.5 27.75 27.5 27.625

4.0 27.75 28.75 28.25

4.5 30.5 29.5 30

5.0 34.25 31 32.625

5.5 22.5 23.5 23

6.0 22 22.5 22.25

6.5 21 21.25 21.125

7.0 21 21.5 21.25

7.5 20 21.5 20.75

8.0 20.75 22 21.375

8.5 20.5 21.25 20.875

9.0 21 21.5 21.25

9.5 21 21 21

10.0 21 21.5 21.25

10.5 21.25 21 21.125

11.0 21 21 21

11.5 22.25 21.5 21.875

12.0 23.5 23.5 23.5

12.5 22 22 22

13.0 21.5 21.75 21.625

13.5 21.75 22 21.875

14.0 21 22 21.5

14.5 21 21.75 21.375

15.0 21.25 21 21.125

15.4 18.5 18.5 18.5

Diameter (in)

 
 

Figure H.3 Shaft P-1 caliper measurements and graphical representation of shaft shape. 
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Shaft P-2 
 
Measured Length: 14’ 10” 

Depth

(ft) D1 D2 AVG

0.0 26 26 26

0.5 27.75 28.5 28.125

1.0 28 28.75 28.375

1.5 28 28.5 28.25

2.0 28 28.5 28.25

2.5 28 28.75 28.375

3.0 28 28.25 28.125

3.5 27.75 28 27.875

4.0 31 31 31

4.5 33.5 36 34.75

5.0 35 45 40

5.5 33 34 33.5

6.0 34 32.75 33.375

6.5 37 33.75 35.375

7.0 37 25 31

7.5 36.5 24 30.25

8.0 21 23.5 22.25

8.5 21.5 24.25 22.875

9.0 24.25 23.5 23.875

9.5 23.5 22 22.75

10.0 22.25 22 22.125

10.5 22.5 22.5 22.5

11.0 22.5 22.75 22.625

11.5 23 23 23

12.0 22.75 23.25 23

12.5 23 23.5 23.25

13.0 22.25 23.25 22.75

13.5 22.75 23 22.875

14.0 22.75 22.5 22.625

14.5 23 21.75 22.375

14.8 20 18.5 19.25

Diameter (in)

 
 

Figure H.4 Shaft P-2 caliper measurements and graphical representation of shaft shape. 
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Shaft P-3 
 
Measured Length: 15’ 6” 

Depth

(ft) D1 D2 AVG

0.0 32 35.5 33.75

0.5 28.5 28.25 28.375

1.0 28.25 28.25 28.25

1.5 28.5 28 28.25

2.0 28.5 28.75 28.625

2.5 28.25 28.75 28.5

3.0 28.5 28.5 28.5

3.5 28.5 28.5 28.5

4.0 28.5 28.5 28.5

4.5 28.5 28.5 28.5

5.0 25.25 25.25 25.25

5.5 24.5 22 23.25

6.0 23 21.25 22.125

6.5 23 22 22.5

7.0 22.25 22 22.125

7.5 22.5 22 22.25

8.0 22.25 21.5 21.875

8.5 22.5 21.5 22

9.0 21.75 21.5 21.625

9.5 21.5 21.5 21.5

10.0 21.5 22 21.75

10.5 21.25 21 21.125

11.0 21.25 21 21.125

11.5 22 21.5 21.75

12.0 22.5 22 22.25

12.5 21.5 20.75 21.125

13.0 23 21 22

13.5 22.5 21 21.75

14.0 21.75 21 21.375

14.5 21.25 21 21.125

15.0 21.25 20.5 20.875

15.5 17.5 18.5 18

Diameter (in)

 
 

Figure H.5 Shaft P-3 caliper measurements and graphical representation of shaft shape. 
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Depth (ft) D1 (in) D2 (in) C (ft) R (avg of D) R (from C)

0.25 29.4 28.5 7.73 14.475 14.76321

0.5 28.75 28.3 7.55 14.2625 14.41944

0.75 28.6 28.3 7.52 14.225 14.36214

1 28.8 28.1 7.51 14.225 14.34304

1.25 28.4 28 7.49 14.1 14.30485

1.5 28.6 28 7.44 14.15 14.20935

1.75 28.65 27.9 7.42 14.1375 14.17116

2 29 27.85 7.43 14.2125 14.19025

2.25 29 27.2 7.24 14.05 13.82738

2.5 26.2 24.1 6.5 12.575 12.41409

2.75 24.9 23.9 6.42 12.2 12.2613

3 24.8 23.9 6.38 12.175 12.1849

3.25 24.6 23.7 6.39 12.075 12.204

3.5 24.9 23.8 6.38 12.175 12.1849

3.75 25 23.9 6.38 12.225 12.1849

4 25 23.9 6.38 12.225 12.1849

4.25 25 23.7 6.37 12.175 12.1658

4.5 24.8 23.25 6.38 12.0125 12.1849

4.75 24.5 23.1 6.38 11.9 12.1849

5 24.9 23.1 6.35 12 12.12761

5.25 24.5 22.8 6.28 11.825 11.99392

5.5 24.1 22.6 6.22 11.675 11.87932

5.75 23.9 22.4 6.12 11.575 11.68834

6 23 22.4 6.1 11.35 11.65014

6.25 22.9 22.6 6.05 11.375 11.55465

6.5 22.9 22.2 6.06 11.275 11.57375

6.75 22.7 22 6.09 11.175 11.63104

7 22.8 22.4 6.08 11.3 11.61194

7.25 22.9 22.5 6.14 11.35 11.72654

7.5 23 22.5 6.1 11.375 11.65014

7.75 22.7 22.4 6.09 11.275 11.63104

8 22.7 22.6 6.1 11.325 11.65014

8.25 22.6 22.5 6.11 11.275 11.66924

8.5 22.4 22.3 6.09 11.175 11.63104

8.75 22.5 22.2 6.08 11.175 11.61194

9 22.5 22.4 6.11 11.225 11.66924

9.25 22.7 22.4 6.09 11.275 11.63104

9.5 22.3 22 6.06 11.075 11.57375

9.75 22 22 6.07 11 11.59285

10 22 21.9 6.03 10.975 11.51645

10.25 22.6 22.05 6.03 11.1625 11.51645

10.5 22.2 22 5.98 11.05 11.42096

10.75 22.15 21.8 5.98 10.9875 11.42096

11 22.15 21.65 5.97 10.95 11.40186

11.25 22.1 21.5 5.95 10.9 11.36366

11.5 22.1 21.7 6.01 10.95 11.47825

11.75 22 21.85 5.94 10.9625 11.34456

12 22 22 5.95 11 11.36366

12.25 22.7 22.3 6.11 11.25 11.66924

12.5 22.7 22.7 6.14 11.35 11.72654

12.75 22.9 22.2 6.1 11.275 11.65014

13 22 22 6 11 11.45916

13.25 21.95 21 5.87 10.7375 11.21087

13.5 21.5 20.5 5.77 10.5 11.01989

13.75 21.1 20.5 5.7 10.4 10.8862

14 21.2 20.6 5.77 10.45 11.01989

14.25 21 20.6 5.7 10.4 10.8862

14.5 21.6 20.6 5.7 10.55 10.8862

14.75 21.2 20 5.65 10.3 10.79071

15 20.6 20 5.02 10.15 9.587494

15.25 20 17.5 4.45 9.375 8.498874  
Figure H.6 Shaft B-4 caliper measurements. 
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Depth (ft) D1 (in) D2 (in) C (ft) R (avg of D) R (from C)

0.25 29 28.8 7.7 14.45 14.70592

0.5 28.35 28.7 7.63 14.2625 14.57223

0.75 27.9 28.8 7.57 14.175 14.45764

1 28 28.6 7.57 14.15 14.45764

1.25 27.95 28.65 7.53 14.15 14.38124

1.5 27.7 29 7.44 14.175 14.20935

1.75 28.05 28.5 7.44 14.1375 14.20935

2 28 28.55 7.44 14.1375 14.20935

2.25 27.1 28.6 7.36 13.925 14.05656

2.5 27.2 28.55 7.33 13.9375 13.99927

2.75 27.5 28.4 7.35 13.975 14.03747

3 23.9 25.9 6.6 12.45 12.60507

3.25 23.5 25.2 6.45 12.175 12.31859

3.5 23.2 24.2 6.3 11.85 12.03211

3.75 22.7 23.9 6.15 11.65 11.74563

4 22.8 22.9 6.13 11.425 11.70744

4.25 22.7 22.9 6.13 11.4 11.70744

4.5 22.8 22.9 6.14 11.425 11.72654

4.75 22.7 23.05 6.1 11.4375 11.65014

5 23.1 23.15 6.15 11.5625 11.74563

5.25 23.3 23.2 6.17 11.625 11.78383

5.5 23.05 23.1 6.14 11.5375 11.72654

5.75 22.8 22.95 6.14 11.4375 11.72654

6 22.7 22.8 6.12 11.375 11.68834

6.25 22.9 22.8 6.08 11.425 11.61194

6.5 22.8 22.85 6.05 11.4125 11.55465

6.75 22.6 22.5 6 11.275 11.45916

7 22.9 22.7 6.01 11.4 11.47825

7.25 23 22.4 6.04 11.35 11.53555

7.5 23 22.2 6.04 11.3 11.53555

7.75 23.1 22.15 6.07 11.3125 11.59285

8 23 22.4 6.08 11.35 11.61194

8.25 22.1 22.4 6.03 11.125 11.51645

8.5 22.3 22 5.94 11.075 11.34456

8.75 22.3 21.9 5.96 11.05 11.38276

9 22.5 21.8 5.96 11.075 11.38276

9.25 22.4 21.2 5.93 10.9 11.32547

9.5 22.2 21.9 5.95 11.025 11.36366

9.75 22.2 21.8 5.96 11 11.38276

10 22.2 21.9 5.94 11.025 11.34456

10.25 22.3 21.9 5.93 11.05 11.32547

10.5 22.6 21.9 5.84 11.125 11.15358

10.75 22 21.4 5.71 10.85 10.9053

11 21.8 21.4 5.65 10.8 10.79071

11.25 21.5 21.4 5.61 10.725 10.71431

11.5 21.4 21.2 5.62 10.65 10.73341

11.75 21.5 21.2 5.64 10.675 10.77161

12 21.3 21.5 5.63 10.7 10.75251

12.25 21.3 21.83 5.66 10.7825 10.8098

12.5 21.6 21.7 5.69 10.825 10.8671

12.75 21.9 21.9 5.72 10.95 10.9244

13 21.99 22 5.76 10.9975 11.00079

13.25 22 21.6 5.77 10.9 11.01989

13.5 22.4 21.3 5.78 10.925 11.03899

13.75 22.5 22 5.89 11.125 11.24907

14 22.4 21.5 5.92 10.975 11.30637

14.25 23 21.5 5.93 11.125 11.32547

14.5 23.1 23.9 6.21 11.75 11.86023

14.75 23.2 24 6.39 11.8 12.204

15 23.2 24.5 6.41 11.925 12.2422

15.25 23 22.6 11.4

15.5 23.4 22 11.35

15.75 23 22.2 11.3

16 21.9 10.95

16.25 20.5 10.25

16.5 20.1 10.05  
Figure H.7 Shaft B-5 caliper measurements. 
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Depth (ft) D1 (in) D2 (in) C (ft) R (avg of D) R (from C)

0.25 29.2 28.2 7.55 14.35 14.41944

0.5 29 28.2 7.63 14.3 14.57223

0.75 29.85 28.1 7.7 14.4875 14.70592

1 28.9 27.85 7.59 14.1875 14.49583

1.25 28.6 27.6 7.45 14.05 14.22845

1.5 28.5 27.8 7.42 14.075 14.17116

1.75 28.55 28 7.4 14.1375 14.13296

2 26.6 25.95 6.84 13.1375 13.06344

2.25 25 24.6 6.52 12.4 12.45228

2.5 23.95 24 6.39 11.9875 12.204

2.75 23.7 23.4 6.28 11.775 11.99392

3 23.5 23 6.18 11.625 11.80293

3.25 23.25 22.9 6.18 11.5375 11.80293

3.5 22.9 22.9 6.16 11.45 11.76473

3.75 22.9 22.9 6.17 11.45 11.78383

4 22.75 22.8 6.18 11.3875 11.80293

4.25 23.1 22.9 6.17 11.5 11.78383

4.5 2285 22.9 6.19 576.975 11.82203

4.75 22.9 22.7 6.15 11.4 11.74563

5 23 22.5 6.11 11.375 11.66924

5.25 22.95 22.3 6.09 11.3125 11.63104

5.5 22.7 22.3 6.07 11.25 11.59285

5.75 22.7 22 6.02 11.175 11.49735

6 22.8 22.3 6.02 11.275 11.49735

6.25 22.7 21.95 6.01 11.1625 11.47825

6.5 22.9 22 6.03 11.225 11.51645

6.75 22.95 21.95 6.08 11.225 11.61194

7 22.8 22 6.08 11.2 11.61194

7.25 22.6 21.9 6.08 11.125 11.61194

7.5 22.4 21.9 6 11.075 11.45916

7.75 22.5 22 5.96 11.125 11.38276

8 22.5 21.95 5.95 11.1125 11.36366

8.25 22.74 22.4 5.96 11.285 11.38276

8.5 22.4 22.4 5.95 11.2 11.36366

8.75 22.5 22.5 5.96 11.25 11.38276

9 22.3 22.3 5.94 11.15 11.34456

9.25 22.1 22.1 5.97 11.05 11.40186

9.5 22 22 6 11 11.45916

9.75 22 22 5.98 11 11.42096

10 22.05 22.05 5.96 11.025 11.38276

10.25 21.9 21.9 5.91 10.95 11.28727

10.5 22.1 22.1 5.91 11.05 11.28727

10.75 21.85 21.85 5.91 10.925 11.28727

11 21.9 21.9 5.91 10.95 11.28727

11.25 21.9 21.9 5.93 10.95 11.32547

11.5 21.9 21.9 5.91 10.95 11.28727

11.75 21.9 21.9 5.91 10.95 11.28727

12 21.75 21.75 5.9 10.875 11.26817

12.25 21 21 5.92 10.5 11.30637

12.5 21.5 21.5 5.98 10.75 11.42096

12.75 22.4 22.4 6.11 11.2 11.66924

13 23.1 23.1 6.15 11.55 11.74563

13.25 23.3 23.3 6.3 11.65 12.03211

13.5 23.15 23.15 11.575

13.75 23.3 23.3 11.65

14 23.8 23.8 11.9

14.25 22.7 22.7 11.35  
Figure H.8 Shaft B-6 caliper measurements. 
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Depth (ft) D1 (in) D2 (in) C (ft) R (avg of D) R (from C)

0.25 27 28.8 13.95 0

0.5 27.25 28.5 13.9375 0

0.75 27 28.6 7.54 13.9 14.40034

1 26.8 28.5 7.54 13.825 14.40034

1.25 26.8 28.4 7.55 13.8 14.41944

1.5 26.8 28.7 7.51 13.875 14.34304

1.75 26.7 28.4 7.41 13.775 14.15206

2 25.2 25.9 7.11 12.775 13.5791

2.25 24.5 25.1 6.7 12.4 12.79606

2.5 24 24.25 6.64 12.0625 12.68147

2.75 24 24.1 6.58 12.025 12.56687

3 24.7 24.1 6.47 12.2 12.35679

3.25 24.9 24 6.39 12.225 12.204

3.5 24.2 23.9 6.39 12.025 12.204

3.75 24 23.7 6.28 11.925 11.99392

4 24 23.5 6.26 11.875 11.95572

4.25 23.9 23.4 6.25 11.825 11.93662

4.5 23.9 23.6 6.23 11.875 11.89842

4.75 23.8 23.7 6.23 11.875 11.89842

5 23.8 23.75 6.24 11.8875 11.91752

5.25 23.8 23.6 6.25 11.85 11.93662

5.5 23.8 24.1 6.27 11.975 11.97482

5.75 23.8 24.7 6.27 12.125 11.97482

6 23.5 24.1 6.25 11.9 11.93662

6.25 23.05 23.9 6.23 11.7375 11.89842

6.5 23 24.05 6.22 11.7625 11.87932

6.75 23 24.2 6.21 11.8 11.86023

7 23.3 24 6.22 11.825 11.87932

7.25 23.25 23.9 6.19 11.7875 11.82203

7.5 23.3 24.05 6.22 11.8375 11.87932

7.75 23.2 23.99 6.18 11.7975 11.80293

8 23.8 23.99 6.14 11.9475 11.72654

8.25 23.4 23.7 6.14 11.775 11.72654

8.5 23.2 23.05 6.1 11.5625 11.65014

8.75 23 23 6.1 11.5 11.65014

9 23 23.05 6.06 11.5125 11.57375

9.25 23.2 23 6.06 11.55 11.57375

9.5 23.8 23.5 6.09 11.825 11.63104

9.75 23.2 23.75 6.17 11.7375 11.78383

10 23.8 23.7 11.875

10.25 23.7 23 11.675

10.5 21 23 11

10.75 20.8 23 10.95

11 21.2 23.4 5.95 11.15 11.36366

11.25 22 23.65 5.96 11.4125 11.38276

11.5 23 23.4 6 11.6 11.45916

11.75 23 23.5 6.05 11.625 11.55465

12 21 23.7 6.04 11.175 11.53555

12.25 20 23.5 6.04 10.875 11.53555

12.5 20.4 23 5.9 10.85 11.26817

12.75 20.9 23.25 5.86 11.0375 11.19178

13 21 23.4 5.85 11.1 11.17268

13.25 20.8 23.5 5.86 11.075 11.19178

13.5 20 24.4 5.89 11.1 11.24907

13.75 19.9 25 5.99 11.225 11.44006

14 20.95 26 6.09 11.7375 11.63104

14.25 26 6.17 13 11.78383

14.5 25.9 6.3 12.95 12.03211

14.75 25 6.33 12.5 12.08941

15 6.55 12.50958  
Figure H.9 Shaft P-4 caliper measurements. 
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Depth (ft) D1 (in) D2 (in) C (ft) R (avg of D) R (from C)

0.25 28 29.05 7.7 14.2625 14.70592

0.5 28.5 28.95 7.6 14.3625 14.51493

0.75 28.4 28.85 7.55 14.3125 14.41944

1 28.4 28.9 7.54 14.25 14.40034

1.25 28.6 28.6 7.54 14.25 14.40034

1.5 28.5 28.4 7.5 14.1875 14.32394

1.75 28.1 28.25 7.45 14.15 14.22845

2 28.15 28.5 7.45 14.1625 14.22845

2.25 28.15 28.35 7.47 14.125 14.26665

2.5 28 28.4 7.48 14.1 14.28575

2.75 28.4 28.3 7.48 14.175 14.28575

3 28.5 29.2 7.8 14.425 14.8969

3.25 27 24.7 6.6 12.925 12.60507

3.5 24.65 24 6.6 12.1625 12.60507

3.75 25.5 7.7 12.75 14.70592

4 32.9 7.72 16.45 14.74411

4.25 35.6 8 17.8 15.27887

4.5 34.1 7.75 17.05 14.80141

4.75 33.9 7.68 16.95 14.66772

5 33.5 23.9 7.6 14.35 14.51493

5.25 33.41 23.9 7.54 14.3275 14.40034

5.5 33.3 24 7.5 14.325 14.32394

5.75 32 24 7.2 14 13.75099

6 25.5 24 6.35 12.375 12.12761

6.25 24 24 6.28 12 11.99392

6.5 23.5 24 6.24 11.875 11.91752

6.75 23 24 6.24 11.75 11.91752

7 22.9 24 6.23 11.725 11.89842

7.25 22.7 24 6.21 11.675 11.86023

7.5 22.1 24 6.21 11.525 11.86023

7.75 21.8 23.9 6.19 11.425 11.82203

8 21.65 24 6.19 11.4125 11.82203

8.25 21.4 24.4 6.26 11.45 11.95572

8.5 21.3 24.3 6.22 11.4 11.87932

8.75 21.1 23.95 6.2 11.2625 11.84113

9 21.15 23.95 6.2 11.275 11.84113

9.25 21.3 24.5 6.25 11.45 11.93662

9.5 21.95 27.8 6.85 12.4375 13.08254

9.75 21.75 27.35 7.5 12.275 14.32394

10 21.8 23.5 6.78 11.325 12.94885

10.25 22 22.4 6.6 11.1 12.60507

10.5 21.8 22.2 6.5 11 12.41409

10.75 21.2 21.05 6.33 10.5625 12.08941

11 21.05 21.1 6.24 10.5375 11.91752

11.25 21.1 21.1 6.18 10.55 11.80293

11.5 21.1 20 6.03 10.275 11.51645

11.75 21.6 19.9 6.1 10.375 11.65014

12 21.6 20.9 6.09 10.625 11.63104

12.25 21.6 20.5 6.11 10.525 11.66924

12.5 21 21 6.1 10.5 11.65014

12.75 20.9 21.2 6.1 10.525 11.65014

13 22.2 21.1 6.2 10.825 11.84113

13.25 21.8 22.1 6.42 10.975 12.2613

13.5 22.9 22.5 11.35

13.75 23.5 24.7 12.05

14 23.15 25 12.0375

14.25 22.6 25.9 6.5 12.125 12.41409

14.5 22.4 25.8 6.47 12.05 12.35679

14.75 21 25.75 6.38 11.6875 12.1849

15 20.5 23.9 6.33 11.1 12.08941

15.25 20.5 23.85 5.9 11.0875 11.26817

15.5 19.9 21.5 5.63 10.35 10.75251

15.75 18.7 20.5 5.51 9.8 10.52332

16 18.5 20.2 5.28 9.675 10.08406

16.25 19 4.89 9.5 9.339212

16.5 18.2 4.62 9.1 8.82355

16.75 4.123 7.87435

17 3.65 6.970987  
Figure H.10 Shaft P-5 caliper measurements. 
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Depth (ft) D1 (in) D2 (in) C (ft) R (avg of D) R (from C)

0.25 29.5 28.7 7.79 14.55 14.8778

0.5 29 28.6 7.75 14.4 14.80141

0.75 28.75 28.5 7.67 14.3125 14.64862

1 28.75 28.4 7.63 14.2875 14.57223

1.25 28.75 28.4 7.6 14.2875 14.51493

1.5 28.7 28.3 7.63 14.25 14.57223

1.75 28.9 28.5 7.65 14.35 14.61042

2 29.2 28.6 7.73 14.45 14.76321

2.25 29.2 28.5 7.81 14.425 14.916

2.5 25.7 24.7 6.81 12.6 13.00614

2.75 24.6 24.2 6.73 12.2 12.85335

3 26.7 28.4 13.775 0

3.25 25.5 31.2 14.175 0

3.5 26.7 31.6 14.575 0

3.75 27.3 31.99 14.8225 0

4 27.6 32 14.9 0

4.25 27.1 31.9 14.75 0

4.5 24.5 25.2 12.425 0

4.75 23.45 24 11.8625 0

5 23.37 23.4 7.11 11.6925 13.5791

5.25 23.8 24.1 6.79 11.975 12.96794

5.5 23.4 23.9 6.66 11.825 12.71966

5.75 23.9 24.1 6.47 12 12.35679

6 23.9 24.2 6.45 12.025 12.31859

6.25 23.89 23.99 6.45 11.97 12.31859

6.5 23.8 24.2 6.45 12 12.31859

6.75 23.9 24.2 6.53 12.025 12.47138

7 23.8 24.3 6.54 12.025 12.49048

7.25 24.2 24.2 6.52 12.1 12.45228

7.5 24.2 24 6.44 12.05 12.29949

7.75 23.9 23.4 6.39 11.825 12.204

8 23.3 23.2 6.31 11.625 12.05121

8.25 23.1 23 6.29 11.525 12.01302

8.5 23 22 6.26 11.25 11.95572

8.75 22.9 23 6.27 11.475 11.97482

9 23.2 22.6 6.28 11.45 11.99392

9.25 22.6 22.6 6.24 11.3 11.91752

9.5 22.4 22.8 6.22 11.3 11.87932

9.75 22.5 22 6.15 11.125 11.74563

10 21.7 21.5 6.14 10.8 11.72654

10.25 21.3 21.5 6.09 10.7 11.63104

10.5 21.75 21.5 6.07 10.8125 11.59285

10.75 21.48 21.4 6.04 10.72 11.53555

11 21 20.85 6.01 10.4625 11.47825

11.25 21 20.65 5.96 10.4125 11.38276

11.5 21.2 20.7 5.97 10.475 11.40186

11.75 21 21.5 6.04 10.625 11.53555

12 21.4 21.4 10.7

12.25 21.4 21 10.6

12.5 21 20.3 10.325

12.75 20.8 20.2 10.25

13 20 20 10

13.25 21 20.7 10.425

13.5 21.3 20.86 10.54

13.75 21 21.1 10.525

14 21.2 21.04 10.56

14.25 21.2 21.55 10.6875

14.5 21.3 21.4 10.675  
Figure H.11 Shaft P-6 caliper measurements. 
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APPENDIX I: PHASE I THERMAL ANALYSIS 

 
 

Shafts B-1, B-2, B-3, and P-1 
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Shaft B-1 

 

 
 

Figure 0.1 Thermal data, predicted shaft size and measured shaft size for Shaft B-1. 
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Shaft B-2 
 

 
 

Figure 0.2 Thermal data and predicted shaft size for Shaft B-2. 
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Shaft B-3 
 

 
 

Figure 0.3 Thermal data, predicted shaft size and measured shaft size for Shaft B-3. 
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Shaft P-1 
 

 
 

Figure 0.4 Thermal data, predicted shaft size and measured shaft size for Shaft P-1. 
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