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PREFERRED (Compare

-

horizontally)

LESS PREFERRED

Long haunches are graceful and suggest
arch forms.

Girder and pier

are harmoniously pro-
portioned.

Evenly spaced supports create rhythmical

pattern. Minimum number of piers reduce

clutter. 0Odd number of spans looks better
than even number.

-

Short haunches diminish grace of lines.

N

Girder is overly proportioned in
relation to pier.

AN A A

Uneven spacing destroys rhythm.
supports create visual clutter.

Too many
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PREFERRED (Compare horizontally) LESS PREFERRED
g S

Slant legs of rigid frame are gracefully Vertical legs appear too static.
shaped and suggest pleasing arch form.

o
et - ~.

Curved exterior girders of bridge on hori- Straight girder segments have a choppy look.
zontal curve present a smooth, continuous Deck slab projects out nonuniformly from
appearance. The deck slab relates uniformly exterior girders.

to exterior girders. If interior girders are

also curved, appearance is further improved.
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PARAPET, CURB, SIDEWALK AND RAILING
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PREFERRED (Compare horizontally)
-

-

\ 2

Parapet between sidewalk and roadway not only
protects pedestrians but permits a light open
handrail. The bridge is thus seen as less

massive.

Pedestrian railing with thin vertical supports
(metal or concrete) presents a light appearance
and minimally obstructs view of motorists.

10

LESS PREFERRED

Bivs

Bridge profile takes on a heavy look.
Pedestrians have little protection
from vehicles.

1

Railing with horizontals blocks view of
motorists. Vertical supports clash with
horizontal members, creating unnecessary

complexity.
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PIERS AND PIER CAPS
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PREFERRED

(Compare horizontally) LESS PREFERRED

Y

-

it A

For small deck superelevations, keep top
of pier horizontal and step girder bearing

seats.

Pier with expressive shape says something
esthetically in suggesting flow of forces.

Section

Use of the minimum number of piers produces
a simple loock. Cradling the cap accentuates
the supportive nature of the pier. Square
pier relates most harmoniously to prismatic
cap, although round pier is also acceptable.

14

Sloped top of pier suggests unstable
appearance.

Solid pier is expressionless, dull and
overly heavy looking.

UJ [] -
Section
Ends of cap lack decisive shape.
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PREFERRED (Compare horizontally) LESS PREFERRED
- T

Mixed vertical and battered piers or

Battered piers or piles standing alone
piles create a confusing image.

clearly express lateral stability.

Braced piers introduce an undesirable
horizontal element to a basically
vertical structure.

Simple, self-supporting tall piers
accentuate vertical slenderness of
the structure.

16
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ABUTMENTS, BRIDGE TERMINALS AND SLOPE PROTECTION
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PREFERRED (Compare horizontally) LESS PREFERRED

-

.
.
.o
.

Sloped retaining walls in cut tend to open
up the depressed area. Textured or brightly
colored wall surface would compensate for
loss of view.

By attaching protective fence directly to
side wall of bridge abutment, with first
post visually distant from bridge, a de-
signed relationship between fence and
bridge is established.

20

T

Vertical walls generate a closed in feeling.
Plain, bare ccncrete walls tend to look
dingy over the years.

Wood post

|

|

.o ‘L”

Fence is totally unrelated to bridge in
form, material and construction.
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MISCELLANEOUS DETAILS
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PREFERRED (Compare

horizontally) LESS PREFERRED

-

——

Drains concealed within structure by inclusion
or recession present a well finished appearance.

Light poles on bridge should relate to
symmetry or geometric features of bridge,
as supports and abutments.

NT

\\ \V

Highly visible drain pipes give the bridge
a makeshift look.

Light poles unrelated to geometry of
structure appear disordered.
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COLOR AND TEXTURE
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