Factors Assoclated with Pedestrian Fatalities In Seattle and King County, WA, 2000-2003

Methods

Reviewed County medical examiner records and police reports from January 1, 2000
to December 31, 2003, for all pedestrian-MV crashes that occurred in King County and

resulted in a pedestrian fatality.

Background

King County (Seattle) has by far the greatest number of pedestrian fatalities

iIn Washington State. Pedestrians account for 19 percent of all motor vehicle
(MV) crash fatalities in King County. Pedestrians in King County constitute a greater
percentage of total MV crash deaths than they do statewide (12%) or nationally (11%).
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m 40 to 49 year olds were involved in nearly 3 out of 10 deaths.
m Pedestrians age 60 and older accounted for 25 percent of the total fatalities.
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m Asians and Pacific Islanders (18%), Hispanics (8% ) and American Indians/Alaskan
Natives (6%) were disproportionately represented, compared to the King County
population make-up.
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- m Compared to the national FARS data (2003), where most fatalities occurred on the
weekend (48%), in King County, Monday and Tuesday had the highest percentage

e R ; of fatalities.
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King County 2000-2003

53%

% of Fatalities

Interstate State Route County Road City Street

m Most crashes occurred on city streets (53%), and more than half (59%) of the

pedestrians were killed on roads with posted speed limits of 35 mph or less.
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m Most pedestrian-MV crashes occurred when pedestrians were attempting to cross
a roadway (62%). Many of these incidents involved pedestrians attempting to cross
against the light, at mid-blocks, interstates/state routes or no-crossing zones.

m In cases where drivers were at fault, “inattention” was the leading factor noted In the
police reports.

Limitations

m Data access issue: unable to obtain BAC levels for all cases and no imputation
method was used.

m Focused on fatalities.
m Did not use Pedestrian Bicycle Crash Analysis Tool (PBCAT) crash typing.

Conclusion

Additional work needs to be conducted to reduce the incidence of pedestrian deaths In
King County. Education of high-risk populations and drivers are of particular importance.
Engineering strategies could include traffic-calming measures and increased street
lighting. Enforcement should target both pedestrians and drivers.

Next Steps

As a result of the research findings, Public Health-Seattle & King County organized a
one-day King County pedestrian safety summit in January 2006. Over 140 participants
representing the "3 E’s” of injury prevention as well as county and city officials attended
this meeting. It resulted in a discussion among traffic engineers in the county and the city.
In addition, the Seattle police department has begun enforcement activities. Injury data is

being collected.
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