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PREFACE 

This aviation booklet was prepared by the Federal 
A v-irution Agency, Flight Standards Service, Maintenance 
Division, to acquaint the prospective pilot and airplane 
owner with some fundamentals of owning and operating 
an airplane. The contents are based on requirements in 
effect at the date of publication. 

Since the aviation picture is constantly changing, we 
suggest you contact your nea,rest FAA District Office 
where personnel are aware of changes and will be glad 
to acquaint you with current regula,tions. 
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HINTS WHEN BUYING A USED AIRCRAFT 

When buying a used airplane, you would be wise to 
have the selected airplane inspected by a qualified per­
son or facility before you buy. The condition of the 
aircraft and the state of its maintenance records may be 
determined by a certificated A & P mechanic, •an approved 
repair station, or a person otherwise qualified on the 
particular make and model aircraft. 

Here are some related questions and answers: 
1. Q. What is meant by a "clear title".'I 

A. A "clear title" means that there are no encum­
brances such as liens, chattels, or unsatisfied 
mortgages, etc., against the aircraft. 

2. Q. How can I be sure that the aircraft has a "clear 
title" .'I 

A. There is only one sure way to determine the 
status of an aircraft title. You may either 
search the aircraft records yourself, or have it 
done by an attorney or an aircraft title-search 
company. 
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You wouldn't think of purchasing a house 
until you had the title examined by an abstract 
company or attorney. Certainly, then, you 
should do no less when purchasing an aircraft, 
which represents a substantial investment. It 
is not enough to purchase an aircraft from a 
reputable distributor or dealer. We have no­
ticed in the past that even these people will 
sometimes fail to determine the true title status 
of an aircraft. 

There is no substitute for examining the air­
craft reco1·ds to secure a complete history of 
the ownership of the plane and to determine if 
there are any outstanding liens or mortgages. 
This simple procedure will eliminate many 
delays in registering an aircraft and the head­
aches many aircraft purchasers have suffered 
because they failed to take this one important 
step before purchasing their planes. 

All aircraft public records maintained by the 
FAA are on file at our Aircraft Registration 
Branch, 621 North Robinson Avenue, Oklahoma 
City 2, Oklahoma. Lists of title-search com­
panies and attorneys who perform this service 
may be secured from this Branch upon request. 
The cost of title search is nominal, usually 
$10.00 to $15.00. 

3. Q. What documents may I expect to receive with 
my new or used aircraft? 

A. 1-Bill of Sale 
2-Airworthiness Certificate (Form FAA-

1362B) 
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3-All logbooks, aircraft and engine records 
4-Equipment list 
5-W eight and Balance Data 
6--Maintenance manual, service letters, bulle­

tins, etc. 
7-Airplane Flight Manual or operating limita­

tions. 

4. Q. Does a current 100-hour or periodic inspection 
mean that the aircraft is "first-class"? 

A. No. It indicates only thll.t the aircraft was 
found to be airworthy at the time of inspection. 

5. Q. What should I do before buying an amateur­
built or experimental airplane? 

A. Contact your local FAA maintenance inspector 
at your General Aviation District Office. The 
FAA inspector will explain the requirements 
for ex·perimental certification. 

6. Q. What should I consider when buying a military 
surplus airplane.'! 

A. Certain military surplus aircraft are not eligible 
for FAA certification in the Standard, Re­
stricted, or Limited classifications. Since no 
civil aircraft may be flown unless certificated, 
your best bet is to discuss this with your local 
FAA inspector who will advise you of eligible 
aircraft and certification procedures. 
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AIRCRAFT OWNER RESPONSIBILITIES 

You, as an aircraft owner, have assumed responsibil­
ities similar to those you would have owning ·an -automo­
bile. Owning an automobile usually means that you 
must register it in your state of residence and obtain 
license plates. Some states require that your car be 
inspected periodically to assure that it is in a safe oper­
ating condition. The similarity between the automobile 
and airplane responsibilities is briefly compared in the 
following chart: 

Automobile/ Airplane Comparison Chart 

Responsibili ties Airplane A utomoblle 

Registration Yes Yes 

Periodic Inspection (Most states 6-12 Yes 
months) 12 cal. mo. Yes 

Compulsory Insurance (Most states) No Yes 
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Automobile/ Airplane Comparison Chart-Continued 

R eBponsibilitieB ,t.,·plane Automobile 

Reporting of Accidents Yes Yes 

Required Maintenance Records Yes No 

Maximum Speed Restrictions 
(Generally) No Yes 

Controlled Maintenance Yes No 

As the registered owner of an airplane, you are respon­
sible for: 

(,a) Maintaining your airplane in an -airwor thy con­
dition. 

(b) Having a Registration Certificate -and a valid 
Airworthiness Certificate appropriately displayed 
in your aircraft at all times. 

( c) Assuring that maintenance is properly recorded. 
( d) Keeping abreast of current regulations concerning 

the operation and maintenance of your airplane. 
( e) Notifying the FAA, Aircraft Registration Branch, 

621 North Robinson A venue, Oklahoma Ci,ty 2, 
Oklahoma, immediately of any change of perma­
nent mruiling address or of the sale or export of 
your aircraft. 

5 



RtGISTRATJON 
CtRTJFICATES 

CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION 
AND BILL OF SALE 

An aircraft is eligible for registration only if it is 
owned by a citizen of the United States, and is not reg­
istered under the laws of any foreign country. 

Now that you have purchased an airplane, you must 
apply for a registraition certificate before you fly it. This 
is done by completing a Form F AA-500, Aircraft Reg­
istration Form, Parts A, B, and C. Let's get familiar 
with this form. It consists of an original (white) copy 
and a duplicate (yellow) copy separated by a sheet of 
carbon paper. In Examples 1 and 2, note that Part A is 
1the Certificate of Registra:tion; Part B is the Application 
for Registra:tion; and Part C is the Bill of Sale. The 
data in the shaded areas of a.11 three parts must be the 
same. Instructions for preparing and submitting the 
form are attached to the form. 

Part C of Form F AA-500, Bill of Sale, or a bill of 
sale form equivalent to this part, may be used as proof 
of ownership. 
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FOIIIIM .......... 900 (i-AltT A} (._S. ) 

UNrTE0 STATES OF AMERICA 
FEDERAL AVIATION AGENCY 

CERTIFICATE OF REGISTRATION 

'f-u -berci# certI&:a diit ihe liliivc ~ aircraft has t:n aJy entered 00 the icgjster-ol the 

:::i t~~vc=-rJ.~~ ~ ~j:-d 1:.jilicoo~~~c~~~~f::1A~~f\~s~!:i 
rogulalioo, i.ssued thereunder. 

uj tiMD11,&1oi.iii- Cijj--.. w&ittiTI.-.::- (OVD 

<._ .. , t,_~etW'::':.e;! No. ,1-R88t., 

FEDERAL AVIATION AGENCY 

APPLICATION FOR REGISTRATION 

D co-owNa:aaHrP 

I HEREBY CEB.Tll'Y dw: tbe ~bed aitcnft I, ooc .reg:i,tered Wldu the Ja,.,. of a.oJ fordp 
:-=1 ma&: ail r:r: wboee oam11 ~ benoa u ap~cut1 aN dUHDI of the UoJted Scatet d ckbec1 

:.ic. :'tt!:1~ ~ :!uau ~a a:cd~~ J.m;'u::S::: ~=~~::::!Ju":~~ 
~ ~=';'~.::.= :9J:i!,.l:::J .tn~ ~~O:. ~i!:~~)j_ ~~~,oo and kaa1 

~6~~ 
::.~·~:: .~: .•• , Dibble o•ManIL ---,=r,-... -.....,.-~,.,-.. -. .,.-.. -,-,.-,,-,-.u,,_ .... -,---1---

7-11-62 TITL Owner 
DA.ft OJt APPUCATION 

,, -' ,,,. ...,._ d6'nln,t. .,. ,,_"""' aMU ,. •••" ,.,,,, '" """~ u,m••" ,..ot1• ..,, H :!,"•"• 
'.,"'1;;/u':.'/:'~H ~ C:'J:-1'0: !:':.:.";,l~'':tf.:-,UIIO# JqffUJ, tt-""'6" "'""°""'••u ,,, ,..,,.,, 
FORWARD TNII COPY TO WAaHINITON - Rltal• D••••• CeQ, 

EXAMPLE 1 
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POltM P'AA..-00 (PA.Jrf Cl) r•■•, 

FEDERAL AVIATION AGENCY 

BILL OF SALE 

Por and in cooslderatioo of S 1. 00 the undersigned 
owner of the fuU l<p.l and beneooa! tide of the aircraft described 
u Eollowt: 

FLIMOR ZB 
HIUAL HO. 

947 N- 0000P 

doe, •bis 11 day ol July 19 62 
hereby sell, gun~ trulsfer, .. d deliver all of hls righ~ tide and 
Ultctest .in aod to such airaaft unto: 

aod to lllD executors, adm.iwstrators, and usigo,, to have and to hold s.ingularlJ 
the said aircraft forever, and cuti.6es tbat same is oot subject to &nJ mortgage or other encum­
brooc:e except 

TYN 0P SNCUll■"-AHCll 

None 
IN PAYOR OP-••---• 

la talimoor whet<of 1 have ,et my hand ,nd ,ca1 this l l 
J'\1l:.,_ ___ 19R_ 

day of 

"""" 0, .. ,.'" Podunkf~ Inc~rated 

■Y c•IGN 1.N INIC) ~ic ~oe <lll4l-. 
(If IUMH for oo-ow,wr,At'I, oU """' ~) 

,.. President 
( If ~d frw. oorporatW, pa,rtnn-,M,,, OWN1', or aq•ntJ 

ACKNOWLEDGMENT 

Arizona On this _1l_ d,y of July ,9_g 
State of :f1~~ ~e~~~~ t!k~ ~s~~~j~ 
County of Podunk .in aod who o:ccuted the foregoing bm of sale. 
and admowlcdFd that he executed the same a.s his free act and deed, and, if said bill of sale be 
that of a corpo.ratioo swore that he was duly authorized to cxccu~• •amm. G" ~y hand 
and official seal the day and ycu WJ'ittcn above. 

( ■ II.Al.) ' ' 

MY COMMI .. ION KOlftH 3-Z.0-63 
POflWAIID THI■ COrY TO WMHIJfaTGN- ltul■ D■Jllclul c..,. 

Ex.-\M:PLE 2 
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CAUTION! 

Aft.er sale or transfer of an aircraft, before the air­
craft can be legally flown you must have forwarded to 
the FAA Aircraft Registration Branch a duly executed 
Application for Registration (Form F AA-5OO, Parts A, 
B, and C, or other proof of ownership), and the proper 
fees. The yellow copy of the application (Part B) should 
be placed in your aircraft until you receive the Certificate 
of Registration (Form FAA-5OO, Part A) from the 
Federal Aviation Agency. 

The Certificate of Registration immediately expires 
when: (a) the aircraft is registered under the laws of a 
foreign country; (b) the registration of the aircraft is 
cancelled at the written request of the owner; ( c) the 
aircraft is totally destroyed or sc:r.a· • 1 ; or ( d) the 
ownership of the aircraft is transferr 

Upon selling the aircraft, the previous owner (seller) 
must notify the FAA by filling in the back of his Cer­
tificate of Registration, as indica,ted in Example 3, and 
mailing it to the FAA Aircraft Registn1Jtion Branch, 
621 North Robinson Avenue, Oklahoma City 2, Okla­
homa. 

The old-type Certificate of Registration, issued before 
M-arch 1956, does not have provisions for notification of 
transfer of ownership. In this case, the required infor­
mation, as indicated in the example, must be submitted 
by a letter of transmittal. 

CAUTION! 

It is important that an unbroken chain of title be 
established for FAA registration. 
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NOTICE 

Section SOl(f) of the Fede.rt.I Aviation Ace of 19S8 provide. that ■ cenificue of regifl.ntion &ball 
be condusiH eYidence of oatioodir, for international purposes, but DO( in any proceediog uoder 
rbe lawJ of the United S,ues. Reguuuion shall not be ~ideoce of ownership of aircraft io an1 
proceeding in which such ownenOip by a p1micula.r person is, or may be, i.o iuue. 

This Certificate of Registration shall immediately expire when: (a) the aircraft is registered under 
the laws of any foreign country; (b) the registration of the aircraft is cancelled at the written 
1cquest of the ownc-r; (c) the aircraft is totally destroyed or scrapped; or, (d) the ownership of the 
aircraft is transferred. Upon expiration of thf' U'rtificate of Registration because of any of the 
foregoing reasons, return this certi.6cate immediately to the Federal Aviation Agency, Washington. 
D. C., with the disposition of the afrcrafr indicated below, 

DISPOSITION OF THE AIRCRAFT 

D The afrcraft has been (is befog) regis-

tered under the laws of ____ _ 

D The aircraft has been permanently re­
tired from service. 

0 The aircraft has been totally destroyed 
or scrapped. 

:l§ The aircraft was transferred 

on 7-11-62. 

10 Dibble O'Manly 
Name 

13 Main Street 
Address 

Phoenix 2., Arizona 

&~ 
President, Podunk Flyers, Inc. 

EXAMPLE 3 

1 
j 

CERTIFICATE OF AIRWORTHINESS 
The Certificate of Airworthiness, Form F AA-1362B, 

is issued by a representative of the Federal Aviation 
Agency after he inspects the aircraft and finds that it 
meets the minimum requirements of the Civil Air Regu­
lations. This certificate should be prominently displayed 
at the cabin or cockpit entrance of your aircraft. 

Let us examine the Certificate of Airworthiness, Ex­
ample 4, to find out wha.t it conveys: 
ITEM 1. Nationality-The "N" means that the aircraft 

is of United States registry. 
Registration Marks-The number, in this case 
0000P, is the registration number assigned to 
the aircraft. 

ITEM 2. Your aircraft airworthiness classification 1s 
noted here. Most aircraft are classified as 
STANDARD, but you may find the classifica­
tion to be either LIMITED, RESTRICTED, 
or EXPERIMENT AL. I£ classed as other 
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than STANDARD, we suggest that you con­
tact your iJ.ooal FAA General A via ti on District 
Office for an explanation of the pertinent air­
worthiness requirements and the limitations of 
such certification. 

ITEM 3. Indicates that the aircraft is considered air­
worthy at the time of inspection and issuance 
of the certificate and when it is maintained and 
operated in accordance with the Civil Air 
Regulations. 

ITEM 4. Indicates that the Certificate of Airworthiness 
is valid indefinitely if the aircraft is maintained 
in ·accord with Pal't 43 of the Civil Air Regu­
lations, which requires inspections and mainte­
nance, as necessary, -to keep the aircraft air­
worthy. 

ITEMS 5, Indicate the date of issuance, signature of a 
6 & 7. representative of the Administrator, and his 

office identification. 

u,,utto St• tu or ..._,110 

FIDflAl AVI ATION AGENCY 

CERTIFICATE Of AIRWORTHINESS 
1 , HA nO M.., UT'I' AMO U G ISl RAll-0 1'<1 -.JIU j 1. Allttbff AIIWOffHINfU CU.HIPICAll OH 

N0000P STANDARD 

J, This Certiflcole of A irworthiness is in ued pursuant to the Federal Aviation Ad of 1958. 
The a ircraft identified hereon is considered airworthy when mainta ined and operated in 
occordonce with the Civil Air Regulations and applicable aircraft Operation limitations . 

4 , Th is Certificate will rema in in effect as long os the aircraft is maintained in accordonu 
with Port -43 of the Civil Air Regulations unless surrender.d, suspended, revoked, Of o 
term ination dote i1 otherwise estobl ished by t!J# Adm inistrotor of the Federal Aviotion 
Agency . 

5 . 0.0.Tt o, IUUANCf 7 . l)Hl()MAT IOM NO. 

7-11-62 WE-GAD0-6 
I. Any o/t.rot1on or misuse of 1h is Certificate is punishable by a fine of not exceeding $1 ,000 

or imprisonment not excHding 3 years, or both. 

EXAMPLE 4 
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Upon transfer or sale of your aircraft, the Certificate 
of Airworthiness remains with the aircraft. 

In summary, the FAA initially determines t hat your 
aircraft is airworthy •and issues a Certificate of Air­
worthiness. This certificate remains in effect so long 
as the aircraft receives the required maintenance and 
is operated within its specified limitations. 
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AIRCRAFT 
SFRVICE ~~ 

AIRCRAFT MAINTENANCE 

Maintenance, which includes preventive maintenance, 
means the inspection, overhaul, repair, upkeep, and 
preservation of your aircraft, including the replacement 
of parts. 

A properly maintained airplane is a safe airplane ! 

INSPECTIONS 
Part 43 of the Civil Air Regulations informs you that 

certain inspections must be performed on your aircraft 
and that you must maintain the airworthiness of the 
aircraft during the time between the required inspections 
by having any airworthiness defects corrected. 

Though maintenance requirements will vary for dif­
ferent types of aircraft, experience shows that most air­
craft will need some type of preventive maintenance 
every 25 hours flying time or less, and minor mainte­
nance at least every 100 hours. This is influenced by 
the kind of operation, climatic conditions, storage facil­
ities, and age and construction of the aircraft. Most 
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manufacturers supply service information which should 
be used in maintaining your aircraft. 

Periodic Inspection 
This inspection must be performed within the pre­

ceding 12 calendar months, by either a certificated 
A & P mechanic holding an inspection authorization, an 
appropriately rated certificated repair station, or the 
manufacturer of the aircraft. 

100-Hour Inspection 
An -aircraft used to carry passengers for hire, or for 

flight instruction for hire, must be inspected within each 
100 hours of time in service by either a certificated A & P 
mechanic, an appropriately rated certificated repair sta­
tion, or the manufacturer. The periodic inspection is 
acceptable as a 100-hour inspection, but the reverse is 
not true. 

Daily and Prefiight Inspections 
The pilot or owner may conduct a daily inspection, if 

so desired, but the pilot must perform a satisfactory pre­
flight inspection before flight. 

PREVENTIVE MAINTENANCE 
A certificated pilot may perform line-maintenance, 

preservation and upkeep, known as preventive mainte­
nance, on an aircraft owned or operated by him. Typical 
preventive maintenance operations are found in Civil 
Aeronautics Manual 18, which ma.y be obtained by send­
ing a check or money order for $1.50, payable to the 
Superintendent of Documents and addressed to: 

U.S. Government Printing Offece 
Superintendent of Docmnents 
Washington ~5, D.O. 
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Manual 18 also contains other rules and policies to be 
followed in the maintenance of aircraft. 

REPAIRS AND ALTERATIONS 
Except as noted under "Preventive Maintenance," all 

repairs and a:lterations are classed as either Major or 
Minor. Major repairs or alteraJtions must be approved 
and returned to servioe by an appropriately rated certifi­
cated repair facility, an A & P mechanic holding an. 
Inspection Authorization, or a representative of the 
Admill'istrator. Minor repairs and alrterations may be 
returned w service by an appropriately certificated 
mechanic or repair fo.cility. 
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FERRY PERMITS 

A ferry permit is a special FAA flight authorization 
for an aircraft that does not .currently meet applicable 
airworthiness requirements, but is safe enough for a spe­
cific flight. The ferry permit may be issued to allow 
the aircraft to be flown to a base where repairs or altera­
tions are to be made; or for flyaway delivery or flight 
to point of export. 

Since the aircraft does not meet the current airworthi­
ness requirements, an FAA inspector may personally 
inspect the aircraft or may require the aircraft to be 
inspected by a certificated A & P mechanic to determine 
if it is safe for the intended flight. 

Further assistance and the necessary forms may be 
obtained from your local FAA GeneraJ Aviation District 
Office. 
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BULLETINS 

AIRWORTHINESS DIRECTIVES 

Part 507 of the Regulations of the Administrator 

Airworthiness Directives, commonly referred to as 
"AD Notes" or "ADs," provide aircraft operators with 
information of unsafe conditions. The ADs specify the 
aircraft or component found to be unsafe by the FAA, 
and the conditions, limitations, or inspections, if any, 
under which the aircraft may continue to be operated. 

In determining compliance requirements for an AD, the 
FAA takes into account the effectiveness of operating 
restrictions (safety), the nature and amount of work 
involved, the availability of parts, and recommendations 
of the manufacturer and operators. 

When an unsa,fe condition is discovered which renders 
the aircraft unairworthy, the corrective action specified 
in the AD must be taken before opera:tion of the aircraft. 

When an unsafe condition is discovered which may at 
some future date render the aircraft unairworthy, a 
manner of compliance \Yill be prescribed in the AD. 

18 

The Civil Air Regulations require a permanent 
chronological record to be maintained of all ADs accom­
plished. This record must include the date, AD num­
ber, a brief description of the method of compliance, 
and the signature and certificate number of the mechanic 
or repair agency who complied with the AD. For ready 
reference, many aircraft owners have a chronological 
listing of the pertinent ADs in the back of their logbooks. 

Remember, it is the owner's responsibility to assure 
compliance with all pertinent AD Notes. This includes 
those ADs of a recur,rent or repetitive nature; for exam­
ple, an AD may require a certain inspection every 50 
hours, which means that the particular inspection shall 
be accomplished and recorded every 50 hours. 

Airworthiness Directives consist of a basic summary 
of ADs and biweekly AD cards. The summary may be 
obtained by subscription (Price-$4.50) from: 

Superintendent of Documents 
U.S. Government Printing Offece 
Washington f5, D.O. 

(Ask for Airworthiness Directive summary.) 
The biweekly AD cards are free and are available on 

request from: 
Federal Aviation Agency 
Publishing and Graphics Branch 
Attn: MS-158 
Washington f5, D.O. 
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INSPECTION AIDS 

To provide an interchange of service experience to aid 
in the early detection of service difficulties, the FAA has 
developed a publication called General Aviation I nspec­
tion Aids. The information is brief and advisory. 
Compliance is not mandatory. The "Aids" are prepared 
for pilots, mechanics, operators of repair agencies, and 
others inspecting and maintaining general aircraft. The 
information is not intended to be critical of any manu­
facturer or his product, but is intended to alert you to 
service experience and, where pertinent, direct your atten­
tion to the manufacturer's recommended corrective 
measures. 

The FAA encourages the aviation industry, including 
aircraft owners and pilots, to report promptly all service 
difficulties on the Malfunction or Defect Report, Form 
F AA-1226, commonly called an "M & D" Report (Ex­
amples 5a and 5b) . Copies of this form may be obtained, 
free, from most airport managers or any F AA Distr ict 
Office. 
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When a defect or service difficulty is found, advise the 
FAA by completing an M & D Report. Just mail it. 

The FAA will review the reports and select pertinent 
items for publication. Often, after reviewing these 
reports, improved design standards are developed. 

The reports will be coordinated with appropriate 
manufacturers to advise them of the intended publica­
tion of items concerning their products. This allows 
them an opportunity to submit to the FAA any com­
ments or recommendations. 

Pilots, owners, repair agencies, and mechanics are 
advised of service difficulties others have experienced on 
identical products. When available, information for 
inspection .and repair will also be included. 

In addition to an annual summary, the Aids are 
published monthly and are grouped into two sections. 
The first section, "Inspection Aids," is devoted to inspec­
tion items which apply to specific models of aircraft, 
engines, and components. The section, "Maintenance 
Notes," contains general information and, in some in­
stances, may be applicable to more than one specific 
aircraft. 

The summary and supplements, containing additional 
reported M & Ds, are available by subscription from: 

Superintendent of Documents 
U.S. Government Printing Offece 
Washington 135, D.O. 

The cost for each subscription is $1.25-an additional 
$0.50 is required for foreign mailing. 
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FEES FOR COPYING, CERTIFICATION, AND 
SEARCH OF RECORDS 

You may at some .time want to obtain photostatic, dup­
licate original, or similar copies of certain documents 
pertaining to your Aircraft or Airman Certificates. The 
fees for searching records and furnishing photostatic or 
similar copies of documents not more than 12" x 18" are: 

Each 
Page 

Aircraft and Airman Records __________________ $0.50 

Other Documents. ----------------------------- 1.00 

The fees for duplicate original documents are: 

Airman Certificate ---------------------------- 2.00 
Medical Certificate ---------------------------- 1.00 

The fee for a certification or validation with the FAA 
seal is $1.00. 

24 

Fees may be paid by check, dra£t, or postal money 
order made payable -to the Federal Aviation Agency, and 
submitted to: 

Assistant Chief 
Control Systems Division 
6B1 North Robinson A venue 
Oklahoma City B, Oklahoma 
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