











It is expected that the 1,000-flight validation will begin in late February or early
March, depending on the time needed by Boeing and GE to provide data required by
FAA before the tests begin.
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John O’Brien, Air Line Pilots Association (ALPA) director of engineering and air
safety, said, “The Aviation Safety Plan represents the best efforts of government,
industry, and labor to develop a course of action based solely on safety issues. This is
exactly the kind of approach we must take if we are serious about the goal of zero
accidents in commercial air transport. If you look at the top priority issues that were
identified as part of the plan, | would say we are on course toward meeting that goal.”

Walter Coleman, Regional Airline Association (RAA) president, said, “U.S.
airlines, their customers and other aviation interests are well-served by the safety
initiatives described in the 1996 Aviation Safety Plan.”

The “Aviation Safety Plan,” a result of a December meeting of the nation’s top
aviation safety experts. outlines priorities and new initiatives in six areas: crew training;
air traffic control and weather: safety data collection and use: applications of emerging
technologies; aircraft maintenance procedures and inspections; and development of flight
operating procedures. Highlights of high priority initiatives include:

e Accelerate the implementation of the Advanced Qualification Program (AQP) to
improve training for crew members, flight attendants, aircraft dispatchers, instructors
and evaluators:

e Develop a pamphlet to explain standard phraseology used by pilots and air traffic
controllers;

e Develop a process to collect, analyze and disseminate safety data through the use of
Flight Operations Quality Assurance (FOQA) programs;

Improve runway incursion technology;

Through the newly formed FAA Weather Office, establish service standards for
weather observation at terminals and sponsor research and development projects to
improve forecasting capabilities:

e Increase the use of emerging technologies, such as the Global Positioning System
(GPS), with increased emphasis on human factors;

* Use emerging technologies to detect clear air turbulence to prevent turbulence injuries
and accidents;

e Improve aviation maintenance through partnership programs and guidance materials;
and

e Create an industry forum for the development and refinement of flight operating
procedures,

The initiatives in the “Aviation Safety Plan” will be continually addressed during
the coming year by workshops composed of representatives from industry, labor and
government. The plan will be reviewed at the end of 1996 and updated again in early
1997. Copies of the plan are available upon request.
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The new rules arise from the joint effort of the FAA and the JAA to make the
FAA's Federal Aviation Regulations (FAR) and the JAA's Joint Aviation Regulations
(JAR) compatible for small airplanes seeking type certification. An ARAC committee,
including European authorities, European and U.S. industry representatives, and FAA
personnel reviewed differences in the FAR and JAR rules for certification of small
airplanes and came up with an agreement on how 1o resolve the variances that was
acceptable to both the FAA and JAA.

Chartered by the FAA in February 1991, ARAC is comprised of 64 aviation
organizations representing the entire aviation community, including air carriers,
airports, manufacturers, general aviation groups, labor groups, environmental groups,
universities, corporations, associations, public interest groups and FAA
representatives.

Hinson noted that in addition to increasing safety through nearly uniform design
safety standards between the FAA and the 23-member-nation JAA, the new rules will
reduce the burden on U.S. airplane manufacturers by relieving them of the need to
comply with one design standard for the U.S. and a different standard for each country
that is a member of the JAA.

The effective date for the new rules is 30 days after their publication in the

Federal Register. The new rules will affect only type certificate applications submitted
after the effective date.
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U.S. Rep. John J. Duncan, Jr. (R-Tenn.), chairman of the House Aviation Subcommittee,
is working on a bill to address the issue of pilot record sharing. We have recommended that this
legislation include the necessary legal mechanisms to allow airlines to have access to the NDR.
Airline access to pilot records, including NDR information, will provide us with another valuable
tool as we continue our quest for zero accidents

Further, the FAA requires that pilots not only be technically and medically competent to

fly, but also that they have "good moral character." Because of the pilot's pattern of license
revocations, we also will be exploring to determine if this issue applies to this particular case.
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The transmitter system was relying on back-up power because of a break in a
6,000-foot power cable that runs under the runway. The back-up system, an engine
generator, failed because of a faulty fuel pump. That cable is expected to be replaced this
week. Excluding a brief ground stop of aircraft at National, the arrival rate this morning
remained at approximately 40 aircraft per hour, which is normal for operations in poor
weather conditions. Of the three delays, the maximum delay lasted 23 minutes.

The agency continues with its aggressive plan to modernize air traffic control
equipment. The agency deployed approximately 1,500 new pieces of equipment to the
field last year alone. The agency also is working aggressively to respond to
recommendations made by an independent panel of experts to improve FAA power
systems.

-30-

An electronic version of this news release is available via the World Wide Web at:
http://'www.faa.gov/apa/apahome.hitm






The team of FAA employees developing the acquisition reforms has drawn from
the most innovative ideas in government and the private sector to design systems that
would be effective for the FAA and the aviation community.

The proposed package stresses flexibility, time sensitivity and a preference for
commercial or non-developmental solutions to the FAA’s needs. It would rely on
individuals responsible for acquiring new systems to use their expertise and knowledge
in selecting the right contracting mechanism for various types of procurements —
everything from a single computer to a large automation system.

The preferred method of procurement would be to compete requirements among
two or more sources. Contracting with a single source would only be permitted when it
is in the FAA's best interest, eliminating the cumbersome justification for
noncompetitive actions.

The new acquisition system would rely more than ever on continuous dialogue
between the FAA and its suppliers during procurement. Both the agency and bidding
contractors would make maximum use of electronic media such as videotapes,
computer disks and the Internet, The FAA believes this process will significantly
reduce the number of protests filed.

When protests do occur, the FAA proposes to handle them using alternative
dispute resolution methods. Relief from the current protest procedures is expected to
save an average 320 person days and $100,000 per action.

A critical part of the acquisition reform effort would be continuous education
and training for the FAA acquisition workforce, This learning program will ensure that
employees have the opportunity to maintain and improve their skills relevant to the
acquisition process

The reform team will review the comments submitted on the draft proposal and
make changes that appear advantageous to both the agency and its customers, The
Acquisition Management System will be finalized by April 1 and phased in during
subsequent months.

Interested parties who do not have Internet access may call 202/267-7029 to
request a copy of the document. Comments may be phoned in to the same number, or
faxed to 202/267-8401.
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