


The committee evaluates economic and space technology developments relating
to the industry and the meetings provide a forum for the discussion of problems
involving the relationship between industry activities and government requirements.

The new committee members are listed below:

e Eleanor H. Aldrich, business and development representative, American Institute of
Aecronautics and Astronautics, Reston, Va.

e Emile Gardner, partner, Gardner Consulting Planners, Carson, Calif.

* Louis R. Gomez, mission manager, New Mexico Office of Space
Commercialization, Las Cruces, N.M.

* Richard J. Hieb, director of Commercial Space Programs, AlliedSignal Technical
Service, Lanham, Md.

e Alex Liang, chief engineer, The Aerospace Corp., Washington, D.C.
e Susan Meyer, president, SkyMCI, MCI Communications Corp., Washington, D.C.

e James C. Smith, president and chief executive officer, Systems Engineering and
Management Associates, Alexandria, Va.

The two reappointed members are Frederick Hauck, president and chief
executive officer, International Technology Underwriters, Bethesda, Md., and Burson
of McDonnell Douglas.
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The FAA intends to fund the center at a minimum of $500,000 per year for the
first three years. The center may be funded for a term of three to 10 years. After FAA
funding terminates, the center is expected to be self-supporting.

The center will be established through a competitive process. Candidate
institutions must meet the following criteria:

¢ demonstrated ability to undertake technological research and development
activities;

ability to serve regional needs for improved air transportation;
demonstrated availability of research resources to support center research;
leadership capability in solving air transportation issues;

established current air transportation programs;

ability to disseminate research results.

The solicitation for the Center of Excellence for Airworthiness Assurance will
close on February 15, 1997.

Institutions that want more information on the solicitation should contact Patricia
Watts, FAA Centers of Excellence program manager, at 609/485-5043; or by e-mail at
patricia.watts@faa.dot.gov.
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Due to the urgency and complexity of the requirements. and the large number of
airport locations where equipment will be installed in a short period, two contracts have
been awarded to expedite completion of the program,

The FAA also has procured 30 trace detection systems at a cost of about $2.5
million for installation at security screening checkpoints for test and evaluation prior to a
major procurement of approximately 450 units. The systems will be installed at most of
the nation’s largest airports.

The White House Commission on Aviation Safety and Security recommended the
FAA purchase and widely deploy “significant numbers” of explosive detection systems in
an effort to provide greater security for the flying public. Congress provided $144 million
in a supplemental appropriation to the FAA’s fiscal year 1997 budget to purchase and
install the systems.

The competitive contracts to install security equipment cover a period of one year,
with an option to extend the contract for a second year. Including options, the value of

the contract totals approximately $32.9 million.
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